Maine Conservation Voters

Inform, Vote. Protect.

Testimony of Maine Conservation Voters
“An Act to Require Disclosure of Campaign Funding Sources”
Before the Veterans and Legal Affairs Committee

Senator Hickman, Representative Supica, and distinguished members of the Veterans and Legal '
Affairs Committee.

My name is Nick Janzen, Director of Policy and Partnerships at Maine Conservation Voters, a
state-wide non-profit organization with more than 13,000 members and supporters devoted to
building an inclusive democracy and making conservation and climate action a political priority.

I’m here to testify in proud support of LD 1666, “An Act to Include in the Ranked-choice
Election Method for General and Special Elections the Offices of Governor, State Senator and
State Representative and to Make Other Related Changes.” At MCV, we believe that you can’t
have a healthy environment without a healthy democracy. That’s why we support measures to
make our democratic institutions more accessible and responsive to Maine people. Ranked
Choice Voting (RCV) is a common sense, non-partisan form of elections designed to maximize
voter choice at the ballot. The more meaningful options voters have to express their preference
for candidates who will champion our climate and environment, the better off our world will be.
A poll from the 2024 election shows that Maine voters overwhelmingly support RCV and find it
easy to use.! The time is long past to standardize the form of Maine elections as voters intended
when they adopted RCV in 2016.

This bill returns elections for governor and state legislature to the RCV statute and conforms the
statute with the Maine Constitution’s plurality provisions.? It does this by more clearly
demonstrating that a voter expresses preferences when ranking candidates on their ballot and that
a vote is not tallied until election officials have taken all of a voter’s preferences into account.

The purpose of the Constitution’s plurality provisions is to avoid the need for the Legislature to
select the winner of an election. On several occasions during the 1800s, the Legislature decided

! Fair Vote, New Ranked Choice Poll in Maine: Harris Leads Statewide and in 1st District, Trump leads in

2nd District, Nov. 1, 2024, https:/fairvote.org/press/maine-poll-oct2024/,
2 Me. Const. art. IV, pt. 1, § 5; Me. Const. art. IV, pt. 2, § 4; Me. Const. art. V, pt. 1, § 3.



elections where no candidate received a majority of the votes. At times, they selected candidates
who didn’t even receive the most votes. This political history culminated with the Maine Capitol
Riot of 1880 and the later adoption of the plurality requirements. The point was to improve the
system so that people, not other elected officials, could directly elect their governor and
representatives.

This bill makes RCV consistent with both the spirit and the letter of the Constitution. It will
result in the election of gubernatorial and state legislative candidates who receive the most votes,
without requiring a majority, and it does so directly at the ballot, not in the State House, assuring
voter confidence in the political system.

The bill is also consistent with the Constitution’s text. In 2020 the Alaska Supreme Court held
that that state’s RCV statute is consistent with its constitutional plurality requirement, both of
which are virtually identical to Maine’s.” The Alaska Supreme Court understood that a vote is
not determined until after the final round of tabulation.

In contrast, the Justices of the Maine Supreme Court determined in their 2017 solemn occasion
that a vote was final after the first round of voting, without pointing to anything in the
Constitution or the statute that required them to reach that decision, and that RCV would deny
candidates who won this “first plurality.”

LD 1666 clarifies that a vote is only determined after the final round of tabulation. There is no
first plurality, there is only the plurality or the majority that exists after the final tabulation, and it
is, therefore, consistent with the constitution.

For these reasons, MCYV, along with our undersigned members, urge you to vote “ought to pass”
on LD 1666. '

Nicholas Janzen, Esq.
Director of Policy and Partnerships
Maine Conservation Voters

3 Kohlhaas v. Off. of Lieutenant Governor, Div. of Elections, 518 P.3d 1095, 1118 (Alaska 2022).
* Opinion of the Justices, 2017 ME 100, 65, 162 A.3d 188.




WE SUPPORT THE EXPANSION
OF RANKED CHOICE VOTING IN
MAINE.

THE UNDERSIGNED 555 MAINERS SUPPORT
THE EXPANSION OF RANKED CHOICE VOTING
TO GUBERNATORIAL AND STATE LEGISLATIVE

RACES
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Niru Aggarwal, Portland
Jonathan Albrecht, Penobscot
Beth Allen, Wells

Nancy Anderson, Cumberland Foreside

Penelope Andrews, Hermon
Allison Andrews, Portland
Donald Angevine, Bethel
Andree Appel, Brunswick
Erika Arthur, Freedom
Tom Aversa, Unity
Breeze Azrael, Abbot
Jane Babbitt, Camden
Christopher Babcock, Bath
Joyce Bailey, Windham -
Meret Bainbridge, Saco
Susan Bakaley Marshall, Montville
Joseph Barth, Bridgton
Erica Bartlett, Portland
Luke Bartol, Portland
Jeff Bates, Yarmouth
Janet Baumann, Penobscot
Jan Beach, Belgrade
Laura Bean, Brunswick
Roberta Beavers, South Berwick
Louisa Beckett, South Portland
Christine Beitl, Orono
Lisa Belanger, North Yarmouth
Susan Bernat, Portiand
David Bilski, New Harbor
Lucy Birkett, Freeport
Pam Blake, Freeport
Catherine Bloom, Fryeburg
Roy Bouchard , Rome
Zach Bouchard, Cumberland
Barbara Bourgoine, Readfield
Kate Bourne, Portland
Stephen Bowman, Brunswick
Cletis Boyer, Belfast
Sarah Braik, Portland
Katherine Branch, South Paris

Stephen Brandon, Kittery
Bruce Brandt, Brunswick
Cathy Breen, Falmouth
Lucy Breslin, South Portland
Dyanne Brewster, Limington
Martha Briggs, Windham
Ken Brinnick, Mechanic Falls
Melissa Britsch, Brunswick
Anna Brown, South Freeport
Em Brown, Auburn
Barrie Brusila, Warren
Hans Bryant, Windsor
Kathleen Buckley, Windham
Deborah Burd, Strong
Gary Burke, East Wilton
Deborah Burke, Wilton
Dylan Burmeister, Nobleboro
Bruce Burnham, Old Town
Laurel Burns, Portland
Helen Burton, Peaks Island
Marianne Butak, Wayne
Rebecca Buyers, Sweden
Chris Cabot, North Yarmouth
Josh Caldwell, Portland
Joan Candelmo, Scarborough
Deborah Capwell, Belfast
Vernon Carter , Kittery
Laurie Cartier, Bangor
Nancy Cartonio, Portland
Barbara Casey, Topsham
Donna Cassidy, Gorham
Elizabeth Castro, Winterport
Patricia Chase, Cape Elizabeth
Aaron Chase, York
Wendy Cherubini, Portland
peggy Christian, Bowdoinham
Patricia Lord Clark, Brunswick
Lori Clark, Readfield
Rebecca Clark, Whitneyville
Ruth Clay, Hampden

Rebecca Clark, Whitneyville
Ruth Clay, Hampden
Aimee Claybaugh, Brooklin
Joel Clement, Wayne
Hudson Coccoluto, Portland
Laurence Anne Coe, Rockland
Stephen Cole, Stockton Springs
Barbara Cole, Orono
Bruce Cole, Cape Elizabeth
Gabe Cole, Portland
David Collins, Windham
Gerald Collins, Southwest Harbor
Susan Conard, Northport
David Conwell, Brunswick
Margaret Leitch Copeland, Bath
Brenda Corkum, Chelsea
Celeste Cota, Brewer
Andrew Cottle, Freeport
Susan Covino, York
Debra Coyman, Falmouth
Jacquelyn Cressy, Topsham
Jacquelyn Cressy, Topsham
Randall Curtis, Blue Hill
Julie Daigle, Sinclair
Kymberly Dakin, Yarmouth
Mary Daley, Scarborough
Linda Dartt, Montville
Amy Davidoff, Vassalboro
Jenny Davidson, Freeport
Katherine Davis, Brunswick
Corliss Davis, Belfast
Shirley Davis, Orono
Marilyn Davis, Falmouth
CB Davis, Gray
Jessica Decke, Camden
Russel Deconti, Hiram
Daryl DeJoy, Penobscot
Adair DeLamater, Bath
Molly DellaRoman, Brooklin
Libby Delucia-Harting, Portland
James Deming, Bowdoinham




Deb Denbow, Portland
Meadow Dibble, Portliand
Norman Dickinson, Westbrook
Michael Dixon, Auburn
Ann Dodd-Collins, Portland
Colleen Donohoe, Portland
Ann Dorney, Norridgewock
Kristen Dorsey, Freeport
Emmah Doucette, Fryeburg
George Doughty, Brunswick
David Dowlry, Roque Bluffs
Peggy Drake, Steuben
Janice Drinan, Scarborough
Peter Dugas, Portland
Cynthia Dunham, Lincolnville
Joanne Dunlap, Rangeley
William Dunn, Yarmouth
Mary Durost, Bucksport
Howard E Dupee, Alfred
Eli Edgecomb, Scarborough
Nancy Egan, Harpswell
Rhonda Embelton, Presque Isle
David Ertz, Yarmouth
Amy Eshoo, North Yarmouth
Dirk Faegre, Belifast
Margaret Farrell, Topsham
Chuck Farrell, Topsham
Anne Farrington, Auburn
Donald Fellows, Lisbon
Lorna Ferguson, East Millinocket
Anne Ferrara, Brooksville
Lily Fessenden, Searsmont
John Fitzgerald, Sedgwick
Sierra Fletcher, Yarmouth
Mary E Fogg, PhD, Gorham
Haydée Foreman, Blue Hill
Sue Fothergill, Windham
Brenda Franey, South Portland,
Matthew Freytag, East Vassalboro
Leah Gail, Belfast

Anne Gallaudet, Scarborough
Peter Garrett, Winslow
Mark Germer, Topsham

Shelly Gibson, Biddeford
Estelle Gill, Sabattus
Laurie Gilman, North Yarmouth
Lydia Goetze, Southwest Harbor
Paulette Gosselin,Falmouth
Don Gow, Monroe
Bill Grabin, Kennebunk
Wade Graham, Lincolnville
Ellen Grant, Portland
Louise Grant, Mount Chase
Stephen Graves, Topsham
Marcye Gray, Norway
Robert Green, Standish
Nancy Greene, Auburn
Tracy Gregoire, Topsham
Hunt Gressitt, Blue Hill
Joan Griggs, Lovell
Phillip Groman, Union
Bill Gruener, Boothbay Harbor
CATHARINE Guiles, Topsham
Francesca Gundrum, Cumberland
Karen Gutchess, Madison
Jennie Gwilym, Portland
Elizabeth Hagens, Kennebunkport
Patricia Hager, Mercer
Rachel Hale, Biddeford
Michelle Ham, Saco

Peter Hamblin, Cape Elizabeth

Bill Hammond, Trevett
Nancy Hammond, Stoneham
Don,Hanson, Bangor
Ronella Hanson, Saco
Donna Hartzell, Livermore Falls
Hugh Harwell, Albion
Tammy Hashey, York
Jack Haskell, Portland
Mary Ann Haxton, Sumner

Priscilla Healy, York
Ray Hearne, Stockton Springs
Jay Helfrich, Brunswick
Joseph Helfrich, Brunswick
David Henderson, Friendship
Elizabeth Henry, Camden
Michae Herz, Damariscotta
Julia Hiltonsmith, Orono
Ronald Himmer, Brunswick
Lucy Hochschartner, Portland
Fran Hoef-Bouchard, Portland
Chloe Hoffman, Portland
Melissa Holmes, Addison
Perry Hopf, Kennebunk
Alice Hotopp, Bangor
Margaret Huber, Windham
Leslie Hudson, Orono
Kathleen Huntington, Newcastle
Meghan Hurley, Portland
Steve Husson, Hampden
Doug Hylan, Brooklin
Renee lgo, Hartford
Susan Inches, North Yarmouth
Katharine Jackson, Portland
April Jameson, Freeport
Caroline Janover, Damariscotta
Nick Janzen, Camden
Dick Jarrett, Limington
Nancy Jenkins, Camden
Correa John, Trenton
Judith Johnson, Monmouth.
Rebecca Johnson, Camden
David Jolly, Penobscot
Dorothy Jones, Brunswick
Donna Jones, Portland
Abigail Jones East, Boothbay
Chapman Jones, Brunswick
Lauren Jordan, New Gloucester
Thomas Jordan, New Gloucester
Donna Joss, Bridgton




Steven Katona, Bar Harbor
Mary Katsiaficas, Franklin
Kerrie Keller, Falmouth
Lisa Kelley, Freeport
Valerie Kelly, Peaks Island
Ruth Kelly, Gorham
Catherine Kerrigan, Windham
Satya Khalsa, Franklin
John Kiel, Norway
Mitchell Kihn, Warren
Jo Kilburn, North Berwick
Greg Kimber, Temple
Jerry King, Yarmouth
Fawn King, Litchfield
Elisabeth Kinney, Portland
Morgan Kiser, Standish
Susan Kistenmacher, Farmingdale
Molly Kizer, Wells
Barbara Klie, Scarborough
Dale Kneeland, Topsham
Charlotte Kolp, Waterville
Steven Konstantino, Freeport
Ben Kramer, New Gloucester
Eileen Kreutz, Industry
Amy Kroll, Belfast
Naomi Kronlokken, Portland
Janet Kuech, Gorham
Bethany LaBelle, Sanford
Devin Lachapelle, Norridgewock
Norton Lamb, New Gloucester
Rebecca Lambert, Portland
Cindy Lang, Thomaston
Margaret Lang, Vienna
Victor Langelo, Topsham
Theresa LaPlante, Cumberland Center
Albert Larson, Orono
Robert Lawrence, Rockport
Cynthia Lawrence, Rockport
Lisa Leaverton, Orland
William Lee, Waterville

Deborah Lee, Brewer
Roger Leisner, Augusta
Peter LeVine, Scarborough
Marijo Lewandowski, Cherryfield
Carol Libby, York
Kate Liberti, Boothbay
Brita Light, Camden
Mark Linkhorst, Nobleboro
Steven Linnell, Portland
Jill Linzee, New Harbor
Alan Liska, Portland
Elizabeth Listowich, Kingfield
Christine Little, Hallowell
Phoebe Little, Portland
Dana Little, Portland
Gillian Lobkowicz, Vinalhaven
Carol Loggia, Rockland
Merrell Long, North Waterboro
Jerry Longcore, Orono
Jeff Lovitz, Belgrade
Jacquelyn Lowe, Whiting
Susan Lowery, Harpswell
J Lukas, Avon
Wendy Lull, Berwick
Lisa Lutts, Penobscot
Mary Lynch, Farmington
Steven Lynch, Waldoboro
Jeff Mac Donald, Brownville
Amy MacDonald, Portland
Susan MacNeil-Densmore Camden
Deanna Macon, Portland
Cat Macri, Steep Falls
Lesley MacVane, Faimouth
Marisol Maddox, Appleton
Cynthia Magill, Kennebunkport
Suzanne Malis-Andersen, Veazie
Elaine Malkin, Canaan
Lucy Mallar, Dover Foxcroft
Renee Manly, Saint Albans

Dr. Albert Manville, Greenville Junction

John March, Seal Harbor
Don Marietta, Portland
Chris Marks, Bath
Mary Marra, Wells
Joanne Mason, Readfield
Thomas Maurer, Cherryfield
Natasha Mayers, Whitefield
Joanne Mayhew, Portland
Edward McAbee, York
Monica McAndrews, Ellsworth
Dervilla McCann, Winthrop
Monica McCarthy, Oakland
Clara McConnell, Freeport
Dale McCormick, Augusta
Doug Mccown, Portland
Suzanne McGinn, Cape Elizabeth
Sharon McHold, Yarmouth
Susan McKay Holden
Kristin MclLaren, Winthrop
Marie McLaughlin, Searsport
Kathleen Meil, Camden
Jennifer Meko, Cape Elizabeth
Jennifer Melville. Freeport
Sally Merchant, Spruce Head
Ellie Mersereau, Rockland
Andrew Michaelson, Portland
Karl Miller, South Portland
Roger Milliken, Portland
Sidney Mitchell, Dover Foxcroft
Corliss Mitchell, Starks
Teta Moehs, Belfast
David Mokler, Biddeford
Michael Montgomery, Augusta
Michelle Moody, Topsham
Raymelle Moody-Guthrie, Searsport
William Mook, Newcastle
Robert Moore , Freeport
Meredith Morehouse, Casco
Anne Morin, Saco
Nicole Merin-Scribner, Belgrade




Abi Morrison, Rockland
Anne Moulton , Westport Island
Molly Mulhern, Camden
Patricia Mulholland, Arundel
Suzanne Nadeau, Old Town
John Neal, Greene
Hilary Neckles, Hallowell
Amelia Neilson, Arrowsic
Richard Nelson, Friendship
Stephanie Nelson Newcastle
Diane Nosnik, Cape Neddick
Andrea Nurse, Avon
Julia Obrien Merrill, Newcastle
Amanda Oechslie, Newburgh
Buck OHerin, Montville
Karin Ohlson, Portland
Suzanne Olbricht, Kittery Point
Michael O'Leary, Portland
Sally Oliver, Somerville
Jean Olivett, Blue Hill
Betty Olivolo, Kittery
Brian Olsen, Orono
Patricia ONeil , Wells
Daniel Oppenheim, Falmouth
Rachel Ory, Cape Neddick
Richard Osann, Bar Harbor
Lisa Osornio, Buxton
Sarah Otterson, South Paris
Richard Page, Farmingdale
Melissa Paly, Kittery Point
Linda Pankewicz, Raymond
Kristy Parke, Gorham
Will Parmacek, Portland
Susan Payne, Cape Elizabeth
Tobin Peacock, Bar Harbor
Leigh Peake, South Berwick
Robert Peale, Readfield
Joe Peraino, Portland
Michael Percy, Brooklin
Dennis Perkins, Auburn

Edward Perrin, Hallowell
Laura Peterson, Lincolnville
Janis Petzel, Islesboro
Cynthia Phinney, Livermore Falls
Dominic Piacentini, Old Town
Sandra Piechocki, Belfast
Elizabeth Pierson, Brunswick
Meryl Pinque, Bangor
Susanna Place, Georgetown
Stephen Podgajny, Brunswick
Leslie Pohl, Portland
Denley Poor-Reynolds, Freeport
Jennifer Porter, Bar Mills
Lb Postman, Topsham
Karen Povec, Camden
Yvette Pratt, South Portland
Gail Presley, Rockland
Nola Prevost, Brewer
Anne Price, Orland
Jane Pringle, Windham
Keiith Pulley, Portland
Sheila R, South Berwick
Molly Rahman, Southwest Harbor
Susan Randall, Belgrade
Abigail Ranger, Richmond
Susanne Raynor, Topsham
Valerie Razsa, Gray
Kerry Read, South Paris
Collin Rees, New Gloucester
Julie Reiff, Bethel
William Rice, Alna
Bryn Richard, Freeport
Beverly Richards-Smith, Hancock
Dana Rickman, Bath
Kara Riemer, Saco
John Rindlaub, Portland
Patricia Rogers, Topsham
Eric Root, Brunswick
Annie Ropeik, Camden
James Rossi, Lincolnville

—

Laurie Rowan, Kittery
Francine Rudoff, Litchfield
Margaret Rush, Steuben
Carol Ryan Ertz, Yarmouth
GEORGE SAMILJAN, Durham
Eva Sander-Conwell, Brunswick
Sharon Saunders, Waterville
Eve Sawyer, Portland
Rebecca Sawyer, Portland
Molly Schen, South Portland
Sandra Scholar, Greenville Junction
Katrine Scholl , Belgrade Lakes
Brian Schrader, Biddeford
Helena Schrader, Blue Hill
Jay Seiler, Brunswick
Priscilla Seimer, Harpswell
Claire Sessions, Andover
Deborah Sewall, Hallowell
Peter Shaw, Falmouth
Rani Sheaffer, Hallowell
Elly Shivel, Kennebunkport
Grace Simonson, Camden
Rachel Singh, Franklin
Rick Slowikowski, Bangor
Jeanette Smith, China
Peggy Smith, Lincolnvitle
Myles Smith, Portland
Sharon Smith, Waterville
June Smoot, Kennebunk
Kermit Smyth, Brunswick
Halsey Snow, Casco
Daniel Sobel, Cape Elizabeth
Maggie Somers, Portland
Tracy Sommers, Diamond Cove
Martha Soule, Readfield
Jude Spacks, Belfast
Sarah Spaulding, Kennebunk
Judy Spiller, Kittery Point
Wanda Stahl, Wells
Jill Standish, Brunswick




Charles Staples, Cumberland Center
Lisa Stathoplos, Searsport
Linda Stathoplos, Wells
Robin Steinwand, Saint Albans
Susan Stevens, Dover Foxcroft
Trish Stevens, Troy
Linda Stevens, Scarborough
Laurel Stewart, Unity
Karen Stickney, Lewiston
Anne Stires, Lincolnville
Doris Stockly, Falmouth
Patricia Stowell, Bangor
Marjorie Strauss, Rockland
Tina Streker, Nobleboro
Karlene Strout, Waterville
William Studebaker, Thomaston
Lane Sturtevant, Warren
Bill Swanson, Mount Desert
Al T, South Portland
Tristan Taber, Hallowell
Margaret Tapley, Augusta
Helena Tatgenhorst, Brunswick
Leah Taylor, Mount Desert
Barbara Tennent, Holden
Betsy Terrell, Camden
Cheryl Thompson, Winthrop
Tara Thornton, Litchfield
Lynn Thurston, Scarborough
Jeffrey Tindall, Durham
Melissa Tozier, Waterville
Glenn Tozier, Kennebunk
Sam Tracy, Portland
Taylor Trush, Portland
Emily Vail, Brunswick
Medora Van Denburgh, Medford
Meghan Vigeant, Portland
Eleanor Villforth, Cape Elizabeth
Sarah Walsh, Freeport
Edward Walworth, Lewiston
Dayle Ward, Appleton

Hilary Ware, Norway
Mareisa Weil, Freedom
Deena R. Weinstein, Falmouth
Eleanor Weisman, Belfast
John Werner, Kittery
Jacqueline West, Kennebunk
Donna Wheeler, Farmington
Paul Wheelock, Fairfield
Eugenia Wheelwright, Harpswell
Christopher White, Auburn
Darcy Whittemore, Readfield
Joel Widenor, Brunswick
Kira Wigoda, Cape Elizabeth
Anne Wilder, Portland
Susan Williams, Scarborough
Kathryn Williams, Gorham
Samuel Winchenbach, Tenants Harbor
Susan Wind, Rockland
Lois Winter, Portland
Gail Witherill, Cumberland
Sarah Wolpow, Brunswick
Kent Wommack, Yarmouth
Stephen Wood, Brunswick
Bruce Wood, Portland
Anna Wood-Cox, Morrill
Bethany Woodworth, South Portland
Barbara Wright, Brunswick
Eleanor Wright, Cumberland
Bonnie Yelverton, Falmouth
Peggy York, Portland
Karen Young, York
Christopher Young, Caratunk
Zoie Zanoni, East Machias
Virginia Zavacky, South Berwick
Joanzie Zavez, Veazie
Roger Zimmerman, Portland






