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Support of LD 424 

Good clay, members ofthe committee. My name is Mark Howes, and l’m here to support LD 424, a 

bill that would allow individuals aged 18 to 20 to carry concealed handguns under the same laws as 

other adults in Maine. This issue hits close to home for me. 

i new/e an 19~~year-olddaughterwho works as a meciical assistant right here in our community. She’s 

2 <:;u%et, i<ind~heartecl youngwoman—someone who goes out of her way to care for people and 

anireal.s alike.Af'e\/vweeks ago, she sat me down and asked something I never expected: ‘Dad, can 

i start carrying a concealed handgun?’ I was stunned. She told me she no longer feels safe walking 
‘Tin her car after work or driving home at night. That’s not the Maine I grew up in, but it's the reality 

trite’: facing. 

As herfather, l’ve taken this seriously. |’ve spent countless hours training her—teaching herfirearm 

:3afer.y, responsibility, and how to defend herself if it ever comes to that. She’s proven she’s 

canable and mature beyond her years. At 19, she’s an adult in every sense: she works 40 hours a 

wee k, goes to school part time, pays taxes, and makes her own decisions. So why should she be 
ricriiodthe same rights as someonejust two years older? Maine’s Constitution says every citizen's 

ri;>;'“t to keep and bear arms shall never be questioned. That shouldn't come with an arbitrary age 
or itcff for lavv--abiding adults. 

I 
if‘) /1-24 isn’t about reckless kids-it’s abouttrusting young adults like my daughter to exercise their 

I**‘*1"'?iTi‘i'i.liiOE'iFil rights responsibly. She’s not asking for special treatment; she’s asking for equality. I 

'.~';fjr~ you to 53."-ass this bill and give her-and others like her--the chance to protect themselves in a 

wr:i'i<;! that's not safe as it once was. Thankyou.




