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The Hororable Margaret Rotundo, Senate Chair

The Honorable Drew Gattine, House Chair

Joint ¢ ,[oﬁdmg Comiriiitee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Stare douse, Room 228
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Seaaior Rotundoe, Representaiive Gatitine, Honorable members of the Joint Committee on
Approariations and Flinancial Affairs

My nzine is Sebastian Belle and | am the Executive Director of the Maine Aquaculture Association
(MAR). The MAA is the oldest state aquaculture association in the country. We represent Maine’s
aqueiic tarmers that raise finfish, shellfish and sea vegetables. Our farmers annually produce over
100 raaion deilars iniarim gate revenue and directly employ roughly 700 Maine citizens year-
round. vva purchase goods and services from over 400 Maine businesses and our total economic
paci is roughily 159 mitlion oollars annually.
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you foczy, to tastify in support of LD 506 “An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond
hat 4 Development and Comrmercialization”. Aquaculture is the only marine

F==otpce ector that has demonstrated consistent growth in Maine over the last twenty
Yenrn O or-vor that growih is that the State has made some strategic investments in R&D
duiing thai same period. Those investments resulted in the commercialization of products, goods

srviess iundainenial to the sector’s growth and commercial viability. Many of those
invesimsis weie ai levels that no individual Maine company would have been able to make
themseives. As ain ex M| board member, | personally saw how the translation of research directly
into commercialization drives economic development and results in payback fo the state at levels
rany times highei than the original investment. LD 506 continues those efforts and represents a
wise investment in the state’s future. Please vote OUGHT TO PASS on LD 506.
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Ihank you for your attention, | would be glad to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Sebastian M. Belie
Executive Director

339 Water Street, Gardiner, Maine, 04345 207-622-0136 info@maineaqua.org



