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om cutside the Maine Legislature.

My name is Kelly Walker and { am from North Yarmouth. | am asking you to please oppose LD 1534. As a
landlord | can tell you revoking state law on no-cause evictions and imposing rent controls ‘
disproportionately affect small landlords. Without the option to remove problematic tenants, we may be
forced to retain those who create hostile or unsafe environments - putting respectful tenants atrisk and
exposing landlords, especially small property owners, to costly and prolonged legal battles - OR to exit
the market entirely, worsening Maine’s housing crisis. Additionally when you push out small tandlords
you are going to get larger landlords who can cause larger problems like in South Portland.

Additionally, Requiring annual reporting to both the Maine State Housing Authority and the Maine Office
of Community Affairs, while allowing towns to adopt theirown eviction proceedings, adds unnecessary
red tape and legal confusion. This places an undue burden on small landlords, pushing many to leave the
rental market, and creates chaos for courts, tawyers, and tenants accustomed to consistent state
eviction laws. Again, dowe really want to push small landlords out of the market?

These laws discourage new housing development, which Maine desperately needs, and reduces
property values. In rent-controlled Portland, multi-unit property values have significantly declined as a
direct result of rent stabilization. | am a realtor and | can tell you my buyers avoid Portland because of
rent controt and all the immeasurable red tape Portland has that makes the town difficult to work with.

Maine's rental market has already stabilized organically, with many landlords reporting longer vacancy
periods and reducing rents to stay competitive. However, rent stabilization discourages tenant turnover,
limiting housing availability and making it harder for newcomers - especially young families and Maine’s
workforce-to find a place to live.

| hope you are aware but | will mention itin case you aré not. Rent stabilization lowers property values,
reducing property tax revenue and shifting the burden to single-family homeowners, including the elderly
and struggling families. It also disproportionately harms small tandlords, who often lack the financial
cushion to absorb mandated rent caps and rising costs.

So PLEASE oppose LD 1534.

All the best,



Kelly Walker

REALTOR?® | eXp Realty, LLC

207-699-834

kellytwalkerd7@gmail.com
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During your real estate transaction you should never arrange for a wire transfer, cutacheckor fill
anything out requesting your personal information without speakingpersonally to me by telephone
first.
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