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ii1a;:ar*cer"atimw- r.;i1ire: i=f‘::e =.=‘=.;,-.airner‘i in ivlaine, and a(li"'tfi53if§ the country, have over time last
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.»<.t .-"1-veral riarzariesai in ~1'iv-it l\/iaine women were inrarcerated, by 2000 'i:rrier:ut1<e?;er had risen to 
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and in 2022, ';i5/i 5* 'iJ2' ~:ii re women were iiicar<;:erai;ed2 . 

in Maine, women the sole, priiiwary, or <".i,>~careg;ivers in '7 1'5 percent of iiiifilliééiw 4 and 48 i»iiii'¢e"t 
oi those women in iw‘lainc- are either unrnarried working mothers or marrieti rnetiiers who otitearn 
their partners“ . The rise in incarcerated women means that there is, by definition, a signifnzant 
rise in incarcerated primary caretal<ei"s and families separated by incarceration. From 
2015-2020, over 3,400 Maine children were impacted by parental incarcerationf’* - and women 
who are caregivers experience this separation more acutely, as incarcerated-wcninen are five times 
more likely to have their children placed in foster care and have their parental iraiétts terminated 
than incarcerated men.5 

The effects of this separation are profound and long-lasting. Incarcerated women have 
substantially higher levels of lifetime trauma and of sexual and domestic violence. and that trauma 
~ or the resultant mental health needs that can result - may interrupt or challenge peoples best 
efforts at parenting. incarceration adds a further layer of harm to these families, Systems that 
create barriers between children and parents contribute to intergenerational trauma. LD 246 
can begin to break that cycle of trauma. 

The challenge of increasing numbers of women in prison and jail, and the resultant separation of 
families, is not unique to Maine. States across the country are facing this same concern, as our 

1 U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics. “Prisoners in 2000i‘ 

2 U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics. “Prisoners in 2022 - 
Statistical Tab|es”: httpszi/bj_s,gi_o.gov/document/p22st.gd_f 
3 Sarah Jane Glynn, (2019). "Breadwinning Mothers Continue to Be the U.S. Norm” (Washington: Center 
for American Progress, 2019). Retrieved from 
https://wwwamericanprogress.org/article/breadwinning-mothers-continue-u-s-norm/ 
4 Place Matters Project at the University of Southern Maine, (2020). Interrupting Generation Incarceration 
in Maine" Retrieved from “Breaking the Cycle: 
(https://placemattersmaine.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/BreakingtheCyc|e.pdf) 
5 The Marshall Project. (2018). “How incarcerated parents are losing their children forever." Retrieved 
from 
https://vwvw.themarshallproject.org/201 8/ 1 2/03/how-incarcerated-parents-are-losing-their-children-forever
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