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Senator Hickman, Representative Lupica, and Members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Veterans and Legal Affairs, my name is Matt Gallagher, and I am General Manager of Oxford
Casino Hotel in Oxford, Maine. I testify today in opposition to LD 2213, An Act to Support
Veterans’ Organizations and Other Nonprofit Organizations and Federally Recognized
Indian Tribes by Updating Electronic Gambling Laws.

Oxford Casino Hotel opened for business June 6, 2012, on a 100-acre property along Route 26 in
Oxford. Over the past 12 years, the Casino has expanded three times, including a $25 million
investment in a 107-room hotel, a new restaurant, and an expanded gaming floor. Currently, 980
slot machines and 23 table games are housed at the Casino, and two restaurants and two full bars
opexate on the property. Importantly, Oxford Casino employs over 400 Mainers — the vast
majority with full benefits — bringing economic vitality to a region that sorely needs it. Attached
to my testimony is a detailed description of the beneficiaries of the Oxford Casino, which extend
both locally, regionally, and statewide.

LD 2213 would allow for the operation of electronic lucky seven devices in any nonprofit
organization in the state, including veterans and fraternal organizations, agricultural societies,
volunteer fire departments, tribal facilities, and any “auxiliary” of any of these organizations. As
with HRMs and Electronic Beano, electronic lucky seven devices are just slot machines under a
different name. A prominent manufacturer of these machines touts on their website that these
machines offer a “casino-style gaming experience” with the goal of attracting a “younger
demographic.” |

1. Existing Casinos Use Less Than the 2/3 of the Available Licensed Slot Machines

Oxford Casino Hotel operates 980 siot machines out of a 1500 slot machine cap. Hollywood
Casino in Bangor operates 650 slot machines also out of a 1500 cap. Maine clearly does not
have the demand for other facilities to operate slot machines, as a total of 1370 authorized slot
machines are not being operated.

2. Would Result in a Massnve Expansion of Facilities Hosting Slot Machines in Nearly
Every Community :

The bill would authorize the licensed operation of electronic lucky seven devices by nonprofit

organizations, veterans groups, fraternal organizations, agricultural societies, and federally
recognized Indian tribes. This could potentially be the addition of hundreds of slot facilities
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scattered throughout Maine without municipal votes, which is required of casinos and slot
facilities, and any of the existing regulatory protections for the current slot facilities.

In addition to dramatically expanding the number of places where this type of gambling can
occur, the bill also removes all restrictions on the hours during which these machines can be
operated. Under this proposal, electronic lucky seven devices could be operated 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

3. Unequal Tax Treatment

Additionally, the electronic lucky seven devices would not be taxed, which is compared to the
46% tax treatment of slots currently. This would create an uneven playing field for the operation
of what are essentially the same machines (from a consumer’s perspective). Importantly, the
existing beneficiaries of the slot revenue, including K12 education and colleges and many other
entities, would be hurt the most by this uneven treatment.

4. Age Concerns and Problem Gambling Resources Not Required

LD 2213 would allow 18-year-olds to play these machines. On the other hand, Maine’s casinos
are responsibly off limits to those under the age of 21.

The bill would not require the use of exclusionary lists or the provision of other problem
gambling resources by these new slot facilities, while they still would be required at the existing
casinos. These lists are an effective way to prohibit problem gamers from a gaming facility, and
they would essentially become ineffective if not included as part of the regulatory structure of
these gaming facilities. '

LD 2213 is yet another proposal to expand gambling in Maine through a version of slot
machines. This session, we’ve seen the consideration of many different types of machines that
could be located in many different locations and regulated in different ways. The bottom line is
that the State of Maine already provides enough capacity and effective regulation for slot
machines.

##
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State of Malne
Gambling Control Unit
Revenue Olstribution - Oxford Casing.

S5FY23

OXFORD CASING.

MONTHLY SLOT ACTIVITY - 2023
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average Pay Back 5 to Players
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Total Tax revenue Due the State @ 46%
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Introducing The Jumbotron!
Features Include:

Immersive HD LCD
Displays: Deliver an eye-
popping experience with
thrilling, high-definition, 3D
animations & effects that
make games come to lifel

Interactive Touchscreen
Ul: The user-friendly
touchscreen interface
engages players in a fun,
interactive, casino-style
gaming expetrience.

Player Tested Cabinet
Designs: All E-Tab
cabinets are designed for
greater player comfort with
optimal screen height for
either sitting or standing.

Custom Options and
Features: All E-Tab
cabinets are fully
customizable to support bill
acceptors, voucher
printers, ticket dispensers,
and more.

Check Qut Some Of The Games In This Video!

https://www.lancasterbingo.com/electronic-bingo/electronic-puiltabs
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