Mark Coitrone

Auburn, ME

| am demanding that you vote “Ought to Pass” on this bill, LD 1049, An Act to Eliminate the
Duty to Inform a Law Enforcement Officer When Carrying a Concealed Handgun Without a Permit,

A duty to inform unnecessatrily increases the citizenry’s risk of harm by a law enforcement
officer. Some police officers might oppose removing this law under the guise of “officer safety,” but
their feelings of safety do not matter as much as the actual safety of the citizen. | break this law
whenever | interact with a law enforcement officer, and advise everyone else to. The risk of a fine is
acceptable compared to the risk of being murdered by a person who will get away with it because of
a badge.

OnJuly 6, 2016, Philando Castile, while being beyond peaceful and compliant during a traffic
stop, was shot five times and murdered by a police officer in front of his girlfriend and four year old
daughter. This happened because the father made the mistake of informing Officer Yanez that he was
carrying a firearm, as required under Minnesota law. No laws were being broken, and nobody was in
any danger from Philando. The officer was just scared for no reason and he killed an innocent human
being. The worst part is Officer Yanez never had to face any consequences for this murder, as cops
rarely get held accountable.

In regards to each of the four bills being heard today attempting to remove some restrictions
of permitless carry, itis important to note that these laws were only ever codified to harm minorities,
particularly blacks. The first firearm carry permits ever codified in America can be found in section
35 of the 1705 Virginia Slave Codes. Nothing has particularly changed in the 300 years since, as
evidenced by one of the starkest examples of civil rights violations in modern times: New York City’s
“stop and frisk” policy. A policy supported by all of the gun control advocates here today, including
YOU, Senator Anne Carney.

On the back of this testimony, you will find a scan of the original American carry permits |
referenced. If you choose not to pass this bill, you are proudly supporting this nation’s long history of
racial oppression.

While debating and voting on this bill, | want you keep your mind on Philando Castile bleeding
from multiple gunshotwounds in the front seat of his car, screaming and dying in front of his girlfriend
and baby girl.








