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Senator Nangle, Representative Crafts, and distinguished members of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Transportation, l am Matt Marks, a Principal at Cornerstone Government Affairs, and submitting 

testimony on behalf of my client the Associated General Contractors of Maine (AGC Maine). 

AGC Maine has actively participated in the Maine Climate Council and on subcommittees, including the 
transportation working group. If you are familiar with the Council's process, each working group is 

provided with an open forum to present ideas, debate, and ultimately decide which items are presented 

to the full Council. Vehicle Miles Traveled was discussed often, and the best approach was debated, but 

there are some challenges using VMT as measure of success or failure. 

The updated Maine Climate Council report, which I've attached, includes an increased focus on "Strategy 

A,” which consists of continuing to build out EV charging, accelerating the transition to light-duty electric 

and plug-in hybrid vehicles, accelerating the adoption of zero-emission medium and heavy-duty vehicles, 
investing in public, active, and shared transportation, and improving the resilience of Maine's 

transportation system. 

Putting aside the additional requirements placed on Maine's transportation agencies, the fundamental 

question of whether building new capacity and attracting additional vehicle miles traveled is at the heart 
of this debate if this bill becomes law. When or if, since new capacity is rarely built, it follows years of 
analysis, community meetings, and planning that demonstrate the need. The debate over VMT is tough. 
Maine has consistently shared that we need to have population growth. VMT is a strong indicator of 
activity, whether people are moving here and are active in our state, and additional commercial activity 

that is a sign of demonstrated growth. 

That is part of the reason we decided to focus on the mode of transportation, as reflected in the Maine 
Climate Council's updated report. As residents transition from internal combustion engine vehicles to 

electric or hybrid vehicles and increase ridership on public transportation, VMT becomes less of an issue 
regarding GHG emissions. 

We agree with reviewing projects to include additional public transportation options. However, we also 
believe that MaineDOT has proven that it can consider those investments when examining new 
infrastructure. In fact, MaineDOT has been a leader in integrating Climate Council initiatives in their 

operations and projects including a focus on resilience. They have dedicated significant time and resources 

leading efforts on EV infrastructure, evaluating projects for storm events, and holding countless 

discussions with experts in the United States and Canada on plans to improve our system in Maine. To be 

honest, it's been a constant focus since the establishment of the Climate Council and one of the primary 

reasons discussions have led to many of the objectives moving forward in the process. 

We also encourage the Committee to consider new Federal executive orders and forthcoming changes. 
Given the broad discretion of the current Federal administration on policies and use of funds in states, we 
remain concerned that laws or regulations could prohibit the distribution of grants and funds for use in 

188 Whltten Road, Augusta ME 04330 ' www.agcmaine.org 207-6224741

�



our transportation infrastructure. In fact, the Secretary of Transportation recently issued a memo to state 
transportation officials outlining additional expectations. Given the generous amount federal funding, it's 
imperative that each decision regarding new initiative considers the potential financial implications of 
additional regulations. 

l want to thank the Committee for listening to and considering our comments. We are happy to answer 
any questions.
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ransportation is responsible for 49 percent of Maine’ s carbon emissions from fossil fuels, making the 
sector one of Maine’ s largest opportunities to combat climate change. Most of those emissions come 
from the tailpipes of passenger cars and trucks as many drivers travel long distances across our large, 

rural state. Continued progress will depend on faster adoption of cleaner electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids, 
improved public and active transportation options, and better land use planning for new development that helps 
Mainers avoid or reduce driving. 

Accelerating the sales of new and used electric vehicles (EVs), including plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHI-EVs), is both 
the least costly and the most effective way to deeply cut greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality and 
public health. Rapidly improving new technology in vehicles, batteries, and charging infrastructure will support 
this transition, especially as EVs and PI-{EVs become increasingly price-competitive and sometimes cheaper for 
drivers than gas-fueled vehicles, especially those regularly commuting longer distances. 

Access to reliable, convenient, and affordable charging is critical to EV adoption. To strengthen drivers’ confi- 

dence in EVs, the state should continue to invest in public charging infrastructure and launch a robust public 
education campaign about the efficiency, safety, and cost-effectiveness of EVs and Pl-IEVs. Maine should increase 
incentives for low- and moderate-income Maine drivers making vehicle purchases, including new and used vehi- 
cles, to help make EVs and PI-IEVs a realistic option for more Maine households. 

In addition to passenger cars and other light-duty vehicles, the state must encourage zero-emission trucks and 
buses, as well as electric and hybrid ferry and boat fleets, to reduce overall transportation emissions from these 
important sectors. Maine should develop an incentive program for medium- and heavy-duty vehicles, as well 
as connect fleet owners with advice and support to increase the rates of truck and bus fleet electrification. This 
electrification will reduce emissions and air pollution, especially for communities in high-traffic areas. As pur- 
chase prices come down over time and the market delivers more and more of these vehicles, public and private 
sector fleet owners and operators will save money across the lifespan of their fleets, paying less for clay-to-day 
operations and maintenance while taking meaningful climate action. - 

Electrifying vehicles is the most effective way to curb greenhouse gas emissions from Maine' s transportation 
sector, but improving public and “ 

active” transportation—or human-powered transportation such as walking 
and biking—is essential to meeting Maine people' s needs and connecting climate action to their daily lives. Safe 
and convenient sidewalks and bike lanes, shared commuting options, and access to convenient public transporta- 
tion, including bus service and rail, give Maine people more options to get where they need to go, while helping 
to clean the air they breathe and protect their health. 

Finally, a resilient transportation network with roads, bridges, and culverts that are ready for increasingly extreme 
and frequent rain events and storm surges will make travel safer for all Maine riders and drivers and help ensure 
that emergency services can reach Maine communities when they' re needed most. Continued investment in 
improving transportation infrastructure is vital for making Maine communities resilient to climate change 
impacts. 
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Recharge Maine 
Recharge Maine is the state’s initiative to create a convenient, reliable, and accessible EV charging network 
across Maine, especially along the most traveled roads and highways. Through Recharge Maine, the state is 

investing $52 million in state and federal funding to install more than 700 charging ports statewide. In 2024, 
the Recharge Maine initiative completed its first projects funded by federal National Electric Vehicle Infrastruc- 

ture (NEVI) formula funding: 13 new fast charging ports along Route l in Rockland as well as five new ports 
along I-95 in Augusta. In 2024, the Recharge Maine initiative additionally installed 40 new Level 2 charging 
ports throughout the state. In future years, Recharge Maine will help expand Level 2 charging at multifamily 

buildings, large workplaces, community locations, and regional service centers and will help expand DC fast 
charging along highways and within communities. 

MAINE WON'T WAIT
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Accelerate Maine's adoption of 
zero-emission medium- and 

heavy-duty vehicles 

tr. By 2028, launch pilot lproiects for 
zero-emission trucks, municipal and school 
buses, ferries, and boats to demonstrate 
and evaluate performance, reliability, and 
cost savings.

T

, 

a Launch near-term fleet advisory services 
to help medium- and heavy-duty vehicle 
fleets adtip/.tQ;1’

, c;;lV,.ea~n 
vehicles. 

e Develop‘ an incentive program for 
zero-emission medium- and heavy-duty 
vehicles. 

Advance policy options, including collab- 
orative utility and regulatory approaches, 
that accelerate the adoption of zero-emis- 
sion medium- and heavy-duty vehicles. 

While light-duty passenger vehicles account for most of 

Maine' s transportation emissions, medium- and heavy- 

duty trucks and buses contribute a significant 27 per- 

cent.‘ The state’ s recent Clean Transportation Roadmap 

for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles (November 
2024) charts a path forward for increasing the num- 

ber of clean trucks and buses in Maine to reduce these 

emissions. The Roadmap recommends supporting pilot 

clean truck projects to evaluate and demonstrate per- 

formance, reliability, and cost-effectiveness; launching 

a fleet advisory service to help fleets prepare for elec- 

trification; and developing an incentive program for 

zero-emission trucks to support early market adoption. 

The state will continue to pursue policy options, includ- 

ing collaborative utility and regulatory approaches, that 

accelerate the adoption of zero-emission medium- and 

heavy-duty vehicles and will also continue to explore 

alternative fuel options, including hydrogen. 

Many Maine transit operators and fleet owners are 
ready for electrification. MaineDOT worked with eight 
transit agencies to complete transition plans for electric 

and hybrid vehicles, and transition plans for four more 

agencies are under way. As MaineDOT and transit agen- 
cies implement these transition plans, transit operators 

and fleet owners who are interested but not yet pur- 

suing electrification will have models to inform their 

decision-making. 

The Maine Department of Education’ s new Green 
Schools Program will build on the successful efforts 

of local school districts to increase clean school bus use 

across the state. Maine has already secured more than 

$20 million in federal EPA funding for more than 70 
clean school buses statewide. 

Some sectors of Maine’ s marine economy have electrifica- 
tion and emission reduction opportunities, while others 

require more innovation and clean-fuel options. Maine- 

DOT will continue to explore electric and hybrid options 
for future state ferry replacements, including through a 

$16.6 million federal grant that will fund safety enhance- 

ments and other improvements to support the future 

operation of hybrid ferries in Lincolnville and Islesboro. 

Maine and key stakeholders should continue to support 

innovation and efforts to help commercial marine and 

small harbor craft adopt electrified propulsion and other 

low- and zero-emission vessel technologies. 
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Dylan Pardue has driven his electric Nissan Leaf 

through three Maine winters on the rural roads 
of Pembroke in Washington County. lt performs 
great in the cold; the low, heavy battery gives it 

great handling and traction, and he's never been 

stranded. 

"You have to think about charging differently than 
ii stopping for gas," he said. It's more like charging 

up your phone every night and starting the day 
with a full battery." 

L

‘ 

Pardue purchased his Leaf in 2021 after driving 

his previous car, a Subaru, to the 200,000-mile 

mark. He made the jump to an electric vehicle (EV) 
fora lot of reasons, including savings and climate 

concerns. 

"EVs significantly reduce lifecycle carbon diox- 

ide emissions," he said. "They have better perfor- 

mance and instant torque, and I no longer need 

to deal with gas. EVs offered better technology, 
a quiet drive, and reduced maintenance costs.” 

His employer, the Cobscook Institute, also offered 
Level 2 EV charging, a faster option than_slower 
at-home Level l charging. 

“l rent and only have a standard outlet at home, 
and it's sufficient for me with workplace charging. 
I've saved quite a bit on gas," he said. 

But even if he charged his EV at home using a 

standard outlet, he says there would still be a 

slight savings, or similar to gas depending’ on its 
current price. And that's not considering the addi- 
tional savings of driving a non-combustion engine 

vehicle. ‘ 

“There is a lot less variability in electricity rates 
versus gas," he said. 

He's hopeful that he'll see more EV adoption in 
rural areas like his in the coming years, thanks 
to investments in charging network expansion, 
a growing used EV market, and more affordable 
models in production. 

“I don't plan to buy anything that burns fossil fuels again if I can help it." 

MAINE WON'T WAIT
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SCOTT LAVVYERSON 

Dfiifliiirififilié %?€ file Efig 
Over the past three years, Maine has received $20 million for 72 electric school buses across 30 
school districts through the federal Environmental Protection Agency's Clean School Bus program. 

The Upper Kennebec Valley High School was among the first to receive funding and iust began its 
second school year using the bus full time. 

“l think a lot of people have warmed up to it," head driver Scott 
Lawyerson said in a Natural Resources Council of Maine blog post. 

“lt runs well every day, and the kids love it." l 

“It handles well, and the heating system is awesome, works great," 

Lawyerson added. 

Lawyerson, also the local fire chief, said while many in the commu- 
nity were initially resistant to the new bus, he made sure anyone 
who wanted to see it for themselves had that opportunity. 

"They ask me questions about it, and I'm very honest with them." 
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will be fast charging, and nearly 85 percent of these 

funds are from federal grants. This investment will 

create a convenient and accessible charging network 

along Maine’ s most traveled roads and highways, in 

its rural communities and service centers, near multi- 

unit buildings and low-income neighborhoods, and at 

workplaces, ensuring Maine drivers can travel easily to 

every corner of the state. 

Public perception about EVs remains a challenge, and 

Maine must do more to show that they work for Maine 

drivers. Robust education and awareness efforts are 

needed to explain how EVs work, promote their eco- 

nomic and environmental benefits, and publicize the 

availability of incentivesand charging infrastructure. 

Those efforts should be tailored to diverse audiences, 

including municipalitiesand schools, business owners, 

and consumers.
i 

Fires involving electric vehicle batteries, while rare, are 

part of this public perception challenge and require 

specialized skills and equipment to extinguish safely. 

Maine’ s first responder community needs to be well- 

equipped to handle emergencies involving EVs. In 

2.024, the Maine Fire Service Institute of Southern 

Maine Community College hosted two first responder 

trainings in Bangor and Brunswick centered on EV 
safety. Maine should expand the number of education 

opportunities available to first responders in all parts 

of the state, including small and rural communities. 

Finally, Maine must continue to pursue policies that 

make EVs and PHEVs more attractive and afford- 

able for consumers. This includes continued anal- 

ysis of utility regulatory reform and other policies 

necessary to meet our statutory emissions targets. 

Programs that allow an electric utility to cover some 

of the costs of installing EV infrastructure for the 
public sector, public transportation, and low-income 

customers can help reduce some of the barriers to 

installing EV charging. 

Electric Vehicles on the Road in Maine 

29,999 

15,999 .... .. 

12,999 ................. .. 

2022 2023 2024 

H Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) 

Source: Maine Department of Environmental Protection and Atlas Public Policy 
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Accelerate Maine's transition to 
light-duty electric and plug-in 

hybrid electric vehicles 

Put 150,000 light-duty battery electric and 
plug-in hybrid vehicles on the road in Maine 
by 2030. 

Lower the cost of new and used electric 
vehicles (EVs) and plug-in hybrid elec- 
tric vehicles (PHEVs) for low- and moder- 
ate-income drivers, ensuring that at least 
50 percent of all funding for light-duty EV 
rebates reaches those drivers. 

Expand public EV charging infrastruc- 
ture with a goal of more than 700 publicly 
funded EV charging ports installed by 2028, 
including in underserved and rural commu- 
nities. 

Launch new EV education and aware- 
ness campaigns for Maine communities, 
consumers, car dealers, school districts, 
and employers. 

Train Maine's first responders to be 
prepared to safely handle fires involving 
EV batteries. 

Advance policies that make lower- and 
zero-emissions vehicles more attractive 
choices for consumers and improve overall 
vehicle efficiency, including through infor- 
mation on the emission and efficiency bene- 
fits of non-plug-in hybrids. 

EVs currently account for more than 6.5 percent of 

new vehicle registrations in Maine, up from less than 

1.5 percent in 2020.‘ This progress is meaningful, but 

Maine is not immune to the forces slowing EV adop- 
tion nationally and must do more to make EVs accessi- 

ble and affordable to a broader range of Maine people. 

To further increase the number of EVs on the road, 

Maine must continue to offer attractive EV rebates 
and expand the dealer network offering rebates, espe- 

cially in rural communities. Low- and m0derate-in- 

come drivers will need additional financial support 

MAINE WON’T WAIT 

to make EVs affordable; in 2024, only 17 percent of 

state EV rebates went to these households. The state 
should explore additional options to make EVs more 

affordable, including broadening access to financing, 

tax incentives, and federal funding opportunities. 

To help more drivers switch to EVs, Maine needs to 
continue to expand its statewide network of reliable 

EV charging. Maine currently has more than 1,000 
EV charging ports statewide. Through the Recharge 
Maine initiative, the state is investing over $50 million 

to install more than 700 new charging ports across 
Maine by 2028.3 Nearly 20 percent of these ports



invest in public, active, 
and shared transportation 

Work with the Maine Transit Association 
to increase transit ridership by 5 percent 
annually to reach or exceed pre-CDVID-19 
ridership levels by 2029. 

Increase access, performance, funding, 
and use of shared and public transporta- 
tion systemsin Maine, in partnership with 
municipalities, transit providers, the New 
England Passenger/Rail Authority, state 
agencies, and dtliéipartner organizations, 
including: 

K
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o Launch and expand innovative transit 
pilot projects in urban and rural areas, 
including with transportation provid- 
ers for MaineCare members and with 
employers through workforce-transpor- 
tation programs.

I 

<> Improve the experience and efficiency 
of transit bystreamlining how riders pay 
fares, tracking vehicles in real-time, coor- 

dinating routes and schedules among 
transit agencies, and improving ameni- 
ties and facilities. 

0 Work with transit providers to develop 
standards for, track, and improve on-time 
performance. 

0 Support transit providers in evaluating 
and improving existing services and study 
and document the need for potential new 
transit services, including in underserved 
communities. 

o Continue to work with transit providers to 
implement plans to transition to electric 
and hybrid vehicles. 

o Continue to work with transit providers 
and stakeholders to increase awareness 
of public transportation as options for 

travel, including bus and rail service. 

0 Increase shared commuting by expanding 
participation in G0 MAINE. 

MAINE WON'T WAIT 

Fund and support expanded opportuni- 
ties for safe bicycle and pedestrian travel, 
including:

i 

O By 2029, expand safe active transporta- 
tion infrastructure in at least 10 villages 
and downtowns, paving at least 75 
miles of the shoulder along rural roads 
and building at least ‘l0 miles of priority 
off-road trails. 

o Continue to work with transit provid- 
ers and stakeholders to increase aware- 
ness of public and active transportation 
as options for travel, as well as bike and 
pedestrian safety. 

o Help municipalities to fund local active 
transportation projects by establishing an 
annual Active Transportation Partnership 
Initiative by 2025.

f
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o Identify and map priority routes for walk- 
ing and biking by 2025. 

0 Integrate public transit, biking,/and walk- 

ing more fully into state transportation 
planning processes. s 

if 

0 Share information about the benefits 
of e-bikes for commuting and consider 
opportunities to utilize e-bikes to support 
workforce transportation programs. 

Invest in clean transportation programs and 
projects that offer low-carbon alternatives 
to help offset emissions from other trans- 
portation proiects that could increase vehi- 

cle traffic. 

Over the next four years, monitor and 
support national research aimed at under- 
standing greenhouse gas emission impacts 
of public, active, and shared transportation 
proiects. 

Encourage utilization of new programs that 
provide universal access to high-speed, 
affordable internet service and may reduce 
the need for driving.



Bus Ambassadors undergo training at a Greater Portland Metro facility. Bus Ambassadors teach immigrants, refugees, and asylum- 
seekers with limited English proficiency how to use transit in the region. When someone submits a request for assistance, they're 
matched with a Bus Ambassador fluent in their native ianguage who meets them at a bus stop and shows them how to pay for the bus, 
map their route, and signal for the bus to make a stop. This is the fourth year of the program, which is run by the Greater Portland 
Councii oi Governments in partnership with Greater Portland Metro, South Portland Bus Service, and Bidcleford Saco Old Orchard 
Beach Transit, 
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Marcel Ntagora is a community engagement coordinator at the 
Greater Portland Council of Governments. 

“We bring people who face transportation barriers to the deci- 
sion-making table," he said. “By elevating the voices of people 
in underrepresented communities, we're making transportation 
more equitable and accessible for all users. The people in the 
program are regular transit users and have different challenges. 
The program allows them to speak directly to decision-makers 
about their challenges and offer ideas about improving public 
transportation for everyone." 
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The Maine Department of Transportation (Maine- 

DOT) has strategic plans to support the use of public 
and active transportation. The 2023 Maine State Transit 

Plan (MSTP) and the Maine State Active Transporta- 

tion Plan (MSATP) both outline specific steps the state 

can take to improve equitable access to transportation 

alternatives. 

In accordance with the 

and 

transit 

should 

ational 

cles to 

state 

all state 

senger 

per 

year 

state 

fiscal year 2025, an increase of over 380 percent from 

$1.15 million in fiscal year 2023. The state should sup- 

port transit providers to evaluate and improve existing 

study document the need for potential 

commu- 

Maine- 

will con- 

pilot 
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and represents 
from the Lewiston area. 

BIW has also further expanded its involvement with GO 
commuter program to help employees find rides to work and 

CQMMUTE A 

Falls. 

home. BIW has 493 active participants in GO MAINE, an increase of 201 since grant 
funding began. 
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Maine can make transit more accessible and appealing 

to more riders. Strategies like improved coordination of 

routes and schedules among transit agencies, seamless 

fare payment, and real-time vehicle tracking will make 

it easier and more convenient for Maine people to use 

public transportation. 

As more cars, trucks, and buses transition to electric, it 

will be important to help transit agencies adopt these 

technologies to reduce emissions and lower operational 

costs. MaineDOT will continue to explore funding 
opportunities, such as federal grants to help transit pro- 

viders transition to hybrid and electric vehicles. 

to and education about shared com- 

like carpooling will help reduce sin- 

and reduce emissions. MaineDOT 
with

e 

is an 

for 

lIlVC 

the 

trails 

in April 2024 and approved Mame voters in Novem- 
ber 2024. MaineDOT will continue to integrate active 
transportation into planning processes, such as integrat- 

ing active transportation with transit routes. MaineDOT 

will continue to expand access to bike-share programs 

through collaborations with public, private, and non- 

profit entities and the Maine Department of Labor. 
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Increased awareness and outreach are key to helping 

people understand their transportation options and 

use them safely. MaineDOT should work with transit 
providers and partner organizations to provide educa- 

tion about public and active transportation options, as 

well as pedestrian and bicycle safety. 

Finally, access to high-speed, affordable internet ser- 

vice that supports telecommuting, remote education, 

telehealth, and access to online services can help to 

reduce travel and emissions. The Maine Connectivity 

Authority, established in 2021 to expand access to reli- 

able, high-speed, and affordable internet service state- 

more than $250 million in state and 

to expand broadband in Maine, resulting 

internet connections. This has 

of Maine homes and businesses with 

to 29,000, or 5 percent of 

the state, down from 18 percent in 2021. 

"Reduce CO2" by Nora Lin, age 17 

Earlier this year, Climate&Me, the youth-focused initiative of the 
Maine Climate Council, created the Youth Climate Art Challenge 
for Maine kids and youth ages 9-22. Participants submitted work 
representing their perspectives on Maine's climate challenges and 
solutions, and their vision of Maine's future.



CHRIS MORIN 

GETTING BACK Tfi K WW AN ELECTRl€ BIKE 
Chris Morin was one of the first participants in the E-Bike Partnership pilot project jointly run by the 
Maine Departmentof Transportation and the Maine Departmentn orftabi or. In partnership with the 
Bicycle Coalition of Maine, Eastern Maine Development Corporation, and the Bangor Area Recov- 
ery Network, the pilot provided Chris with an e-bike, helmet, toolkit, safety vest, and training in 
November of 2023. He's been logging hours and miles on his e-bike ever since. 

Morin, who is in substance use recovery, was living in the Orono-Old Town area at the time and 
struggling to arrange transportation to Bangor to his required daily Treatment and Recovery Court 
appointments, substance use testing, and counseling, and to look for work. 

"l had been a CNC machinist for 
V

. 

more than 20 years and lost it all 
in just five months. I went from 
being on top to being vulnerable 
and living on the streets. I've been 
in recovery for 778 days, and this 
e-bike has been an awesome help." 

In addition to cycling more than
C 

100 miles in an average week to get 
to Bangor for appointments, Chris 
secured not only one job but three. 
During the concert season, Chris 

works for Waterfront Concerts, 
setting up and breaking down 
the stage equipment for visit- 
ing artists and in facilities main- 
tenance during the events. The 
e-bike enables Chris to be avail- 
able whenever needed, in the early 
mornings and late at night. ln addi- 

tion, Chris secured a year-round i 

position cleaning professional 
office buildings. With the e-bike, 
he can commute between a half 
dozen worksites for this job. 

i “Not having wheels was a huge stress. Now, the e-bike is also a source 
of enioyment. l made a lot of lifestyle changes and have dropped 'l20 
pounds. Having the e-bike for exercise and for the mindset it helps me 

keep has been a big part of it all for me." 
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Improve the I’€SlllBl1CE of 
Maine's transportation system 

Continue to invest in programs that 
strengthen and protect transportation infra 
structure and advance p|3l‘\|1ll1QtO redesign 
or relocate the most vulnerable transporta 

The Maine Department of Transportation is develop- 

ing a high-resolution flood-risk model that will help 

to identify infrastructure along Maine’ s coast that is 
most at risk from sea-level rise and storm events using 

a $1 million grant from the U.S. Department of Com- 
merce. The Governor' s Office of Policy Innovation 
and the Future is also studying the vulnerability of 

state-owned infrastructure to climate impacts using an 

$809,000 grant from the Federal Emergency Manage- 
.A I'\ I I‘ I I In I 
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NEW SHARON 

2 

CUUIERT suvves fifififi §. TGRM 
In 2019, MaineDOT replaced a 6-foot diameter metal culvert with a 15-foot-wide box culvert 
on Route 2 in New Sharon. During the December 2023 storm, U.S. Geological Survey stream 
gages on the Sandy River recorded historic flooding levels, but this culvert survived without 
any noted damage and maintained the features that provide aquatic connectivity. 

Seen and after 
storms. 

sup NOTES 
1 This includes both new and used car sales and cars registered in Maine from out of state; data from

V 

https:[/atlaspolicy.com]rechargemainel as of October 1, 20241
1 

~
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2 Maine Governor's Energy Office & Maine Governor's Office of Policy Innovation and the Future (2021). 
“Maine Clean Transportation Roadmap," pp. 15-16: https://www.maine.gov/futurelinitiativeslclimatel 
cleantransportation ~

E
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3 https://www;maine.gov/rechargemaine 
1

1
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4 Maine Department of Environmental Protection analysis using the US Environmental Protection 
Inventory State Inventory Tool in February 2024 (unpublished). 
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