Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial
Services

4/24/2025 Public Hearing 1pm

LD 1361 An Act to Require Insurance Coverage for Covered Dental
Services Provided by Licensed Dental Hygienists and to Authorize
Licensed Dental Hygienist to Bill Commercial Dental Insurance

Good Afternoon Senator Bailey, Representative Mathieson and members of the
Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services.
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My niariie is Doiiiie Vaugnail it i, Vind, VIDA: T ain a deiial hygieiiist and
currently I am Executive Director of Kennebec Valley Family Dentistry, a
nonprofit dental center in Augusta Maine. I’'m speaking in support of LD 1361

In previous legislative sessions the MDHA has work with Rep Mastraccio to
expand the dental hygienist scope of practice to provide greater preventive
services for the public. Having licensed dental hygienists in the schools providing
preventive services, dental screenings and referrals for urgent care is a key role
for public health hygienists.

The community based dental centers like ours cannot keep up with the dental
disease that we see every day. Having dental hygienists in the schools is a great
service to the community and to the dental clinics.

In Maine in 1995 Public Health Supervision for Dental hygienist was approved by
the Dental Board and in 2002 MC allowed DH to bill for preventive services.

Last year when LD 1581 passed it changed the Dental Practice Act to allow Public
Health Dental Hygienists to work without direct supervision of a dentist

The issue we are encountering now is MC requires any person with both private
insurance and MC to Bill the private Insurance first. We need to pass this Bill to
allow DH to Bill Commercial Insurance in addition to MC.



You may have heard how difficult it is to find private dental offices that will take
Dental Insurance and MC. So referring children to private offices does not work.

Preventive dental care in the schools is one of the most effective ways to stop
decay and do early dental referrals.

Actually Dr Alfred Fones opened the first Fones School of Dental Hygiene in 1913
in Bridgeport Connecticut. In 1961 Westbrook Jr College opened the first DH
Program in Portland Maine. In 1973 the UMA opened their DH program on the
Bangor campus.

Dental hygienists have been a key member in our community based dental

‘programs.

Thank you for your time and support for LD 1361.
I would be glad to answer questions and attend your work session.
Bonnie Vaughan IPDH, MEd, MBA bssvaughan@msn.com,
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