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Senator Talbot Ross, Representative Pluecker, and members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, my name is Craig Lapine. I am the Director of the Bureau of
Agriculture, Food, and Rural Resources. I am testifying on behalf of the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation, and Forestry (DACF) in support of LD 12%7, Resolve, to Establish the Committee to
Study the Use of Sunflower Crops to Produce Biofuels.

Sunflowers are a quick-growing summer annual broadleaf cover crop that can help improve soil health
and prevent erosion. They also host pollinators and beneficial insects. Like canola and soybeans,
sunflowers are an oilseed crop that can be processed into food-grade oil products, sustainable biofuel,
and oilseed meal for livestock feed.

According to the USDA’s 2022 Agricultural Census, Maine has 4,931 farms that harvest 355,845 acres
of cropland. This statistic underscores the opportunity for strategic exploration and potential growth of
this crop, particularly in Aroostook County. Further, DACF supports new opportunities for agricultural
producers that enhance on-farm efficiencies and expand new markets, while contributing to the growth
of rural economies.

* The Department is happy to have staff present at the work session if further discussion is needed.
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