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Good afternoon Senator Rafferty, Representative Murphy, and members of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Education, 

My name is Shannon Coffin and I am the Community Partnerships Officer at Good Shepherd 
Food Bank. Please vote ought to pass on LD 577, An Act to Maximize Federal Funding and 
Protect Maine’s Universal School Meals Program. 

Good Shepherd Food Bank supports pantries in 133 schools across the state. I’ve provided this 

list on the bottom of my testimony for your information. School pantries provide food for 
children who would otherwise go without. They also support the teachers, school nurses, and 

other school staff and administration who spend their own money on snacks and meals for 

hungry kids. 

School pantries are one piece of what we call the food security ecosystem, one piece of the 

puzzle to end hunger in Maine. School meals are another critical piece of the food security 

ecosystem. We’ve worked hard for years to provide school meals for all, and we cannot allow 
the current political challenges to reverse these efforts. 

Community food pantries are another piece of the food security ecosystem. We support over 600 
food pantries across the state including those at schools, at health care facilities, at shelters, and 

the more traditional model you might be familiar with. School meals relieve the demand on 

school pantries. School meals and school pantries shorten the line at community pantries. The 

reduction or elimination of one will lengthen the line at another. 

Thank you for listening to my testimony today, and please vote in favor of LD 577. 

In partnership, 

Sharmon Coffin 
Good Shepherd Food Bank Community Partnerships Officer 
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