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Testimony of the Maine Immigrants Rights Coalition (MIRC) on LD 210 
Sponsor: Representative Drew Gattine 
Public Hearing: Monday, February 24th, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

Presented to the Committees of Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Health and 

Human Services 
Sen. Rotundo, Sen. Ingerwersen, Rep. Gattine, Rep. Meyer, and members of the Committees 

of Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Health and Human Services. 

My name is Ruben Torres, and I serve as the Advocacy Manager for the Maine Immigrants’ 

Rights Coalition (MIRC). I am here today on behalf of our coalition of over ll0 member 
organizations to testify neither for nor against LD 210 “An Act Making Unified 
Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures 

of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper 
Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2025, June 30, 2026 

and June 30, 2027” 
, but to express concerns regarding Part VV. 

Maine’s state-funded Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) exist because our state has recognized the gaps in 

federal assistance programs that exclude certain immigrants, even when they are lawfully 
present. These programs, along with General Assistance and healthcare access, are crucial 

tools for families to survive while working toward economic self-sufficiency, especially 

during uncertain times and federal antagonism. Maine must reaffirm its commitment to 

ensuring all residents meet their basic needs. 

Under Part VV, a parent who just received work authorization but has yet to find a job would 
immediately lose food assistance. A worker who has been laid off—through no fault of their 

own—would be lefi with no support for their family. Children in these households would go 

hungry. And when people can’t meet their basic needs, it doesn’t make them more 
employable it makes survival their full-time job. The notion that cutting otf food assistance 

will incentivize employment is not supported by research. This change assumes that 

permission to work equals immediate employment. However, the reality for immigrants in 

Maine is much more complicated. 

This proposal also contains a deeper injustice: Immigrants pay sales taxes, property taxes 

(directly or through rent), and, for those with work authorization, state income taxes. They 
are told that their tax dollars support public services, but they cannot access them in times of 

need. This sends a clear message: immigrants are welcome to contribute to Maine’s economy 
but not to benefit from the programs their taxes help fund. 

MIRC urges this committee to reject Part VV and maintain the current hardship exception for 
state-funded SNAP and TANF. Maine has set goals to end hunger by 2030 and grow its 
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workforce. These priorities cannot be achieved if we take away the very resources that help 
people get on their feet. 

Thank you for your attention to this issue. 
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0 An analysis of the long-term unemployment rate in the United States by race 
and ethnicity during the economic peak prior to the pandemic shows that the 
average duration of unemployment for white workers was 20 weeks, 
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0 For any questions please feel free to contact Ruben Torres at 
rtorres@,maineimmigrantrightsorg 
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