February 1, 2024
LD 2056

Senate Chair Chipman
House Chair Representative Crafts and members of the Transportation Committee,

My name is Walter Coombs and I’m here today to represent Private Merwin A. Delano, Jr.
Merwin grew up in his hometown of Arrowsic. We attended school together and after high
school we went off to serve our country and joined the service. I joined the Navy and Merwin
joined the Army.

Merwin was killed in Vietnam on March 17, 1966.

Merwin died a true hero and due to his courageous actions he received ‘The Bronze Star with a
V’ for valor. Meaning his actions were extraordinary. I’ve included a copy of Merwin’s Bronze

Star award which describes his heroism! He also received a ¢ Purple Heart’.

In remembrance to Private Merwin A. Delano, Jr. we would like to propose a dedication to the
five mile section of road on Rt. 127 between the Arrowsic Bridge and the Georgetown Bridge.

Merwin was well known and remains the subject of talk within the VFW and American Legion!

I believe Representative Allison Hepler ran into a person recently who spoke about
Merwin! There are still family members today who reside in Arrowsic.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Walter Coombs
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3.656 American Gold Star casualties recorded in our arc

Merwin A Delano Jr is among the :
who gave their lives in servi

close ties to Maine. This is a substantial number ol individuals
comntry,

Read More - ,
Our core focus is on the decades spanning World War | through the Vietnam War
sacrifice and service. Many volunteered to serve. Others were asked to join. Each s

as the individuals involved.
We have located images and some life stories for 651 of these Maine Gold Star veteran: Thatis

great start. However, our important wark is not done.

With the help of our supporting organizations. and visitors like you. our researc
continues. There is a worthy geal to place a face and some life story to these nam
Over time. more details will appear for the remaining 3.008 Maine Gold Star servic
in our archive. In fact, it's likely that cven more names will be added.

It is our collective duty to ensure they are forever honored. Never forgotien.

A Show Less :
SERVICE OVERVIEW

Name  Merwin A Delano Jr
From  Sagadahoc County. Maine
Bom * December 25, 1947
Death: - ‘March 17. 1966

War Vietnam War
Rank  Private
Specialty Light Weapons Infantty
Branch US Army




