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March 5, 2025 

LD 659 An Act to Reduce Housing Costs for Single-family Homes and 2-Family Homes 

Senator Chip Curry 

Representative Traci Gere 

RE: LD 659 

Senator Curry, Representative Gere and members of the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic 
Development 

My name is Carl M Chretien resident of Saco, l’m here representing myself and the Home Builders and Remodelers 
Association of Maine. 

NFPA - National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batten/march Park, Quincy» Massachusetts U.S. 02169-7471 

NAHB - National Association of Home Builders, 1201 15th Street NW, Washington, DC 20005 

I am in favor of this bill as it helps to makers home more affordable by removing an onerous requirement of installing a fire 
sprinkler system. These systems are unduly expensive especially where municipalities have low water pressure and in rural 
areas here homes are on dug or artesian wells. They often require holding tanks to store water where the source has low 
volumes. in systems that require pumps they require ongoing maintenance and testing which often doesn't happen even in 
commercial buildings. Having done work on a 4-unit building in Portland that required semiannual inspections this propert did 
not have an inspection for seven years till we had to extend it. 

LD 659 addresses a back doorway of communities to enact fire sprinkler systems that sidestep LD 2257 enacted on April 
24, 2008 to create a single state wide building code to better serve the citizens of Maine which would create uniformity in the 
built environment. This act repealed many discontinuous sections of statute and created one section under one title. _l?_LJBLlC 
lgawg Chapter 6Q9_,,An Act To Establisha l.Jnifo __rrn Building an,d_,,EHt?_i$;LV Code (maine.govL 
o Arguments Against Fire Sprinklers: Chretien argues that fire sprinkler systems are expensive, especially 

in areas with low water pressure, and require ongoing maintenance that is often neglected. 
o Older Homes and Fire Safety: He emphasizes that fire fatalities are more common in older homes and 

suggests that working smoke alarms are more effective in saving lives. 
o Cost ineffectiveness: Chretien states that the cost of installing fire sprinklers is prohibitive, averaging 

around $6,000, which can price out potential homebuyers. 
v Critique of Fire Service Claims: He challenges claims made by the fire service, arguing that newer homes 

use the same materials as older homes and that lightweight construction has been around since the early 
1900s. 
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o Consumer Pushback: Chretien asserts that the pushback against fire sprinkler requirements comes 
consumers, not builders or realtors. 

o Legislative Approval: He urges the legislative body to approve LD 659, arguing that the additional cost of 
fire sprinklers does notjustify the minimal safety benefits. 

A study done for the state of New York _A"l"T 2»injroaspd;-Ezgec-$u:31m_ary.pcif 
Article that NFPA asked the NAHB to write Flr_ej?g:>tect§on t:.:HQit‘l€${i§1g_12_Q'i§.Q2 - 939% 3 
Smoke detectors saves lives fi[_r_ eg§;:>_ri;rii<i_et_'~lnfQ_g_{g;§;hicgdii 
US Fire Administration data Homef~"jre_Fatalit,ie_sA;n the News 
Home Innovations Lab (NAHB Research Center) study fgsidefltiai-tire~$pflfikief—Sd{\§ey~_data-pfesentaii0!'t.pdt 

Canadien Study it speaks for itself. _t;1j;l j_ 

Having spent the last 10 years gathering and filtering thru the data for all residential fire deaths from the US 
Fire Administration to determine the age of homes as well as pulling deaths out that fire sprinklers will have no 
effect on campers, single - double wide HUD homes (manufactured and mobile homes) as well as deaths from 
outdoor fires. The data shows all but 2 deaths in homes built before 1970 in which this was the start of adding 
fire blocking as well as when smoke detectors became available on the market. It was in the early 70’s when the 
fire service started going door to door to sell the battery ones, in which the recommended one per floor and in 
the attic. Mind you these were not interconnected like they are today. The data and reports that the State Fire 
Marshall's office sends out is raw data that has not been reviewed to understand what's in as well as to determine 
if there duplicate entry's I will provide data as well as summaries of why this a bill that needs to be passed. The 
additional cost of $15,000 plus or minus doesn't justify the additional cost for very little extra safety. Codes are 
meant to be minimum, and the addition of sprinklers has a negligible payback. 

So I hope you approve this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Carl M Chretien 
President 

TPI #29 
CEO #1044 

LPI 
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Dougherty Commons D4 
Daugherty Commons D5 

18 Central Ave (3 Units) , Peaks IS 

0 Knickerbocker Lane, Peaks, lS 

92 Luther Street, Peaks lS, ME 
70 Skylark Road, Portland, ME 
25 Motley Street, Portland, ME 
42 Codman Street, Portland, ME 
265 Stevens Ave, Portland, ME 
141 Dorothy Street, Portland, ME 

Sprinkler Only 

Construction Year Number of Units Total Square Footage Sprinkler Cost Water Upgrade Cost CosllFt2 

2025 

2025 

2025 

2025 

2024 

2024 

2024 

2024 

2024 

2023

4 

16 
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4,752.00 

1 4,256.00 

3,230.00 

995.00 

885.00 

1 ,061 .00 

1 
, 
1 1 4.00 

459.00 

600.00 

820.00 

$38,790.00 

$75,255.00 

$41 ,255.00 

$21 ,000.00 

$11,000.00 

$14,000.00 

$11,000.00 

$6,000.00 

$8,000.00 

$13,000.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$7,000.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$8,000.00 

$8,000.00 

$0.00 

$8.16 

$5.35 

$12.77 

$21.11 

$12.43 

$13.20 

$9.87 

$13.07 

$13.33 

$15.85 

average single u 

Average multiun 

Total Cost/fl2 
Including 

Required Water 
Sen/ice 

Upgrades: 

$8.16 

$5.35 

$14.94 

$21.11 

$12.43 

$13.20 

$9.87 

$30.50 

$26.67 

$15.85 

$18.52 

$12.39 

Per unit cost including water upgrade cosm 

$9,698 

$4,767 

$16,085 

$21 ,000 

$11,000 

$14,000 

$11,000 

$14,000 

$16,000 

$13,000 

$14,286 

$12,887



All 1 & 2 Family Fire Deaths in Maine 2012-2024 
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Home Building and Fire Safety 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS is a firm believer in safe, 
affordable homes. Our members have a vested interest in the safety of their 

products both during the building process and after the house becomes 

someones home.
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For that reason, home builders are active participants in the codes and standards 
development process. They help make sure that each advance in building science and 
technology is weighed for the appropriate balance of safety, efficiency and cost to help 

guarantee that each code cycle results in advances that improve homes without pricing 
them out of reach. . 

The home builder acts as a consumer advocate, offering a counterpoint to code change 
proposals that benefit particular brands or products. 

And when it comes to advances in fire safety technology, our members are proud to 
produce homes built to building codes designed to keep their occupants safer than 
homes built by previous generations. 

There have been significant improvements in the fire safety of homes over the past few 
decades, leading to a dramatic, continued decrease in fires, injury, deaths and property 

loss. As fire safety professionals know, fire deaths have decreased by over 60 percent 
since 1960 (50 percent since 1978), while the death rate based on population size has 

decreased by well over 70 percent.



Technological innovations in building techniques include advanced heating and 

electrical systems, egress windows, hardwired, interconnected smoke alarm systems, 

and fire-resistant materials and features like the separation between the house and the 

garage and fireblocking in concealed spaces. 

When homeowners combine these advances with proper maintenance, homes stay 
safer. And as more of the existing housing stock that doesn’t include these improved fire 

safety features is replaced, this trend will continue. 

Why Smoke Alarms Matter 
Do not underestimate the effectiveness of smoke alarms. Since 1989, NFPA 72, 
National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code has required hardwired, interconnected smoke 

alarms. Fire alarms continue to become more effective with ongoing technical 

advances. 

Such improvements include the proliferation of 10~year integral batteries, which 

substantially lengthen the interval between low~battery signals. Batteries in these units 

also cannot be used in other devices, which eliminates the possibility of anyone 

removing them to power other electronic devices. 

There is also continued research aimed at improving the detection logarithm to reduce 

false alarms from cooking. All these improvements are still unfolding, and can be 

expected to reduce the number of fatalities. And throughout the country, local home 

building associations often work with community fire departments on fire safety 

campaigns and to ensure that consumers take advantage of this life-saving technology 

by conducting awareness campaigns and even donating new units. 

This education and awareness are vital because the main causes of unintentional, non- 

confined home fires are heating equipment and electrical malfunction, both primarily 

associated with older homes. New homes are equipped with new heating appliances 
with clearances, vents and chimneys which follow current codes. Additional safety 

features also make heating appliances and chimneys more reliable and produce a more 

balanced airflow reducing the need for supplemental heaters, which are more likely to 

start a fire. And FEMA’s report, One- and Two-Family Residential Building Fires (2011-



2013) finds “a strong relationship between housing age and the rate of electrical fires . . 

. with housing over 40 years old having the strongest association with electrical 

distribution fires. As of 2013, the median age of one- and two-family housing was over 

35 years.” 

The report also notes a 2008 study that found, “there are three major areas in older 

properties that contribute to compromised electrical systems: the effects of aging on the 

wiring itself, misuse and abuse of the electrical components, and non-code-compliant 

installations.” 

There have been significant improvements in the fire 
safety of homes over the past few decades, leading to a 

dramatic, continued decrease in fires, injury, deaths and 
property loss. 

Going forward, it is important to consider carefully any additional requirements so we 
don’t put safer new homes financially out of reach for those households now in older 
dwellings. 

it is a sad irony when Americans cannot afford to be safe. Families who cannot qualify 
to purchase homes due to the increased costs from well~meant but expensive and 

ultimately unnecessary safety features will remain in housing that is less safe because it 

was built to less stringent code requirements. These older homes can have outdated 

appliances, space heaters, faulty wiring, or other characteristics that might lead to a 

greater risk of a fire starting, or a lack of smoke alarms and egress windows installed to 
today’s codes which increases the chances of dying in that fire. 

For that reason, we take our code development responsibilities seriously. We must 
ensure that new homes are safe, but not just available to the wealthy. 

DAN BUUCK is with the National Association of Home Builders.


