
Good morning, 

Thank you for The opporTuniTy To speak To you Today. 
I'm Fran 

Seeley and I live in PorTland. 

LasT year The 131sT LegislaTure passed LD 1522, “An AcT To 

Provide Economic JusTice To HisTorically DisadvanTaged Older 

CiTizens by Amending The Laws Governing The Medicare Savings 

Program." In addiTion To eliminaTing The asseTs TesT for The 

Medicare Savings Program — a program funded mosTly by federal 

dollars and one ThaT reduces Medicare cosTs for qualifying 

parTicipanTs — The bill also significanfly increased The Program's 

eligibiliTy limiTs. These improved eligibiliTy limiTs are in sync 

wiTh The Elder Economic SecuriTy Index ThaT Takes inTo accounT 

expenses like housing, TransporTaTion, healTh care, raTher Than 

basing eligibiliTy on Federal PoverTy guidelines ThaT are simply 

Tied To The cosT of food. These improved eligibiliTy limiTs would 

qualify so many older Mainers for Medicare cosT savings Thus 

easing Their financial sTruggles. 

Based on income and The increased eligibiliTy limiTs, qualifying 

parTicipanTs would see Medicare cosT savings beTween $2,000 

and and $7,300 annually. These are significanf savings for Those 

of us depending on Social SecuriTy and, if we're lucky, some 

savings or reTiremenT income To meeT The cosT of basic needs. 

Personally, if The Medicare Savings Program covered my monfhly 

Medicare Medical Insurance cosT of $174, ThaT money in my 

pockeT would jusf abouT pay for my monThly elecTric and heaTing 

bill. IT mighT even encourage me To keep my ThermosTaT aT 68 

raTher Than iTs currenT 64 degrees!



LD 1522 direcTed The 5TaTe To implemenT Theses changes To The 
laws governing The Medicare Savings Program by March 1sT, 
2024. However, The Governor's SupplemenTal BudgeT proposes a 
compleTe rollback of The new eligibiliTy levels, aTTempTing To save 
money on The backs of financially vulnerable lower-income 
Mainers. This is a social injusTice we musT noT allow. 

Please re_jecT The shameful changes To The Medicare Savings 
Program proposed in The SupplemenTal BudgeT. Honor The 
hisToric acTion Taken by The 131sT Maine LegislaTure To improve 
The economic securiTy of older Mainers. Endorse The years of 
persisTenT advocacy work done To ensure ThaT Tens of Thousands 
of older Mainers will have enough money To meeT Their basic 
needs. Please don'T allow LD 1522 To become a carroT dangled in 
TronT of us being yanked away by The SupplemenTal BudgeT 
proposal 

Thank you for lisTening To me Today.


