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While staying with some relatives, we were told about the BRAP voucher program.
When we applied, we found out we weren’t homeless enough. We were told if we slept in our car
or in a public space, and this was witnessed by either the police or a member of the clergy, we
could get the voucher. Luckily, we had a vehicle to sleep in and our relatives had a pastor who

could vouch for us. Our kids needed a home, so that’s exactly what we did and we got a place.

“ At this point, that was many years ago. My son is now 20 and my daughter 16. We’ve
lived in the same home for 10 years now and it's been nice. For the first 5 years though, my son
would beg me to never make hirﬁ move again. He was afraid he’d have to leave his friend group
and we’d lose our cats again. I’ve worried about these same things. We need statewide rent relief,
so when rents go up no one is forced to leave their home, community, or experience what I had

to. Thank you for your time.



