CaRUAry 26, 20070

Serator Uarney, Ranceceaoative Kuhn, and Honorable Members of the <+ taruinier Committee

oy huediciagy,

1

Fiodn you teday on Selo of the Maine Women's Labby., For over forty yes: o e Wormnen's

Lok b sdited o mender-rasponsive and gender-equitable public yithafoouson
v rsagyny, sexism, and other forms of oppression. “ypein support
oy ,,;i'l?i thank

warceration vates for woe
several ders ;
46t and in 2022, 154 Maine wornen were incarcerated?

=tadd over the last
stzer had risen to

In Maine, women are the sole, primary, or co-caregivers in 75 percent of families - and 48 percent
of those women in Maine are either unmarried working rmothers or mareied mothers who outearn
their partners®. The rise in incarcerated women means that there is, by definition, a significant
rise in incarcerated primary caretakers and families separated by incarceration. From
2015-2020, over 3,400 Maine children were impacted by parental incarceration® - and women
who are caregivers experience this separation more acutely, as incarceratedwomen are five times
more likely to have their children placed in foster care and have their parentalrights terminated
than incarcerated men.®

The effects of this separation are profound and long-lasting. Incarcerated women have
" substantially higher levels of lifetime trauma and of sexual and domestic violence, and that trauma
- or the resultant mental health needs that can result - may interrupt or challenge people’s best
efforts at parenting. Incarceration adds a further layer of harm to these families. Systems that
create barriers between children and parents contribute to intergenerational trauma. LD 246
can begin to break that cycle of trauma.

The challenge of increasing numbers of women in prison and jail, and the resultant separation of
families, is not unique to Maine, States across the country are facing this same concern, as our
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