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LD 2238 "An Act to Address Gun Violence in Maine by Requiring a Waiting Period for Certain 
i Firearm Purchases” 

Grace Leavitt, President, Maine Education Association 

Before the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 
March 7, 2024 

Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and members of the Joint Standing Committee 
on Judiciary, 

My name is Grace Leavitt. I am a Spanish teacher, on leave, serving as President of the Maine 
Education 

Association. The MEA represents nearly 24,000 educators in our Maine system of public education, in 
pre-K-l2 schools as well as in our institutions of higher education, and both retired and 

aspiring 

educators. 

I am testifying on behalf of MBA in support of LD 2224, An Act to Strengthen Public Safety by 
Improving Maine’s Firearm Laws and Mental Health System, and LD 2238, An Act to Address Gun 

Violence in Maine by Requiring a Waiting Period for Certain Firearm Purchases” . 

I testified two days ago on two other bills for improving gun safety legislation that 
came before your 

committee, so I won’t repeat those same remarks here, although they apply to this legislation as well, as 

many changes are needed if we are to do what we can to reduce the possibility of further 
acts of gun 

violence in our state and to provide the safe communities in which we all wish to live and the 
safe 

schools and campuses our students and educators need and deserve in which to learn 
and work. 

What I will share with you are some things that I have heard from our members that 
help to show how 

urgent it is that steps are taken in Maine to move us in the right direction. 

A teacher shared with me that, during a lockdown that took place because of a dangerous incident 
occurring in the vicinity, they overheard their students saying to one another 

things like, “Don’t worry; 

I’ll save you.” These were elementary school students, fearing for their lives and for the lives of their 

friends. They were ultimately safe and the incident came to an end, but our children 
are all too aware 

that there have been horrific shootings, mass shootings, of children, of students, of educators, elsewhere, 

and they are all certainly aware of what happened in Lewiston this past 
October. 

Another teacher shared with me that, during a lockdown necessitated by the appearance on campus 
of a 

student who had made threats against others, high school students were visibly fearing for 
their lives, 

and colleagues shared that they had contacted partners to tell them they loved them, 
and to tell them to 

let their own children know they were loved. 
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Yet another teacher talked about struggling to explain to their own children at home Why they needed to 
stay indoors, again, while law enforcement looked for the perpetrator last October, not long after an 
earlier incident nearby that had caused families to shelter in place while they wonied for their safety. 

There seems to be no end to incidents that cause such reactions. 

I am sharing with you a petition signed by educators just since Monday evening—with more time, I 
know there will be many more signatures, as there is widespread support among our members who want 
both our students as well as their colleagues to have safe schools in which to learn and Work. In a recent 
survey of members, the overwhelming majority of respondents were supportive of universal background 
checks, extreme risk protection orders, 72-hour waiting periods, and an assault weapons ban. A majority 
are Worried there could be a shooting in their school. 

The twenty-one members of the MEA Board of Directors, representing educators throughout the state, 
took a unanimous position of support for common sense gun safety legislation such as What is called for 
in LD 2224 and LD 2238. In fact, the Board supports further steps such as banning assault weapons, 
limiting the capacity of ammunition magazines, universal background checks, waiting periods for all 
gun purchases, extreme risk protection orders, and safe storage of firearms. They hear from educators in 
their own schools and in their districts that Maine needs to take steps now on these issues. 

Tragically, it is already too late for too many. Let’s not be too late again to take action. 

We are gratefirl for the proposed legislation. We hope that not only you will support these bills but may 
also take further actions to promote safety in our state. We urge you to pass LD 2224 and LD 2238, and 
also urge you to support further measures as conveyed in the position taken by the MEA Board. 
Thank you for your time and your very careful consideration of such important issues. 

We—educators, students, all of us--are counting on you to do the right thing. 

I am glad to answer any questions. 
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Petition in Support of Gun Safety 

The l\/lEA believes it is critical for our elected officials to take further actions towards 
preventing acts of violence, 

both in our places of education as well as in our communities. 

We the undersigned support common sense gun safety legislation that will help provide the safe schools and 

communities in which to learn and work that our students and educators need and deserve. 
We support closing 

background check loopholes on gun purchases, instituting waiting periods for gun sales, 
banning assault weapons 

and providing more mental health supports for Maine people. 

We urge our legislators to support legislation to prohibit guns from falling into the wrong hands and for more 

support for Nlainers struggling with mental health concerns. Our students are counting 
on all of us. 
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