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IN SUPPORT OF LD 2214 

An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State 
Government, General Fund and Other Funds and to Change Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to 
the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2024 and June 30, 
2025 

Senator Rotundo, Representative Sachs, Senator Baldacci, Representative Meyer, and honorable 

members of both the Appropriations & Financial Affairs and Health & Human Services 

Committees, I'm Jayne Van Bramer, President & CEO of Sweetser and I'm here again today to 
speak to how best to utilize the Governor's supplemental budget to meet the critical need for 
mental health services in our state. 

First, Sweetser has over 2,200 of your constituents on a wait list and other providers have 

similarly long waitlists. We can't just accept that this is the way it has to be in Maine. 

We can't have services without a workforce to provide them. The fact is, we need more people 
to go into the field. We need a workforce to respond to growing demand for mental health 
services. We are doing all we can to reduce wait lists and increase access to more Mainers but 
behavioral health providers need help attracting the next generation of employees and we need 
to make it easier for those out of state to move here to practice. Let's incentivize youth to make 

this their life's calling by awarding scholarships, tuition reimbursement, loan forgiveness, and pay 

people what they are worth. Some legislation already passed starts to nibble away at this, but 
we need to fund it and keep finding innovative ways to address the workforce shortages plaguing 
behavioral health. 

Second, we must address the need for prevention. 

100 Maine public schools no longer providing critical mental health treatment for students and 

their families. That's not a faint possibility, it's an absolute reality if we don't find a path forward 
together. Sweetser served over 2,300 students last year in schools from Kittery to Bangor. We 
will lose over a million dollars providing this service this fiscal year because we are not reimbursed 
for many of the critical service components. 

It's not sustainable for us or any provider and it will likely mean a program closure and a loss of 

therapy for families in your district. 

This is the best form of prevention we have, clinicians embedded in schools alongside school staff 
members to reach those with the highest needs.
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The cost of LD 2002 is a drop in the bucket compared to the costs and risks of incarceration, 
hospitalization, and other long term strains on our system if youth challenges go unchecked and 
untreated. 

We need to meet this critical moment with the necessary resources, taking some of the $100 
million plus in surplus being set aside on top of the maxed out rainy-day fund and invest in 
Mainer's mental health. lt's not raining in the future, it's pouring today and countless Maine 
children and families in your district either can't access services or could soon lose services if we 
do nothing. 

The Maine Resiliency Package is a blueprint that the entire behavioral health community 
supports. Most ofthe items in the package passed unanimously and are awaiting funding. Please 
include this in your deliberations going forward to maximize the supplemental budget's impact. 

Happy to answer any questions you have. 

Sincerely, 

a?Wr@~?\/ 

Jayne Van Bramer 
President & CEO



Schools/Districts and Communities that Sweetser contracted directly with 
or areas Sweetser serves students & their families regardless of contract: 

1) Kittery School District 

2) Horace Mitchell Elementary School 

3) Shapleigh Middle School 

4) Traip Academy 

5) MSAD 60 School (N0. Berwick, Noble, Lebanon) 
6) Hanson School (Lebanon) 

7) Lebanon Elementary School 

8) Eric Knowlton 

9) North Berwick Elementary School 

10) Vivian Hussey 
ll) Noble Middle School 

12) Noble High School 

13) MSAD 35 School (So. Berwick, Eliot) 
14) Central School (So. Berwick) 

15) Eliot Elementary 

16) Mary Hurd School 
17) Great Works School 
l8) Marshwood Middle School 
l9) Marshwood High School 

20) Sanford School Department 
21) Carl J. Lamb School 
22) Willard School 

23) Sanford Pride Elementary 

24) Margaret Chase Smith 

25) Sanford Junior High 

26) Sanford High School 

27) MSAD55 Sacopee Valley (Hiram) 
28) SV/Hiram Elementary School 
29) SV/Hiram Middle School 
30) SV/Hiram High School 

31) Saco School Department 
32) Fairfield School 

33) Young School 
34) CK Burns School 
35) Saco Middle School 

36) Thornton Academy Middle School 
37) Thornton Academy 

38) Dayton Consolidated School (District) 

39) SAD 57 
40) Waterboro Elementary School 

41) Line Elementary School 

42) Shapleigh Memorial School 

43) Alfred Elementary School 

44) Lyman Elementary School 
45) Massabesic Junior High School 

46) Massabesic High School



47) South Portland School District 

48) Frank I. Brown Elementary School 
49) Helena H. Dyer Elementary School 

50) James O. Kaler Elementary School 

51) Dr. Waldo T. Skillin Elementary School 

52) Dora Small Elementary School 

53) South Portland Middle School 

54) South Portland High School 

55) RSUI4 (Windham, Raymond Schools) 
56) Windham Primary School 
5?) Manchester School 

58) Raymond Elementary School 
59) Jordan Small Middle School 

60) Brunswick School Department 
61) Harriet Beecher Stowe Elementary School 

62) Kate Furbish Elementary School 

63) Brunswick Junior High 

64) Brunswick High School 

65) RSUI School District (Bath, Woolwich, Phippsburg) 
66) Woolwich Central School 
67) Phippsburg Elementary School 

68) Fisher Mitchell School 

69) Dike Newell School 

70) Bath Middle School 

71) Morse High School 

72) West Bath School District 

73) MSAD75 (Topsham, Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell) 
74) Bowdoin Central School 
'75) Bowdoinham Community School 
76) Harpswell Community School 
77) Williams-Cone Elementary School 

78) Woodside Elementary School 

79) Mt. Ararat Middle School 

80) Mt. Ararat High School 

81) RSU16 School District (Mechanic Falls, Minot, Poland) 
82) Elm Street School 
83) Poland Community School 
84) Bruce Whittier Middle School 

85) RSUI3 (Rockland, Thomaston. Cushing, Owls Head, Ash Point) 
86) Cushing Community School 
87) South School 

88) Oceanside Middle School 

89) Oceanside High School 

90) RSU28 & Five Town CSD (Camden, Rockport, Appleton, Hope, Lincolnville) 
91) Camden/Rockport Elementary School 

92) Camden/Rockport Middle School 

93) Camden/Rockport High School 

94) RSU71 (Belfast, East Belfast, Searsmont, Morrill, Swanville) 
95) Ames School (Searsomont)



96) Capt. Albert Stevens School (Belfast) 

97) East Belfast School 

98) Gladys Weymouth School 
99) Kermit Kickerson School 

100) 

101) 

102) 

103) 
104) 

105) 

106) 

107) 

Troy Howard Middle School 
Belfast Area High School 
Belfast Community Outreach Program in Education (BCOPE) 

RSU20 Searsport 
Searsport Elementary School 

Searspoit Middle School 
Searsport High School 

RSU3 (Brooks, Freedom, Jackson, Knox, Liberty, Monroe, Montville, Thorndike, 
Troy, Unity, Waldo) 

108) 

109) 

110) 

111) 

112) 

113) 

114) 

115) 

116) 
117) 

118) 

119) 
120) 

121) 

122) 

123) 
124) 

125) 
126) 

127) 

128) 

129) 

130) 
131) 

132) 

133) 

134) 

135) 

136) 

137) 

138) 

Monroe Elementary School 
Morse Memorial Elementary School 
Mount View Elementary School 
Troy Elementary School 

Unity School 

Walker Elementary School 
Mount View Middle School 
Mount View High School 

Uni0n76 
Brooklin Elementary School 

Sedgwick Elementary School 

Union93 
Brooksville Elementary School 

Penobscot Elementary School 

Surry Elementary School 

CSDI3 
Deer Isle Stonington Elementary School 

Private/Specialty Purpose Schools 
St. James School (K — 8) Biddeford 

All Saints School (K - 8) Bangor 

Secondary Schools 
Southern Maine Community College (SMCC) South Portland 

Districts see several clients in but are not formerly contracted with 

York School Department 
Wells Ogunquit CSD 

Housing and Recovery Communities 
Bangor 
Brewer 
Old Town 
Bath 
McCauley Residence (Bangor)



ifinrtlanh {flrwfi ltieralh 
‘,,t,.>_ pp.“ "':§;/ 1 g ti 

Schootbased therapy not fipanciatlv 

sustainable without state support 
Prcwtrziers trke mine are czrezaflveiy subsAt<:il2tIn=g the cam of 
mental heatth sewims at p-uhdm scheme‘ That c:.1n‘t ta st 

éemand and awed fee" ;:mvvz~n~ 
tséiive mama) hesiitis aemieee 

fee mung pecesee in Mame, 
Sw»:-etzer iz meeting the wee" 
mam at a great finmscéal 20%. 
Leer; yetm; we wet $$'¥&,epe on 

our adsenéhaeafi i21es~st;:1y eat» 
vicee. 54¢ far tats §:~w1~ , sews" pew 
gram ix operating at at ,$4&$g§p<% 
deécét, The.-tee rwatixeé margins 
are meme am} t;ts~ta;t*’1*e 

being aaxpefiezscefi hi; seiner p*i‘€§~ 

eiéam as watt. We pmp ms the 
wet; m ed1ooi~3:%»2d 
uaing zeizieer pmgmm veeeemxee 
fisflfi £ii2i°'l&£i6f$ beatuee srhie ie; 
a we practice in mamwwt 
deiiveryz 
Ammwtliwg he a flaw by the 

Eiwptsrhnent sf Heakh and 
Humsax ymmg pwpte 
are mam mfimfiie 
ing fikmga ze31n»o%~ 
bweé ciixxicat Bee ¢:11i!&t~241 
zspend we r#eajm*§£§* cef iéeeir 
day in e=&|ca1ti2~na! saaeiinge, 
ecfweméa play a ctiéicai rciiae in 
pmviéimg a eafat nm~zzigma- 
tmzxg semi naeurai 
enefiroesmere im wfiids céxiwmn 
mu} families can have acceea tn 
pmeeamn? an, ewe}; inmrseenaien 
ms} tm~a§::m<n£p 

fiweeieer p<~=:v'i<iee weatmeist 
in mere than 35 echoed diateicm 
and in more than we 
inciuding eiememtary, méfifiie 
atné hegh echaoie... Sweeiesr have 
app-mximaseiy an Zfihifldtt/¥_—~§;?s$.3€>d 

ciméciamz across the estate eé‘ 

Zxmme zwci we aervefi mare 
mam 2,35%: aiufientzs Kasai pear in 
wsiwaee, imrn F2i££e.~:1s'ko Bangmz 
We“re ersvamimei in echmt 

cmwpmsee? wwkirsg aiawgeieie 
whose-hired msumelum anti 
zavzme easier! wormre ts farm 
at cmfixwum oi care be suppssrt 
e/kudenie’ neental heaéiis mzedzat 
Eacie mtie hm aw was epectfic 
puwpcese» Wmrking bogeezer, we 
beam grwidm at co:1me~e~§1~es:1~ 

wpgxsre: mfiwsakfw me 
chiiot and iamiig- . Menmi heeteh 

Ta M49 
zeatizfy the gmmizssg A®UT THE kUTtli3R 

Joanne Gram: is» the chief 
gzgzowth ~:>ff>::=2+r of bewtasnmai 
health organizatecm f£~w~a»e!ee:¢ 

L~& QQQRQ. mtwdupe-d 
hey Maine apseakeer 

at the Hamper Rashes 
Ya time: Reuse. wmaitpt 

atiaw the {teem/rtnwent 

at Eaéupatiwn ta eetup 
2: grta@nt~iit-m inpaemtivap 

fer wheels m ceantreet 
with a memeipeet 
heaifiw pravtmer he 

wraetde schemt taawpt 
t;hwra@y staetvieeea 

euppmrs iakee es vitltege amt pm~ 
vséem iibe ue awe we impprtazwi 
paw: pi that psszzee, 
But time €p-av e news 

heaéeine? 
“m€v §e§a€:e»<.-re puezsxzt e¢h<:m»%e rm 

I@>n,ge~c* pmvede ymzates xueeata! 
hmitlm tmatzmeeaefi‘ 
if we dmt am as pew €’m"werd 

wiéh the Le~_g;£plmur~e, hippie net 
at faint paaetibéiim five an abet»:-t~ 
[meta amaitty. 
$~waewer panama iitaemami 

pmfeeaimaia an achaate as aw 
<:~pa=t pa the aclxmt tctétatrim. We 
biit the e:tud>es*:t’a mputmnce. bu»: 
the retimmzmenwnt mm pals’ 
ceeem Lise aaexeai £s»:e.~w-fame 
time emu. we eimician azpeawm 
in eeeietpn ‘xiii: the wild, There 
is ea: maeeis n-terse is téfise ;:+1>ee~ 

tiesw emu aitwwpegr bat;:¥:~£c>-trsaek 
the<r~apry M-et:s§p~1xe, It reqssizsee 

fut! iMe§:'*:e£.é~pn"; s§*%t%2€r: a whoa! 
eettiesg med e :m.m%:§e»:~ of 
aeeivitiea sisal wet, ea a ;:e~e>eéd~ 
er; e§ts‘s'sp»¥§~* eannpe bit? fee. ‘ifiwtm 

weeptea as fimemriei gee: teem we 
srmztfiii meme, 

C.‘m1\§nms ~»z2enae actéwkiee hm 
nweiing witiw educatlsesa aiww 
haw no mmeve tn rise 
zmdeazm’ remixing, gettmg 
pm*~er'¢ea§ xzesmani peaperwwk 
eigned, §s~a¥eii::»g ¥:»:> famifiee’ 
hpmea far wwmd 
¢:ow%énui~ng eeziumtéan praising? 
daeesmemaiiaaa, iaawe?£s,;* €£et’§*e- 

nxeanicaiéen and ~:¥es&mg with use 
gene mania! Maw: es‘ emetamv 
at 25%: mesa an amgxae 
are est! net iaéiltmlep 
LI}. ii"/432, i:sk\a>&eae~:§ by 

Maine fipeaber 0% the 
Recipe; Taifiai wewki ai»~ 
fem: the en{ $5 E-$.&a~ 
times w tee-?m.@ a gram‘-iim éneew 
five ‘Kw ezchonte $6 cwxh-acfi wétts 
a taeitaemral heafih ta 
pameae e~::hao§ bamé me»:-aapy 
eemesraea R twahd financiséfi: 
vs-aeawaze the eaisiing meter at 
echwlapeeeé eeixziciarxe -= me 
jwat; at 5;weeees2~ , me with grm 
wtdem mmeee like eéaie. It wwtid 
stem isxceawévize sdsceaé fiafiasie 
stare} swimmers wifiamst ends mew 
mt heaétis peafeesiawzale £1» wart 
we gesmédere tn empire §;§r'iI>p¢2s' 
ecceee: as (}1€@€’<$§§1{;' and e§m»ti»am~» 
at eupgacmzet 

§..aD. xvii; 21$, emiigr pm 
ue an e gates mwsrfie euemir» 
mate; is‘? maE>;:@a§% dtefieitet 

being eheafiaed by ewmmen%i;§~ 
a§et1§'*iee:;., §§; wsili aiémv pveveziere 
like ea./2 as reeceextt mad wtain 
izigéxig-‘ qusiiifieri ciiesiciane, page 
aiiniaéasvs ex :s».:am~ -eateries? 

wage. i*tee§p echoei dizmdz 
pweeée mmm health :~:ers*i€~m 

and e1fiiz#me€eE;,* a~:~:>éd pmgranx 
tripeuw. Itie as wm we etuéewtieti 
familtee, achcesla and aux whpée 
piteiap 

fsiaéne ée; ppieeé w have as be:d~ 
get zzuvplwz £4 eaeeemai Emnciwefi 
miieim we hm a 
dwp in time bu<.:‘t:&l; mmgswed 
to the seat: and riek& i:s<:~a:- 
oeraiimx and atiser !~:ss1g&»»:~rm 
awaéms an mar eegzeaternez if yaesfis 
mentai §"&&&§£§“i dsaiiengee go 
um:<it%2»*:££*d maxi urvtneatacis fise 
time ta invest in our ci':»ii¢te~=:ss’s 

failure» in mzrw. The éime be ass 
ta seep:

�



BANGOR DAILY NEWS 

G at stufle linza 

cmullsefingseflrims 

Ax a former élimiaisl, m:|11;1;:1- 
salsa‘ wurl-dug in. Iuiaime 
lie sch-2-als fur wax‘ SD yam I 

kmw lémw irx11: _u:u:'ts11.t it in 

flmt ‘cm: ttifilté it pusaihlie ffir 
kids and ha} Iaécesa 
needed care. Hg; 
mm ifI*1ETl’i12&1 healflm §e;1*1.ficaa,. 

with pamntal i1:1:1.w;111;=ema11t,. 

mrailahvls rm puhlirs» schml 
m1mpuraea.<vmm1=a-xmcvm sigi|;1ifi- 

mm Vbawiersa tuv iraatznermi 

imiludirmg the marriage @:»f 

r:urmr1u11ity 1'es»:1.11.rcesv and 
iraazsjpaiftatinn. cvhallvmavgea. 

Families are» t1**$::'11é11<- 

dmm strvess, *5*t11fle1:1fta r-§p~;u"t 

high me-ed fizz: suppczrt. The 
mare W9 mm, do ‘tn 

firaase a:*:’x:ezfi:s; in '[|‘I1EIT‘&]_Z§¥§. ea- 

jg-a:i:i.—a;1;1,§-? in 1’Tl3i'LlJ;";El]. s-rzhfiuzil 

:=‘5r§t1iZ’Iii.|§',IE=,. the hlattwm
V M H %rr1;1»a ~:r? l|agisl _ai _v:11?,' I 

zalmir 1mc»w hrm‘ im;pm:'ta11t ii 
is tlmt we; spas}: out and 81.11;!- 
];mrt much-izuzadad 1agis1a- 

I panplga $13» mach 
nut tn {hairs lagislfitfirs in 
s1.1;pjp~:~1*t of I-Irsum Speaker 
Pacml T"alhut Hfi1$E:'\ LB 

“An $at"tm Pmiwvinila In- 

ematiws tr: Eichnnls fTh_a*t 

€.‘§sc11:|.tr‘a~:¢t :[‘m: fiietftaixfx; Smisial 

W 01%: a1:u:1 lE‘a1*r1i.1;; “*i"1£1er»apy 

E‘ewices."' 
This pzmplcnsal wiiIl_ hell: pm- 

xride Vfuxmding; fur $::11,»m=:11a tn 
wruczu-:|1,tmr:\t, with aA1.'im1s‘id&1* E11- 

well-qualifimdé aliniciana whn 
haw fine fiilflfil 

"haw M111 
drezm gwuflj. and fimilies 12.11111 
flue behawrinrala hvaalthv elm]- 

lesmgea may flora. 
Fur me well-‘b@i:1ag v~:1fv:al1., 

people shun].-:1 plmae M all 
fluay em tn encumzagg a auggaxfi 

i1ir1pu1fta1a.t rww ba- 
zfizm ‘tlua Legvislagmlfé. 

Lefa £113 all cm, tr: mfikfi» 
3lJ.‘i:‘£'< kids and gt" the 
|::~;1ini@::w rmmimelingi

‘ 

s.i:=.srvi.=:as 

they 
‘$3.? Mnfiirafkght; 
H@rp@£re€~!'


