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, MAINE 
AQUACULTURE 
ASSOClATl0N 

April M25 

The l~torrorable l\/largaret Rotundo, Senate Chair 
The Honorable Drew Gattine, House Chair 
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
E>"'%i::.rl;\.>~§ ~~l<;~ ..;;;e, Room 228 
At..l{§]jtJ€’[3t, t\/iE. 04333 

Sf-;.iE.?.tr3l‘ t#Zetui:do, Rep:'eser:tative Gattine, Honorable members of the Joint Committee on 
/\{Jt3l'(.1:§jJllt£itttOltt§ and Firiaricial Attairs : 

l\/ly nmilie £2; Sebastian Belle and l am the Executive Director of the Maine Aquaculture Association 
(t\./AA). ‘(lite i\/tAA is the oldest state aquaculture association in the country. We represent Maine's 
aquatic t;~;imers that raise tintish, shellfish and sea vegetables. Our farmers annually produce over 
“i Ll) i.»:;;éi Pt! <.:'.c:lars in tamn gate let/enue and directly employ roughly 700 Maine citizens year- 
roune. purchase goods and services from over 400 Maine businesses and ourtotal economic 
iinpat,..»; is roughly 'i5i) miilion dollars annually. 
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wu ?:i:t<:ia: to testify in support ot LE) 506 “An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond 
.>."(i;sz am‘ f}€‘v’(;*lOiJi“HOl't’t and Cornrnercialization" . Aquaculture is the only marine 
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>;;-i;a:e~:;§ that has cternonstrated consistent growth in Maine over the last twenty 
reasor for tliat grewilv. is that the State has made some strategic investments in R&D 

l-ii“lllt‘ -1 "theit. eame period. Those investments resulted in the commercialization of products, goods 
am fundarne./ital to the sector’s growth and commercial viability. Many of those 
it' ll/e;s;rl.lnr~:-tr’ -ti-s were at levels that no individual i\/laine company would have been able to make 
tl' ieir-' .-s<ei~ ..1es. As an rt/rri board rnernber, l personally saw how the translation of research directly 
into cornlnemialization drives economic development and results in payback to the state at levels 
rn>>-triy times higher than the originai investrnent. LD 506 continues those efforts and represents a 
viiise li't\.!r: ’?:§?3§T‘t'i€i'li in the states tuture. Please vote OUGHT TO PASS on LD 506. 

rank you for your attention, l would be glad to answer any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 
dd 
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Sebastian M. Belle 
Executive Director 

339 Water Street, Gardiner, Maine,04345 207-622-0136 info@maineaqua.org


