
% émtural Resources 
d M 

~ Council of Maine §<,“iT;,§.§.‘£f?L;,i‘I‘§’<§L?L‘l;.4‘;E°.‘i...c.i..,,g 

Testimony in Support of LD 1138, An Act to Reduce Pollution Associated with 
Transportation in Alignment with the State's Climate Action Plan 

To the Committee on Transportation 
by Josh Caldwell, Climate and Clean Energy Policy Advocate for NRCM 

May 1, 2025 

Senator Nangle, Representative Crafts, and distinguished members of the Committee on 

Transportation, my name is Josh Caldwell, and I am here on behalf of the Natural Resources 
Council of Maine (NRCM) in support of LD 1138, An Act to Reduce Pollution Associated with 
Transportation in Alignment with the State's Climate Action Plan. NRCM is Maine’s leading 
nonpartisan membership organization dedicated to protecting Maine's enviromnent, with nearly 

20,000 supporters statewide and beyond. 

I am honored to be a member of the Transportation Working Group for the Maine Climate 
Council. Over the course of a year, the 40 members of that group worked together to make 

recommendations to inform the 2024 update to Maine’s Climate Action Plan. As you know, 
transportation accounts for half of Maine’s annual climate pollution, and reducing emissions 
from transportation is “Plan A” in the Climate Action Plan. 
That strategy hinges on two topline goals: increasing electric vehicle adoption rapidly in the 

coming years and decreasing vehicle traffic and associated air pollution by 20%. LD 1138 
focuses primarily on reducing vehicle traffic by providing more transportation options for 

Mainers, which will not only reduce climate pollution, but will also reduce wear and tear on our 

roads, increase road safety, improve air quality, reduce transportation costs, and improve local 

economies by providing better access to businesses and essential goods and services. 

Unfortunately, we aren’t making the progress we need to on this goal. Mainers are now driving 
more than they were before the pandemic, and as Maine continues to grow, vehicle traffic will 

increase without appropriate planning. 

There is a growing body of evidence that providing more transportation options can provide 

climate, health, safety, and cost benefits. RM1’s Smarter Modes Calculator quantifies those 

benefits, showing us what Maine stands to gain by reducing vehicle traffic by 20%‘: 

1 RMI, Smarter Modes Calculator, 2024, https://rmi.org/insight/sma rte r-modes-calc ulator-smarter-mo bility- 
options-for-deca rbo nization -eq uity-and-safety/



0 Avoided Emissions: 13 million Metric Tons COZE (same as annual pollution from 3 

coal plants) 

0 Average Household Savings: $2,402 per year (fuel, maintenance, & depreciation) 
0 Auto Crash Fatalities Avoided: 32 fewer deaths per year (Maine had 171 traffic deaths 

last year) 

0 Improved Air Quality & Physical Activity: 229 fewer deaths per year 

One of the commonsense strategies that emerged from the Transportation Working Group and is 
now in our Climate Action Plan is to establish an offset system so that transportation projects 
that increase vehicle traffic are counterbalanced by clean transportation projects that reduce 
vehicle traffic: 

“Invest in clean transportation programs and projects that offer low-carbon alternatives to 
help offset emissions from other transportation projects that could increase vehicle 
traffic.” (Maine Won ’t Wait: A F our-Year Plan for Climate Action, December 2024, pg. 
48) 

This legislation does several things, each of them in service of reducing transportation pollution 
and expanding transportation options for Mainers: 

0 First, it asks the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the Maine Turnpike 
Authority (MTA), the agencies that oversee our statewide transportation systems, to 
make a plan to meet our established climate goals. Our Climate Action Plan establishes 
high-level targets for the transportation sector, but we need the Department to bring its 
technical expertise and research to bear to imderstand the best path for Maine’s 
transportation system to achieve those goals. 

0 Second, it establishes a process to measure the climate impacts of new capacity 
expansion projects so that we know how proposals may contribute to increasing vehicle 
traffic and associated air pollution. 

0 Third, it ensures that our future transportation investments do not contribute further to the 
climate crisis by establishing an offset mechanism as called for by the Climate Action 
Plan. 

0 Finally, it establishes greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for the transportation 

sector so that Maine’s transportation agencies can plan with the benefit of clear 
benchmarks to aim for. Those targets will be adjusted over time as new data comes in, 
but it is important to have a baseline around which to plan. 

This legislation only applies to new proposed projects that expand road capacity. It does not 
interfere with any existing projects in the work plans of Maine DOT or the MTA, and it will not 
affect any future projects associated with road maintenance or repair. It simply ensures that 
future projects that add to our road capacity — which naturally increases vehicle traffic -— are 

offset by projects that reduce vehicle traffic by also making investments that increase choice for



Mainers, so that our future transportation investments remain aligned with our established 

climate goals. 

Responding to climate change does not have to be a sacrifice. This bill would establish a system 

by which we can build the transportation infrastructure we need to support a growing Maine with 
a thriving economy, and do it while reduce vehicle traffic in alignment with our Climate Action 

Plan goals by providing more options for Maine people to get to where they need to go. 

The proven solutions we have at hand, such as quality public transit; safe walking, biking, and 
rolling infrastructure; and connected, accessible downtowns and villages will not only reduce air 

pollution, but will also improve local economies, improve public health, increase community 

safety, and lower burdensome transportation costs for Maine families. 

For these reasons, We urge you to vote Ought to Pass on LD 1138. Thank you for your 
consideration. I look forward to any questions you may have.



Dear Maine Lawmakers, 

Everyone in Maine should have access to clean, safe, and affordable transportation options. 

Pollution from transportation is the largest contributorto climate change in Maine, in large part because of thewaywe design and build our 
transportation system. By making smarter investments in basic sen/ices like reliable public transit and safer streets that protect people 

walking, biking, and rolling—we can build more options that improve our health, cut pollution, and get Maine peoplewhere they need to go. 

It's time for a modern, people-first transportation system that moves Maine forward. 
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Blaisdell, Charmarie 

Rockport, ME 

Buckner, Robert 

Rockport, ME 

Chalfant, James 
Rockport, ME 

Christie, James 
Rockport, ME 

Dwyer, Megga n 

Rockport, ME 

Lawrence, Robert 

Rockport, ME 

O'Brien, Cha rli 
Rockport, ME 

Ungs Evans, Molly 

Rockport, ME 

Wilder, Katrinka 

Rockport, ME 

Bourassa, Robert 

Rumford, ME 

Benedict, Denise 

Saco, ME 

Ferland, Kaelin 

Saco, ME 

Malenfant, Micah 

Saco, ME 

Marlowe, Deborah 

Saco, ME 

McKenney, Christopher 
Saco, ME 

Kimball, Jessica 

Sanford, ME 

Ba rrett, Betsy 

Scarborough, ME 

Ca rte r, Julie 
Scarborough, ME 

Follansbee, Mark 

Scarborough, ME



Gilligan, Ainslie 

Scarborough, ME 

Klie, Barbara 

Scarborough, ME 

Madden, Ruth 

Scarborough, ME 

Paul, William 

Scarborough, ME 

Randall, Suzanne 

Scarborough, ME 

Savltt, Ronald 

Scarborough, ME 

Patel, Nlck 

Seal Harbor, ME 

Fitzgerald, John 

Sedgwick, ME 

Zwain, Leah 

Shapleigh, ME 

Horine, Sam 
Sko wh egan, ME 

Whitkop, Barbara 

Sko whegan, ME 

Johnson, Valarie 

Somerville, ME 

Oliver, Sally 

Somerville, ME 

Hartbauer, Carol 

South Berwick, ME 

Higgins, Lydia 

South Berwick, ME 

Joy, Denise 

South Bervvlck, ME 

Tarason, Russell 

South Berwick, ME 

Williams, Darcy 

South China, ME 

Winters, Jayne 

South China, ME 

Freund, Daniel 

South Freeport, ME 

Kennedy, Jim 

South Paris, ME 

mardosa, catherine 

South Paris, ME 

Fetters, Kyle 

South Portland, ME 

Keast, Heather 

South Portland, ME 

Melloh, James 
South Portland, ME 

Munderback, Lisa 

South Portland, ME 

nice, Stefani 

South Portland, ME 

Pratt, Yvette 

South Portland, ME 

Roberts, Vicki 

South Portland, ME 

Sideris, Jean 

South Portland, ME 

Smaldone, Joan 

South Portland, ME 

Springman, Lucie 

South Portland, ME 

Sweezy, Martha 

South Portland, ME 

Warner, Charles 

South Portland, ME 

Williams, Greg 

South Portland, ME 

Woodworth, Bethany 

South Portland, ME 

Hess, Kalie 

Southwest Harbor, ME 

Hoppe, Suzanne 

Springvale, ME 

Roberge, Cora 

Springvale, ME 

Ruggs, Johanna 

Springvale, ME 

Cunningham, Sharon 

Standish, ME 

|(iser, Morgan 

Standish, ME 

Knudsen, Lacey 

Standish, ME 

Arens, Janet 

Stoneham, ME 

Helm, Andrea 

Stoneham, ME 

Burd, Deb 
Strong, ME 

Francis, Corinna-Barbara 

Surry, ME 

Merenda, Diana 

Surry, ME 

Pendleton, Don 

Surry, ME 

Ainsworth, Richy 

Sweden, ME 

Buyers, Rebecca 

Sweden, ME 

Kimber, Greg 

Temple, ME 

Lang, Cindy 

Thomaston, ME 

Zyhowski, Alaina 

Thomaston, ME 

Hagen, Becky 

Thorndike, ME 

Ackley, Marilyn 

Topsham, ME 

Alper, Jane 

Topsham, ME 

Chandler, Nancy 
Topsham, ME 

Cote, Robert 

Topsham, ME 

Cressy, Jacquelyn 

Topsham, ME 

Cushing, Peach 

Topsham, ME 

Goodwin, Susan 

Topsham, ME 

Langelo, Victor 

Topsham, ME 

Martin, Kathy 

Topsham, ME 

Meunier, Yvette 

Topsham, ME 

Robinson, Betty 

Topsham, ME 

Sargent, Carole 

Topsham, ME 

Toste, Leyza 

Topsham, ME 

Toste, Joseph 

Topsham, ME 

Hammond, Bill 
Trevett, ME 

Stevens, Trish 

Troy, ME 

Burns, Shannon 

Union, ME 

Ellis, Rita 

Union, ME 

Johnson, Nancy 
Union, ME 

Skehon, Glenice 

Union, ME 

Bailey, Roberta 

Vassalboro, ME 

Crawley, Robin 

Vassalboro, ME 

Andersen, Suzanne 

Veazie, ME 

Zavez, Joanzie 

Veazie, ME 

Archard, Marianne 

Vienna, ME 

McPhail, Gabe 
Vinalhaven, ME 

Adams, Julia 
Waldoboro, ME 

Eckstrand, Tatyana 

Waldoboro, ME 

Durgin, Ellen 

Walpole, ME



wilmott, gail 

Waltham, ME 

Sturteva nt, Lane 

Warren, ME 

Carlson, Diane 

Washington, ME 

Orjiako (Singleton), 

Catherine 

Waterford, ME 

Rice, Carol M 
Waterford, ME 

Bouchard, Michele 

Waterville, ME 

DiBlasi, Dawn 
Waterville, ME 

Doucette, John 

Waten/ille, ME 

Gorman, Tara 
Waten/ille, ME 

Huffman, Jessica 

Waterville, ME 

Kahl, Steve 

Waterville, ME 

Lynch, Ian 

Waterville, ME 

MacLean, Maren 

Waten/ille, ME 

MacRae, Carolyn 
Waterville, ME 

Mannix, Annika 

Waterville, ME 

Miller, George 

Waterville, ME 

Saunders, Sharon 

Waterville, ME 

Thomas, Richard 
Waterville, ME 

Winter, David 

Waterville, ME 

Woods, Linda 
Waten/ille, ME 

Briggs, M. Elaine 

Wayne, ME 

Lipson, Hildie 

Wayne, ME 

Atwate r, Tim 

Wells, ME 

Lawrence, Vinnedge 

West Baldwin, ME 

Basgall, Sandra 

West Bath, ME 

Moriarty, Stephen 

West Bath, ME 

Warner-Evans, Morgana 
West Bath, ME 

Crump, Deborah 
West Paris, ME 

Goodale, Martha 

Westbrook, ME 

Naber, Don 
Westbrook, ME 

Parker, Iris 

Wes tbro ok, ME 

Snyder, Simon 

Westbrook, ME 

St. Peter, Karen 

Westbrook, ME 

Ekholm, Erik 

Whitefield, ME 

Ekholm, Judi 

Whitefield, ME 

Twist, Thomas 
Whitefield, ME 

Campion, Donna 
Wilton, ME 

OReilly, Robert 

Wilton, ME 

OReilly, Barbara 

Wilton, ME 

Walters, Nancy 
Wilton, ME 

Bailey, Joyce 

Windham, ME 

Bernacki, Lucas 

Windham, ME 

Briggs, Martha 

Windham, ME 

Shaw, Gayle 

Windham, ME 

Hoad, Steve 

Windsor, ME 

shafer, kay 

Winslow, ME 

Crockett, Cynthia 

Win terport, ME 

Reynolds, Melinda 

Win terport, ME 

Wagner, Da rrah 

Win terport, ME 

Blanchard, Andrew 
Winthrop, ME 

Galbraith, Carolyn 

Winthrop, ME 

Bluth, Debra 

Wiscasset, ME 

Fox, Martin 

Wiscasset, ME 

Van Alsenoy, Susan 
Wiscasset, ME 

Hatch, Claudia 

Woolwich, ME 

Dakin-Neal, Kym berly 
Yarmo uth, ME 

Eva ns, Stacy 

Yarmouth, ME 

Paul, Daniel 

Yarmouth, ME 

Souder, Jay 

Yarmouth, ME 

Sta rkel, Deborah 

Yarmouth, ME 

Stowell, Jaime 

Yarmouth, ME 

Collins, Francis 

York, ME 

Fortin, Elana 

York, ME 

Libby, Ca rol 
York, ME 

Patrick, Patrick 

York Beach, ME


