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An Act to Establish the Option of ternatives for Primary Caregivers 

SPONSORS PROPOSED AMENDME ‘ 0 An Act to Establish the Option of 
Sentencing Alternatives for Primary Caregivers 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §1502, sub-§5-A is enacted to read: 
5-A. Consideration of sentencing alternative for primary caregiver. Except when specifically 

precluded, in choosing the appropriate punishment for an individual convicted of a crime who is a 

primaiy caregiver of a minor, dependent or incapacitated adult, there is a rebuttable presumption 
against the court imposing a sentencing alternative involving imprisonment under subsection 2, 
paragraph E. Prior to issuing the sentence. the court shall enumerate, in open court, the factors 
considered in determining a sentence imposed under this subsection. Beginning in 2026 and 
annually thereafter, by January 15‘ 

, 
the Maine Judicial Branch shall submit a report to the joint 

standing committee having__jurisdiction over judiciary matters identifying each instance the court 
sentences a person under this subsection and including the following; 

A. The person's name, gender. race. age and residence; 
B. The underlying charge the person is being sentenced on; and 
C. The nature of the alternative sentence given. 
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SUMMARY
' 

This bill requires a court in sentencing a defendant convicted of an offense that may result in a term of 
imprisonment, to consider a sentencing 
alternative other than imprisonment due to the defendant's being a primary caregiver of a minor, eldenly 
dependent or incapacitated adult 
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The court is 

required to make written findings in open court of the court's decision before issuing the sentence. The bill 
also requires the Judicial Branch to report annually to the Judiciary Committee identifying each instance 
the court sentences a person under this subsection and including the person's name, gender, race, 
age and residence, the underlying charge the person is being sentenced on and the nature of the 
alternative sentence given. 
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