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Committee on Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, thank you so much for the
opportunity for me to present LD 39, An Act to Require Forest Landowners to Report
Their Participation in a Forest Carbon Project. This is the Department’s bill so I will only
speak briefly to the bill before giving the hearing over to them to discuss the bill in
greater detail. '

This proposal aims to understand how Maine woodland owners are participating in
the forest carbon market, given the state's forest economy and climate change
goals. The bill would create a Maine database for woodland owners in carbon
projects to report basic information. Current national and international registries
are inconsistent and difficult to search, while a state-level database would simplify
reporting and improve data organization.

The Maine Forest Service would produce regular summary reports, tracking key
metrics like the number of landowners, acres affected, and credits issued, while
maintaining landowner confidentiality. This would help guide public understanding
and policy regarding Maine's forests.

The forest carbon market is growing rapidly, with increasing demand and new
developers. Our approach would require minimal effort from landowners, who
would already have the necessary information when enrolling in carbon projects.
The proposed amendment from the department simplifies reporting requirements
while maintaining the bill’s core purpose.

Thank you for considering this bill.
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Amendment to LD 39 .
An Act to Require Forest Landowners to Report the Registration or Sale of Their Forest
Carbon Credits
Proposed by Representative Pluecker
January 27, 2025

Amend the bill by striking the title and replacing it with the following:

An Act to Require Forest Landowners to Report Their Participation in a Forest Carbon
Project

Amend the bill as follows:
>
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:

" 2-A. Forest carbon credlt "Forest oarbon credit" means a unit that is equivalent to one
metric ton of carbon dioxide pr carbon dioxide equivalént emissions that are avoided, removed or
absorbed as a result of forest management activities that are either undertaken or deferred to
increase forest carbon storage or sequestration.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-B is enacted to read:

2-B. Forest carbon project. "Forest catbon project' means a planned set of forest
management activities for a defined area of forest land that is designed to provide ttansferable
forest carbon credits and that is registered with a voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or

registry.

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §8881, sub-§ifC is enacted to read:

2-C. Forest carbon project developer:'Forest carbon project developer” means a nonprofit
or for-profit entity that acts on behalf of a forest landowner to establish forest carbon credits to
" meet the requirements of a voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or registry. "Forest
carbon project developer" also means a forest Jandowner that acts as the forest landowner's own
developer to fegfster—er—sel} issue forest carbon credits.

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §888S5, sub-§2-B is enacted to read:

2-B. Report of forest carbon projects. A forest landowner, or a ferest-ecarben—projeet
éeveleeef demg@ted agem: aotmg on behalf of the forest landowner shall submit a report to the
scher : : arrd-in e whenever the'c owner s

are r—egts-’eer—ed 1ssued from the’ owner S land located in-the. State. The report must include the
following information:

A. The name of the forest carbon project and-the forestcarbon-proiect developer:
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B. The name of the qngmal forest landowner that feg}s{efed—efseld—the—fefes{—eafbe&efed&s

enrollediin the forést catbon projectif different from the curfent landowner;

¥ g 3 X

ﬁéthddi&lii’g’y sed to déterinine the number’ of forest ¢arbon cred1ts issued:

B3, The name and contact information: of the current forest landowner or ‘landowners:as’of
thé date of ﬁlmg=

D. The date or dates when the forest land was initially efirolled in the forést carbon’ brojéect or
the date or dates the forest carbon credits were registered issued:

E. The expected duration period of the enrollment of the affected forest land in the forest
carbon project;

F. The total forest acreage enrolled in the forest carbon project by town, township or
plantation; and

F-1. The number of forest carbon credits issued, if known.
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Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§2-C is enacted to read:

2-C. Updated report on forest carbon projects. A forest landowner, or a forest-earben
sroieet-developer désighated agent acting on behalf of the forest landowner, shall update th eport
requlred under subsection 2-B whenever additional forestland is entolledin'a forest carbo projéct
or forest carbon credits are issiied seld-eorretired. cancelled, lost or reversed. The report must
include any changes to the information required under subsection 2- B and the status of the credits
prev1ously issued registere —Fhe : e—filed —within d he e

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§2-D is enacted to read:

2-D. Report deadlines-otherinformationifees. A forest landowner eraforestearben-proeject
developer that enrolled in a forest carbon project registered or seld- from’ ‘whose'land”a forest
carbon credits were-issued prior to the effective date of this subsection has until July 1, 2026 to
file the report required pursuant to subsection 2-B or 2-C.

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. F, §47 and affected by
Pt. X, §2 and amended by PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §7 and PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, §23, is further
amended to read:

3. Reports. Reports required under subsections 1 aad, 2 and, 2-A. 2-B'and 2-C are due during
the month of January for the’ Drecedmg year. If the period of cutting under subsection 1 ex, 2 ex 2-
A extends beyond December 31st of any calendar year, a report must be submitted during the
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month of January for the preceding year. A person filing a harvest notification form pursuant to
section 8883-B must complete and return to the bureau a harvest report whether or not the forest
landowner has harvested that year.

SUMMARY

This amendment clarifies that a designated agent may act on behalf of a forest landowner rather
than a forest carbon project developer for the purposes of reporting participation in a forest carbon
project to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry.

The amendment also changes what must be included in a report of forest carbon projects.
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