
.».._»n» .~. 

v1<. >l~r
\ /&»\*°‘“ ."~b5'(r , 

dd £4 
c-'1 ~ ‘ 

»: 

.." ' - 

~,
" ‘_'

_ 

I

V 

‘ 

' \2~l" "* 
§

V 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

March 4, 24024 

~dSenatorV¢§¢i x_rme§ ,_ Carney_ _- 

‘ ‘ 

vRepresentati' ve.Matt Moonen ~ 

:§C}ia'Vi1';~- 
V J<iin£'§"?»O11imi11.Q6 onfilidiciary 

" 
_

. 

_ 

' 

Chair -‘Joint Conmxnitfl-ivf3e' QnvJ'udii;i;zi1*y 
_

. 

r100‘iSfatejlHonse§Stafibn;'*Rm~§438 A 

A 

r _d1o0 State House §tatrioq,r,Rn14e3‘8
d = 

=/.&u21is§t-a> ME"O433;3¢ ‘ 
iAugus:a,r‘ME-04' 3‘3“

" 

- 
V

5 

SUPP-0RT,:-’SP' _960 _(INGWE'RS;EN)“ PROTEETIONS AGAINST "DEED -"FRAUD 

Deai rtlénd‘H0u$@ Chair'Mb¢>n¢n. r

l 
4 _ 

On’beh%i1f;'bf"oiij§'_"M%iin§-Qbased memb¢rS,d1I-:amdwfitA ing' t0 ¢X_P1"ess’ -our 'Supp_01" ft-Ifqrihe amendn_ 

i' 
e":’rit’_i

A 

to Section 9 of_j3-3 i§203, 'as>o"utl'i _ned in
v 

S.' 1-T‘*?960“cu' rr4 e’ 1' 
1t,l4y under cor1's' if<' 1,¢' ?rat':ion' ; .Thi_$- . 

amend_n1e'nt, which require' s‘i' nstruments' affecting real property to be_notariZed by an in-State-
' 

n0taria1‘0ffieer' ,-i' s.a responsible step towardsnprotecting Maine residents fromithe recent rise in 

reporteddeedifiaud. ,. 
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A 

_
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Deed-éfraud»~is,-zi serib_us.iSsLie that can»jhaVB"devastafing‘*c;onseqneneéS_ fOr§individuél' s»an:d f

A 

fdmi’ li res_}:..By s._fipul_¢itin_g rlrat_inS£rnments éffecfing ‘title {Q 
r' 

ea1fprbp1e_rty in thestate be .
A 

A A

A 

a_cknb'w1edged_’befdre ;1"lM'a'iine;5no_t;m"a'l »oi’ficer,.-this amendment-Ywill "help tof1iifi"gate the ‘risks
A 

aééociated with,fraudulenr‘ .;ae{ivi1ies; . 
, It .ensu _ 

res thafthee nqtgrization process- remains-transparent, 

3ac<;o,untable,.and subject fof.Maine'é rigor011$~ ,sta'ndardsi; theréby_safeguardi’ ng“the* interests of 

MaineZs‘ _»residents;_. _
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dFurther,¥‘§lii§_-iizfid ll ‘will Belpjtiofpregéxyendther1iV¢1ihQ¢dfs o'f9Maine~noté1rie$§thrb1,1gh increased ~ 

derpandirfor-’their'local $er' \iices."_In reoe1nt§'e ;a.rS,;'weid have Wftnjenséed g trend ofeiechnology _‘
. 

co_mpanie°s' afiempting to' _¢conso’1‘idate,n0tar*iail servieesrfor the
v 

realfsd tateQindv ustify‘and fuf111e'1?it 
~‘ 

through iorrline noitary ~f*il111s_lQ:¢§tF*d"in»states wit'h;'1oWer Costs éndrweeikeresfai rxdards; This 

practice:.hbg,lnnIya1ndermines"tlmniegrify <>‘f"l~’I1i¢_r 0ffi¢¢r'O‘f 
_.}, 
N@tflry Pub‘ 1' i¢'}2Lit'i&ls0 PW-"Main¢:‘
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'residentsat'risk- . . 
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We appraud"¢h¢_iL¢gi§s1¢m¢¢:r¢r i_is~e'fi‘ofts 10 cQjr:¢<;t ap<>1i¢y decisidn made edur;iir¥ gt11e-,rec"ent d 

pandemic. Alldwing- .0tit-of-§ta1e=~0 _nl'ineenntaties to
' 

provide notarial serfvi'ceS'within'the state of .

�



5431116, whale well mtenttoned at the tune, has ratsed vahd concerns about the mcreased pote l 

abuse and fraud Thts amendment stnkes a balance by recogmzmg the *mP°1'tan° for
“ 

A 

I . 

F°°fA A

“ 

n1oderni’z1lng»»notari'al pt?-actices,:lwh' i1e also ~u»pholdingAt_l1e_prl_ncitp"les 
-of' ..1sec,uri»ty, reliabilitymtlcl. 

110'Qal:' &¢§9hntéibility.,
- 

- 
o 

o
' 

l'1ln-cqnelujsjion, we urge you to” soppozt tl'ils'=Ve1¥y prudent &mlendn1'ent~'to Sectio’n‘9 of 33 MRSA
M 

§203 By domg so, 1t wlll strengthen protectlons agamst deed fraud, uphold the mtegnty of the 
notanal system, and ensure that the mterests of Mame rosxdents remam a top prxonty 

Thank you for your attenuon to lZh1S matter, and please don’thes1tate to contact me dtrectly at 
ttattrficalxtotarxes org 1f you requtre any other mformatlon 

Best regards, 
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