March 7, 2024

Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and Honorable Members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Judiciary,

| join you today on behalf of the Maine Women'’s Lobby. For over forty years, the Maine
Women'’s Lobby has worked to build gender justice in Maine through legislative advocacy and
systems change. .

We are here today in support of LD 2224, An Act to Strengthen Public Safety by Improving
Maine’s Firearm Laws and Mental Health System, and thank Governor Mills for bringing
forward this important bill.

Research suggests that there are warning signs observable to others before most acts of
violence." When a person is considering harming themselves or others, family members and law
enforcement often recognize clear warning signs. Extreme risk laws empower these individuals
to intervene so that someone in crisis can temporarily be prevented from accessing firearms.
There is growing research demonstrating the ability for these gun safety laws to prevent many
types of firearm violence, including suicides and other instances of gun violence.

Gun violence is a highly gendered issue, and women and gender minorities bear a
disproportionate burden of that violence - especially in the context of this bill, which would
address the intersection of gun violence and mental health. For example, more than 3,250
women die by firearm suicide each year.? Suicides represent more than 54% of all gun deaths
among women - a rate that is rising - and these deaths disproportionately affect women of
color.® A survey from the CDC found that more than 25% of teen girls reported seriously
considering suicide in the past year and more than 10% reported attempting suicide.* This bill
would create a clearer pathway for intervention, and potentially address these specific types of
circumstances.
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This bill also expands the number of gun sales performed with a background check. Requiring a
background check is a crucial step towards keeping guns out of the hands of those who
shouldn’t have them, including domestic abusers and people convicted of violent crimes. Again,
this is an aspect of the policy which has a very specific impact on women and gender minorities:
the intersection of gun violence and domestic violence is traumatic and lethal for women. 40%
women in Maine have experienced sexual violence, physical violence, and/or stalking by a
partner at some point in their lifetime>—nearly as many as every person in Maine living north of
Augusta. Access to a gun makes it 5 times more likely that a woman will be killed by her abuser.
One in seven women have experienced abuse with a firearm by an intimate partner.® Black,
Latina, and Indigenous women bear a disproportionate impact, with intimate partner firearm
homicides at two or three times the rate of white women.” Women with disabilities are also more
likely to experience domestic violence and homicide is the leading cause of death for pregnant
and postpartum people, with firearms involved in 70% of those deaths.®

Maine’s lack of gun safety infrastructure is a gendered issue, and this proposal will have
a positive and powerful effect on gender equity, especially on those women who are most
historically excluded and marginalized. We hope you will vote Ought to Pass.

Sincerely, ‘

Lily Bohen James
Maine Women’s Lobby
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