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SEXUAL ASSAULT 

February 22, 2024 

Senator Rotundo, Representative Sachs, Members of the Joint Standing Committee on 

Appropriations, Senator Grohoski, Representative Perry, and Members of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Taxation 

My name is Melissa Martin, and lam submitting testimony today on behalf of the Maine Coalition 

Against Sexual Assault (MECASA), the organization which represents and serves Maine's sexual 

violence prevention and response programs as well as Maine's Children's Advocacy Centers. 

MECASA initiates and advocates for victim—centered public policy; provides expert training, 

technical assistance, and resources for providers and partners; and funds the service providers in 

your communities. 

MECASA is here today in support of the blanket sales tax exemption for 501(c)(3) nonprofits, as 

written in Part H of the supplemental budget. 

Our sexual assault agencies are currently not exempt from sales tax. As a result, we strongly 

support this bill as it will reduce costs for our agencies and allow them to put funds into resources 

that go directly to survivors of sexual violence. 

I want to give a few examples of times when our agencies are paying sales tax. Sexual assault 

centers across the state accompany survivors of sexual violence when they go the hospital for a 

sexual assault forensic examination. As part of that exam, survivors often have their nails cut and 

their clothing taken as evidence. They also spend hours in the hospital. As a result, our centers 

have created bags of essential supplies, such as basic sweatsuits, nail files, snacks, and water for 

sexual assault survivors to have during and after their forensic examination. Currently, when 

centers buy these items for survivors, they are paying sales tax. 

Another example are backpacks we are currently creating for those who are experiencing 

trafficking and unstable housing. We are working with our centers to build backpacks of essential 
supplies such as basic clothing, toiletries, food, and water for our advocates are called in to work 

with a person experiencing trafficking without stable housing. As we know, providing people with 

basic necessities allows them to begin to think about next steps.
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There are numerous smaller examples of items sexual assault agencies purchase that would also 
benefit from the sales tax exemption—yoga mats for trauma informed yoga, toys and art supplies 
for Children's Advocacy Centers, and even basic office supplies to keep centers running. 

By not having to pay sales tax on all of these items, centers can buy more essential supplies that 
directly serve child and adult survivors of sexual violence. Thank you for your consideration. 

About Maine's Sexual Assault Service Providers 

One in five Mainers will experience sexual assault at some point in their lifetime.1 Each year, 
14,000 Mainers will experience sexual violence? 

l\/laine's sexual violence service providers provide free and confidential services across the state 
to victims/survivors of sexual harassment and sexual assault and those close to them, as well as to 
individuals who wish to increase their understanding of the issues. Just some of the services 
include a 24-hour statewide sexual assault helpline, crisis intervention and information, support 
groups, in-person accompaniment and advocacy through the medical and legal systems, and 
school~ and community—based prevention education. Services are provided for a victim/survivor 
regardless of when they experienced sexual violence, and regardless of what type of sexual 
violence they experienced. Types of sexual violence include, but are not limited_to, sexual 
harassment and gender-based bullying, child sexual abuse, elder sexual abuse, stalking, sex 
trafficking, and sexual violence within an intimate partner relationship. 

24/7 Confidential 
Maine Sexual Assault Helpline: 1-800~871—7741 

1 Du mont, R. & Shaler, G. (2015). Maine Crime Victimization Report: Informing public policy for safer communities. 
Muskie School of Public Service, University of Southern Maine. 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT 

infoumecasaorg 
I 
mecasaorg 

207-B25-C034 

STATEWIDE 

SEXUAL ASSAULT HELPLINE 

l-800-871-7741 

Free. Private. 24/7. 

lrlAlNE’S SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPURT CENTERS 

Allllll) Sexual Assault Services (AMHC) 

Sewing Aroostook, Hancock, it Washington Counties
' 

amhcsexualassaultservicesorg 

immigrant Resource Center oi Maine 

Sewing Androscnggin C Cumberland Counties ~ ircolmaineorg 

Rape Response Sewices (RRS) 

Sewing Penolrscot & Piscataquis Counties ~ rrsonlineorg 

Sexual Assault Prevention & Response Sewices (SAPARS) 

Serving Androscoggin,llxiord & Franklin Counties and the towns of 

Bridgtonit llarrison 
- saparsorg 

Sexual Assault Crisis & Support Center (SAC &SC) 

Sewing ltennel1ec&Somerset Counties 
- silentnomoreorg 

Sexual Assault Response Sewices cl Southem Maine 

(SARSSM) 

SewingCumberland&Yorlr Counties ' sarsonlineorg 

Sexual Assault Support Sewices oi lllirlcoast Maine 

(SASSMM) 

Sewing Eastern Cumberland, Sagarlalroc, Knox, Waldo C Lincoln 

Counties ~ sassmmprg 

MURE SEXUAL VIULENUE SERVICES 

Maine Transllet ' mainetrans.net 
' info@mainetransnet.crg 

Wahanalri Women's Coalition ~ wallanakivromenscoalitionmg 

Zlll-163-3478 

Aroosteolr Band of Micmacs, Domestic & Sexual Violence 

Advocacy Center ~ 2C7-551-3639 

Houlton Band oi lllaliseets, Domestic & Sexual Violence 

Advocacy Center 
- 207-532-6401 

lndian Township Passamaquoddy, Domestic & Sexual 

Violence Advocacy Center 
- 20 -214-1917 

Passamaquorldy Peaceful Relations 
* i-817-853-2lil3 

Penoliscot lndian Nation, llomestic & Sexual Violence 

Advocacy Center 
- 201-B31-4888



MA|NE NETWORK OF 

CHILDREN'S 
ADVOCACY 
CENTERS 

Maine's 
Children's Advocacy Cenfers 

������� 

Accredifed 

Operational & working 
toward accreditation 

Aroostook County Children's Advocacy Center 
amhcsas.org 

207-472-6134 

Children's Advocacy Center of Androscoggin, 
Franklin, and Oxford Counties 
cac-afo.org 

Androscoggin: 207-784-0436 

Frankin: 207-778-9777 

Oxford: 207-739-1228 

Children's Advocacy Center of Kennebec & 
Somerset Counties 
silentnomore.org/about-our—cac 

207-861-4491 

Children's Advocacy Center of York County 
sarsmm.org 
207-459-Z380 

Cumberland County Children's Advocacy 
Center 

cumberlandcountycac.org 
207-879-6160 

Downeast Children's Advocacy Center 
amhcsas.org 

207-255-3687 

Midcoast Children's Advocacy Center 
sassmm.org 
207-522-7162 

Penquis Children's Advocacy Center 
penquiscac.org 

207-974-2469
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