COALITION

Maine Gun Safety Coalition Testimony in OPROSITION TO L.D:208 = An Act to Eliminate the
72-hour Waiting Period on Firearm Purchases (Rep. Faulkingham), LD 1062 - An Act to
Eliminate Background Checks for Private Sales of Firearms (Rep. Poirier), and LD 1230 - An
Act to Abolish the 72-hour Waiting Period for a Gun Purchase (Rep. Chapman)

Thank you Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and esteemed members of the committee.
My name is Nacole Palmer, and | serve as the executive director of the Maine Gun Safety
Coalition, representmg thousands of advocates, parents, teachers, students, domestic violence
survivors, veterans, mental health and health care professionals, those who have lost loved
ones to gun violence, and other advocates for gun responsibility across Maine.

Last year this body took critical action in the aftermath of the tragedy in Lewiston by passing two
common-sense gun safety policies to save lives — background checks for all advertised gun
sales, and a 72-hour waiting period for purchases. There was, and remains, much more work to
be done, but these policies are two of the most basic tools in our toolbox to reduce crime and
save lives.

A domestic abuser or convicted felon shouldn’t be able to walk into a gun show and purchase a
handgun without a background check. Background checks are proven to save lives — states with
background checks on all handgun sales see lower firearm homicide rates,' lower firearm
suicide rates,? and lower firearm trafficking.®

Likewise, we know that 72-hour waiting periods are a critical policy that help reduce violent
crime and save lives, particularly lives lost to suicide by firearm,* which is currently the cause of
90% of Maine’s gun deaths.® Countless studies have found that most suicide survivors only
contemplated their actions for extremely brief periods before making a suicide attempt®.
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Similarly, studies suggest that factors like rage that lead to firearm violence against others,
including partners, can be short-lived’. Waiting period laws are successfully used in many
states, including Maine, to provide a brief cooling-off period that can prevent a single moment of
crisis from becoming a life-ending tragedy.

Mainers overwhelmingly support these common-sense laws (by a ratio of 4 to 1, or more), yet
less than a year after they were enacted the gun lobby is already fighting to roll back what
progress we've made since Lewiston. They've sued to try and repeal this progress in the courts,
and are now trying to use the legislative process. It's out of touch with Maine communities who
want to prevent future tragedies in our state and out of step with the majority of Mainers,
including the majority of gun owners, who believe gun rights come with responsibilities. We urge
you to reject this cynical attempt by the gun lobby to roll back these foundational gun safety
poiicies. Please, vote Ought Not To Pass on LD’s 208, 1230, and 1062.
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Overview

New poll shows broad support among Mainers for the Maine legislature to pass universal
background checks and 72 hour waiting periods. The poll was conducted among 799 registered
Maine voters. It was conducted by Pan Atlantic Research and released in June 2023, and it

. shows that four times as many Mainers support background checks as oppose them. 72 hour
waiting periods garnered even more relative support, with nearly five times as many Mainers
supporting them as opposing them. Among Republicans, gun owners, and in the most
conservative districts, support for these gun safety measures is, at minimum, twice that of
opposition, and in most cases considerably higher.
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