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Testimony of Representative Gary Friedmann introducing 

LD 633, An Act Concerning the Restoration of Electricity During Emergencies for 
Certain Medically Vulnerable Individuals Who Rely on Electronic Medical 

Apparatuses 
Before the Joint Committee on Energy Utilities and Technology Committee 

Senator Lawrence, Representative Sachs and honorable members of the Energy, Utilities and 

Technology Committee, I am Representative Gary Friedmann, and I represent the towns of Bar Harbor, 
Lamoine, Mount Desert and the Cranberry Isles. Thank you for providing me the opportunity to present 
LD 633, An Act Concerning the Restoration of Electricity During Emergencies for Certain 
Medically Vulnerable Individuals Who Rely on Electronic Medical Apparatuses. 

This bill requires investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to include in their emergency 

response plans procedures for the identification of and outreach plans regarding customers who have a 

documented need of electricity for essential medical equipment. 

With the increasing frequency of worsening storms, there has been a parallel increase in extended power 

outages. Since 2015, statistics from Versant has shown that the amount of service interruptions has 

increased, the average length of service interruptions have gotten longer and the time it takes for the 

utility to restore service to ratepayers has also grown longer. 

Climate change guarantees that severe weather events will only get worse and more frequent. National 

studies focusing on outage frequency reveal that Maine leads the country in power outages lasting over 8 

hours. With our aging population, extensive power outages threaten the health of vulnerable Mainers. 

Data collected by the US Energy Information Administration (EIA) and presented by the American 
Public Power Association (APPA) show that for the calendar year 2023, Maine continued to have the 

worst electric system reliability in the country. I have included three spreadsheets demonstrating this 

below, showing average outage minutes, number of outages and restoration time for the average 

customer. 

The data includes major event days, reflecting an interruption or series of interruptions that exceed 

reasonable design and/or operational limits of the electric power system ~ in general, days with outages 

longer than 24 hours. 

Table l sorts states in order of the average number of minutes each customer is out of power annually: 
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Maine’s investor owned utilities have the Worst reliability in the country in terms of minutes of outages, 
the number of outages and restoration time.

�



However, our concerns are born out of the experiences of other states. For example, when Hurricane Ida 
struck Louisiana, 80% of the deaths that occurred resulted from an inability to access electricity that 
could power lifesaving medical apparatuses. In New York, after Tropical Storm Isaias hit Long Island, 
the poor response of electrical utilities endangered the health of New Yorkers, prompting the passage of 
a bill similar to that being presented to you today. 

We are fortunate that this bill is intended to be a preemptive measure as opposed to a response to a loss 
of life. As we continue to face increasingly severe weather, this bill will help ensure the health and 
safety of some of our most vulnerable citizens. Please support the passage of LD 633. 

I am happy to answer any questions. 
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