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Hi David: ~ 
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See below 
. 
for thei input of Peasley Farms. 

Peasley Farms (est. 1889) 
Mason Bay Jonesport ; 
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Senator lingwersen, Representative Puecker, andflesteemed members of the Committee on 
Agri'¢u|ture,_ Conservation, and Forestry. The following is my testimony in Support of LD 2256 An Act to 
Provide EmergeneyOne-timeykelief from the Wid Blueberry Taxfor Growers in Maine. ~

_ 

My farnilyhas been raising ‘blueberries in Jonesport for a jvery long time. My three sons who are all active 
in this endeavor wilI:be the 5th generation of our family to do so. -The blueberry harvest forfus is a V

i 

longstanding} Vtraditionf. 
" We take care of'o;Lir_own land as wejalljvvays have done ‘and a,l naveyotner jobs so Y 

do not rely on the harvest individually to make a living. We are simply caretakers: of a tradition withyone 
goal _-to movethe landand wayiof life wefhave inithis corner of the world to the next gen1eration_of' 

Peasieys. Over the last sev_e_r _al“ years we h'av_e 
_ 

seen an alarming numberloj f small farmers exit the 'ind _u _stry. 

At ths point therei are veryi few of usleéft, a sad and discouraging ifalet. Pressure frornforeign competition 

and the lack of protectionwe receive from this pressure has put‘ usin a state of crisis. 

The 2023’ crop for -us was the largest crop we have ever produced," and stillwe lost money. 

The input cost to raisea blueberry crop has almost ‘doubled in the last 
Si years. Unfortunately, the prce 

paid has in no way kept pace withthat and has remained relativey flat over that same period. 

Passage of this biliwill provide somerelief. I humbly iasigfor yoluto consider. highly the passage of LID 

2256- 
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