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Senator Bailey, Representative Mathieson, and honorable members of the joint standing committee on 

Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services: 

My name is Wil O'NeaI, and I am the Director of Maine Emergency Medical Services (Maine EMS) 

lam testifying on behalf of the Maine Department of Public Safety and Maine EMS in support of ”An Act 
Regarding Licensure of Emergency Medical Services Persons" 

In Maine, we previously used a practical evaluation (a checklist) to gauge student competency at the 
end of an EMS training program. Our national certifying body, The National Registry of Emergency 
Medical Technicians (NREMT) saw through national education standard changes, data, and feedback that 

this checklist approach no longer met the needs of our students or the demands of the 21"~century 

workforce. NREMT responded by establishing the new psychomotor competency portfolio (Portfolio) 
assessment standard for EMS Education. ”Competency of psychomotor skills is not possessed after one 
successful demonstration of a particular skill. Competency requires repeated student skill 

demonstrations (practice) until the demonstration of that skill can be automatically delivered during 

stressful times, in unfamiliar places and to patients who are severely ill or injured." (2015, NREMT 
Paramedic Psychomotor Competency Portfolio) 

In 2023, the Maine EMS Board allowed the option of the new portfolio assessment at the EMT and EMR 
level, and ALL Maine EMS training centers have since transitioned away from the practical evaluation 
to the new portfolio assessment standard. 

Since the change from the practical evaluation to the new portfolio standard, Maine EMS Training 
Centers report an increase in National Registry pass rates, a decrease in cost per student, and the 

removal of scheduling separate evaluations, an administrative burden which could take months after 

course completion. 

By adopting the change in language from the practical evaluation to the Portfolio Assessment standard in 

our statute, this bill works to establish a more effective and future-ready EMS education system for the 
next generation of EMS professionals in Maine. 

Thank you, I am more than happy to answer any questions you may have.
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