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There are many reasons why the damming of our rivers is a bad idea. Dams cause serious problems 
to our natural systems. The most common one everyone is aware of: Dams prevent migrating fish 
species like Salmon as they make their way up river to spawning grounds. 
Removing the 100 mg watt limit will only lead to more fragmented and dammed Maine rivers, and 
last l heard, Maine was pulling down dams and NOT building new ones. Even though hydro remains 
on Maines RPS, it is far from renewable and it has many serious unintended consequences. And dams 
with stagnant reservoirs increase evaporation, water vapor a Green ‘House Gas. 

According to numerous studies dammed rivers hoard minerals, nutrients, elements and silica 
essential for marine life and their skeletal development. 80% of the oceans nutrient source comes 
from unobstructed rivers. if stranded behind dams, much of this critical marine food supply will be 
inadequate and unable to support a healthy marine population including shell fish and Lobsters. 

According to NASA, phytoplankton algae, a species of Diatoms, can be found in the shallows along 

the continental shelves of our oceans, on ponds, and bogs. This organism sequesters up to 35% of all 
the C02 on this planet, even more than all the rainforests combined. Dlatom Phytoplankton is also 

responsible for producing 20% of all the air we breathe. NASA Satellite research in "Dwindling 
Diatoms Study" has shown a steady 1% per year decline in the world's diatom population since 1998. 
Our Research has shown that nutrient scarcity caused by damming rivers appears to be the main 
reason that marine life including Diatoms are starving and dying. 

Damming whole rivers is outdated technology crippling ecosystems and impacting climate. This 
model which is mostly used by Brookfield, Maine’s largest dam operator provides inadequate fish 
ladder technology. Here’s a quote from Maine Public: “Brookfield renewable has shut down three of 
its four Hydro dams on the Kennebec River, after Federal regulators warned that the company was in 

danger of killing endangered Atlantic Salmon” 

Much of Brookfield’s damming approach for energy generation is antiquated. There is now new in- 
river technologies (http://orpc.co) that do not dam rivers to generate electricity. There's now a 

growing movement to restore rivers to their natural state, which has already delivered great 
outcomes for migrating fish and increases in healthy sea life populations that support our fisherman. 

Furthermore, whether it is non-renewable or actually clean energy, adding more energy thru 
expanding the mega-watt capacity over 100 will not bring down the cost of electricity to Mainers . This 
is total misinformation and bull at its best. Energy costs are governed by the PUC, ISO N.E., and the 

international Hydroelectric Association. These, along with fossil fuels are the current market forces 

that we are not confronting! Until we stand up to these Goliaths we'll never bring down costs of 
electricity to Mainers. 
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A History on Dams 
An interview with the late Hans Neu, chief researcher and director of the 

Bedford institute Of Oceanography 

Nova Scotia, Canada 1964-1984 

The Sun Times (Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada)’ - 6 Mar 1974, \Ned - Page 4 
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Power clams threat 
to ecology of oceans 

By BRUCE LITTLE. Suuthim News Services 
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