Testimony submitted by Eriks Petersons, President Mechanic Falls Historical Society

From the Lewiston Sun Journal, September 26, 2006: “It was a gray day on June 13, 1982, at
DiMillo’s Marina in Portland Harbor, when Dunlop - then 40 years old - set sail in his small
craft with a destination of Falmouth, England. About 20 vessels, large and small, tooted horns
in salute.

The Associated Press reported that Dunlop was seeking a record for the smallest boat used in a
solo Atlantic crossing. He planned to reach England in eight to 12 weeks.

‘His boat is filled with food, survival equipment, extra sails, rope, tools and reading matter,’” the
AP reported. ‘Mr. Dunlop’s sailboat has a fiberglass hull, and a $16 sextant for navigation. He
has a radio, but no backup engine.’

Seventy-eight days and 3,400 miles later — pretty much on schedule - Bill Dunlop stepped
shakily ashore from the tiny yacht to a champagne welcome.

He had set the record for crossing the Atlantic west to east in the smallest boat.”
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EST. 1893

108 Lewiston St. Mechanic Falls, ME 04256 Phone: (207)345-2871 Fax: (207)345-9201 www.mechanicfalls,org

February 5%, 2024
To Whom it May Concern,

We the Town Council of Mechanic Falls recently voted unanimously to support the Mechanic Falls
Historical Society’s attempt to name the Rt.121 bridge (#2540) over thé little Androscoggin river,
“The Bill Dunlop Bridge”. Mr. Dunlop brought positive recognition to the Town of Mechanic Falls
through his historic record-breaking sailing journeys. The Mechanic Falls Town Council stands
committed to this bridge naming in honor of Bill Dunlop, and encourages the State Legislature to

approve this request.

Thank you for your, consideration.

Respectfuily,
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