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April 5, 2024

Testimony in Support of LD 2283, "An Act to Enact the Crisis Intervention Order Act to
Protect the Safety of the Public”

Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and distinguished members of the Committee on
Judiciary, my name is Joe Anderson. | am a resident of Portland, a pediatric hospitalist in
Lewiston, and | serve on the board of the Maine Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics. | am also the founder of Maine Providers for Gun Safety, a group that | organized
in November of 2023. | am here to express our support for LD 2283, "An Act to Enact the
Crisis Intervention Order Act to Protect the Safety of the Public."

Maine Providers for Gun Safety is a multi-specialty group of physicians, physician
assistants, nurse practitioners and other advanced practice RNs formed in response to the
tragedy in Lewiston calling on our elected leaders to address the gun violence epidemic
and to enact comprehensive gun safety legislation. Our letter currently has over 500
signatures and is supported by the associations below:
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This bill, otherwise known as a true Extreme Risk Protection Order, would empower family
members and law enforcement to petition the court to temporarily remove firearms from
individuals who pose a significant risk to themselves or others. This crucial tool can help
prevent suicides, domestic violence incidents, and mass shootings by temporarily
removing access to lethal means during moments of crisis. By swiftly intervening when
warning signs are present, ERPOs can save lives and provide individuals in crisis with the
support and resources they need.
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Extreme risk protection orders have been enacted in 21 states and DC, as seen in the map
below. Most of these have passed in more recent years, as only 5 states passed ERPO
legislation between 1999 and 2018. '

Extreme Risk Protection Orders have broad support from across the medical community.
Most of our medical and specialty organizations have released policies or statements in
support of Extreme Risk Protection Orders. These policies are not taken lightly and are
based on an in-depth analysis of the available research. The following organizations that
have supported Extreme Risk Protection Orders include:

e American Medical Association’

e American Academy of Pediatrics?

e American College of Surgeons?®

e American Psychiatric Association*

e American Pediatric Surgical Association®

e American College of Physicians®

e American College of Emergency Physicians’
e American Public Health Association®

As healthcare providers, we see this bill as a compassionate and effective way to prevent
senseless loss and promote public safety in our state. We urge you to vote ought to pass
on this critical legislation to protect our communities and save lives. Thank you for your
attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

I A2

Joe Anderson, DO
Founder, Maine Providers for Gun Safety
Advocacy Chair, Maine Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
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