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Good afternoon, Senator Baldacci, Representative Roberts and members of the Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife Committee. I am Tim Peabody, Deputy Commissioner at the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of the Department, in opposition to L.D. 964 An Act to
Change the Definitions of "Sunrise" and "Sunset" in the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Laws to
Better Allow for Variations in Timing Across the State.

This bill amends the inland fisheries and wildlife law to change the entity within the United States
Naval Observatory that the State relies upon to determine the times for sunrise and sunset from
the Nautical Almanac Office to the Astronomical Applications Department and removes
references to Bangor, Maine and replaces it with “given location in the state”.

Currently the law allows hunting from a ' hour before sunrise until a % hour after sunset
statewide for most species in Maine based on the sunrise/sunset time of Bangor, Maine.

For some background on the issue, the use of Bangor as a base time for sunrise/sunset for
establishing legal hunting start and end times has been in place since 2003. Prior to that the base
sunrise/sunset time for hunting was Augusta, Maine. The change was made in 2003 when the law
was changed to allow hunting to end statewide at %2 hour after sunset, thus repealing the “twilight
hunting law”. The change to Bangor sunrise/sunset provided more of a balance between start and
end times from Kittery to Calais, for example:

e Sunrise in Calais 3/24/25 ...6:24 a.m. (adjusted for daylight savings time)

¢ Sunrise in Kittery 3/24/25...6:39 a.m. (adjusted for daylight savings time)

e Sunrise in Bangor 3/24/25...6:30 a.m. (adjusted for daylight savings time)

The Department provides a 1-page chart for hunters to access in both print and online and will be
easily accessible to users who download the app (available in a few weeks) online with exact
times calculated to the ¥ hour before sunrise and ¥z after sunset (adjusted for daylight savings)
which applies no matter where you are hunting in the state. Please see the chart for 2024-2025
provided below.



Our department feels this is a user friendly, consistent and more easily enforceable way to
provide the times in which a hunter in Maine can legally hunt.

If a hunter were to use the United States Naval Observatory Astronomical Applications
Department (the same site that the law currently references) they would need to log in to this site,
scroll through the page, first typing in the correct year, then select the type of table needed
(sunrise-sunset chart), then provide the location and time zone. Once you have the chart you
would have to make an adjustment for daylight savings, which the website does not prompt you
to do, then subtract 30 minutes to know the exact time of ¥ hour before sunrise and add 30
minutes to calculate the exact time for the % hour after sunset. This seems onerous and would
likely lead to more frequent questions and violations. For the Department to maintain a chart for
every individual town in the state like the one we currently provide, staff resources would have to
be added.

In closing our concern is while this method of determining the legal hunting times may add or
shorten a few minutes at either end of a person’s hunt, it makes it more complex for the hunter

and our agency to find and follow the legal hunting times.

I would be glad to answer any questions at this time or during the work session.
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Location:

Astranomtical Applications Department
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Moonrise/Moonset, or Twilight
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