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Committee on Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, thank you so much for the 
opportunity for me to present LD 39, An Act to Require Forest Landowners to Report 
Their Participation in a Forest Carbon Project. This is the Department’s bill so Iwill only 
speak briefly to the bill before giving the hearing over to them to discuss the bill in 
greater detail.

' 

This proposal aims to understand how Maine woodland owners are participating in 
the forest carbon market, given the state's forest economy and climate change 
goals. The bill would create a Maine database for woodland owners in carbon 
projects to report basic information. Current national and international registries 
are inconsistent and difficult to search, while a state-level database would simplify 
reporting and improve data organization.

. 

The Maine Forest Service would produce regular summary reports, tracking key 
metrics like the number of landowners, acres affected, and credits issued, while 
maintaining landowner confidentiality. This would help guide public understanding 
and policy regarding Maine's forests. 

The forest carbon market is growing rapidly, with increasing demand and new 
developers. Our approach would require minimal effort from landowners, who 
would already have the necessary information when enrolling in carbon projects. 
The proposed amendment from the department simplifies reporting requirements 
While maintaining the bill’s core purpose. 

Thank you for considering this bill. 

District 44: Hope, Union, 8: Warren



Amendment to LD 39
_ 

An Act to Require Forest Landowners to Report the Registration or Sale of Their Forest 
Carbon Credits 

Proposed by Representative Pluecker 
January 27, 2025 

Amend the bill by striking the title and replacing it with the following: 

An Act to Require Forest Landowners to Report Their Participation in a Forest Carbon 
migcl 

Amend the bill as follows:
D 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-A is enacted to read: 

2-A. Forest carbon credit. Vp_'fForest\carbo_nNcreditp'l means a unit that is equivalent to one 
metric ton of carbon dioxide oricarbiohlidioiiideiequivaleiiti emissions that are avoided, removed or 
absorbed as a result of forest management activities that are either undertaken or deferred to 
increase forest carbon storage or sequestration. 

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-B is enacted to read: 

2-B. Forest carbon project. "Forest carbon project" means a planned set of forest 
management activities for a defined area of forest land that is designed to provide fr‘5iH§fé£aB1éf 

forest carbon credits and that is registered with a voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or 
regisgy.

j 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §8881, sub-§i:C is enacted to read:
I 

2-C. Forest carbon project developerj‘ Forest carbon project developer" means a nonprofit 
or for-profit entity that acts on behalf of a forest landowner to establish forest carbon credits to 
meet the requirements of a voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or registry. "Forest 

carbon project developer" al__s9__rneans a forest landowner that acts as the forest landoWner's own 
developer to fiééire forest carbon credits. 

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§2-B is enacted to read:
' 

2-B. Report _o_i_' 
_ forest carbon projects. A forest landowner. or a ferest—ea-1=ben—pi=ejee~t 

developer 1clésigiiafed1:él: g’eii’tl acting on behalf of the forest landowner. shall submit a report tothe 
ldir¢9t@r. Whenever fli3“"-=i 
forest or forest land carbon credits 

are registered iiésiled:-"1££<5i1i‘~‘rhe§"b52¢iier?sflaiad<-166§{ea=<<i'fi':tHéI‘,‘ stlaé’ 
. The report must include the 

following infonnation:
, 

A. The name of the forest carbon project developer; - 

1/27/2025 9:13 AM Page 1 of4
_

�



\

~
\ 

1-1rrIl‘£<2l1??111§, _2tf -,'t i-h ‘e _,“,‘Q¥@_% g-j‘-n 
,, 
al— i9Ii*=.§t_l?’:3$'l_°Y\i1l"?I..._’Fh@?‘§ 

5ii?61léd§iiif‘the?If6féstii§éibon"projeétlif21ifféreiit?fr61i¥flieFdfilfféiitflaiiddiiriiefi; 

ii 
‘;=""§‘.' =.‘=-"'}‘i_‘»" :§:_'1:~f>:i"‘: >133! .3 '~.'-'§'1':i5'§-‘Y-1, ("F

> 

'I~' 
.31.i*;'."T in".-’ '-'-l 

— T V 7 

identification number; the<reg1str§L;_» 

E:-1:¥'f>‘"~~'_=‘ r» "+111- .-:_~’ 1=+.-'~f‘-‘:=&~""i=»;t;§;¢"~=-~' - 
, 

' -' 

P’:--fw » 
. 

- 

~ t.’ =,.=¢-.’ -~~:-' ~.¢=jv.:-~:~‘ ‘Z! 

methodology used to determine the-number of forest carbon credits issued; 

theidafe -or filiiigf 

D. The date or dates when the forestilalidihvas the 

theldate ofdates the forest carbon credits were registered issiied; 

E. The expected duratien period of the enrollment of the affected forest land in the forest 
carbon project; 

F. The total forest acreage enrolled in the forest carbon project by town, township or 
plantation; and

_ 

F-l. The nmnber of forest carbon credits issued. if known. 
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Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§2-C is enacted to read: 

2-C. Updated report on __forest carbon proiects. A forest landowner. or a % 
preieeeereleper a¢tina@,I1..b§half 9;" the f9.r¢s? l?P11d.9Y§f11.¢?1' >, $l1?11,E1P£3?l?.ll1¢.¥?P°1,l 

required under subsection 2-B__\§_/_l 
_p 
1._e_11ever a‘dditi5iialTfdrestlaridiis‘erfiollediif 

forest carbon credits are
' 

. cancelled. lost or reversed. The-report must 

include any changes to the information required under subsection 2-B and the status of the credits 

previously issued 

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§2-D is enacted to read: . 

2-D. Report deadlin . A forest landowner 
developer that enr9_lle_d_in_ a forest carbon project registered or li§i§r1 

'”d?"a forest 

carbon credits §w'e‘ré'"?is§a'"éd prior to the effective date of this subsection has until July 1. 2026 to 

file the report required pursuant to subsection 2-B or 2-C. 
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Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. F, §47 and affected by 
Pt. X, §2 and amended by PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §7 and PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, §23, is further 
amended to read:

, '_;._,_~_,_.7' 

3. Reports. Reportsrrequired under subsections 1 and, 2 and 2-A 
*2-‘ B and-2-C are due during 

the month of January for the‘p"receding“
‘ 

year. If the period of cutting under subsection 1 er, 2 er 2- 

A__ extends beyond December 31st of any calendar year, a report must be submitted during the 
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month of January for the preceding year. A person filing a harvest notification form pursuant to 
section 8883-B must complete and" return to the bureau a harvest report Whether or not the forest 
landowner has harvested that year. 

' SUMMARY 

This amendment clarifies that a designated agent may act on behalf of a forest landowner rather 
than a forest carbon project developer for the purposes of reporting participation in a forest carbon 
project to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry. 

The amendment also changes what must be included in a report of forest carbon projects. 
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