3 Housing of taine
55 Weston Avenue
AARP Maine

ABG Consulting, Gray
Atorn Engineering, Inc.

Attied Cook Construction, Portland
Anew Development LC, Portiand
Apartments for People LLC, Belfast
Arthetype Architects, Portiand
Assotlated General Cantractors of Maine
Aubur Housing Authonty

Augusta Housing Authority

Avesta Housing, Portland

Bangor Area Homeless Shelter

Bangor Housing

Bangar Savings Bank

Bank of New Hompshire, Faimouth
Bath Housing

Bath Sawvgx institution

Bellwether Enterprise

Banchmark Consteuction, Westbrook
Bostan Fnancial investment Management
Bowman Constructars, Newport
Brunswick Housing Amanfy

Camden National Bank

Corpenter Associates

Carha)rt CHnnl/eJ of Maine

CE, Brui

CHA Arth/lemt/! Portland

Gity of Partiand Department of Housing
Cark insurance, Portiand

Community Concepts, Lewiston
Community Housing ofMa/ne Portiand
Conslgh Construction Co.,

Cooperative Development /nsmm South Freepart
Co;pe[amz Fund of the Hortheast

Credere Associates, Westbrook
Cross Financlo! Corp., Partland
Cumbertand County
Curtis Thaater, Portland
CWS Architects, Portiand
Develogers Collaborative, Portiand
Development Services of New England, Freepart
Doveta:l Consultin
DrummondWoodsum, Portiand
Ducas Construction, Inc.

, Dunber & Brawn Construction

* Eagle Point Development, LLC
Eatan Peabody Consulting Group, Augusta
Enic Burmeister
Evernorth, Portland
Falmouth, Town of
Fort Fairfeld Residential Development Corp.
Four Directians Develogment Corporation, Oraro
Freeport Community Services
Freeport Housing Trust
Furniture Friends
Ganneston Construction, Augusta
Gowron Turgeon Architects, Scorborough
Genesis Community Loan Fund, Brunswick
Gorham Savings Bank
Great Fals Construction, Gorham
Grommes Pulask Consuiting LIC, Portland
GrowSmart Maine
Habitat for Humonity of Greater Portiand
Habitat for Humonity York County
Hancock Lumber, Casco
Healthy Androscoggin, Lewiston
Hebert Construction
Home Start, Peaks Island
Hometess Volces for Justice, Portland
Housing Foundation, Orona,
Housing nitiatives of New England, Portland
Housing Partnership, Partsmouth, WK
Hunt Copital Partners LLC, Fl Paso, TX
Isfand Institute, Rockland
Isfesboro Affordable Property
Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry, Portland
John Anton, Consultant, Portiond
Kaplan Thompson Architects, Portland
Fennebec Savings Bank, Augusta
Kennebec Valey Comminity Acton, Woteruie
Kennekunk Saving:
KeyBank
¥nox County Homeless Coaltion
Lake City investments, LLC
Landry/French Construction, Scarborough
LoRocheli Consulting, LLC, Augusta
Lassel Arthitects, South Berwick
18 Development Partners, Portiand
teadingAge Maine & New Hampshire
Lewiston Housing Authonty
MET Bank
Machias Savings Bank
Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services
Haine Community Action Partnership
Maine Community Bank
Maine Department of Health & Human Services
Maine Equal Justice
Maine Immigrants’ Rights Coaltion
Maine Public Health Assoclation
kaine Real Estate Managers Association
Maine State Bulding & Construction Trades
Maine Workforce Housing LLC Poriond
Mana en Mana,
ua»xunyapmmuc Sermouth
Mascoma Bank
Mideoust Regional Housing Trust
NET 8ank
Mickerson & O'Day, Inc., Bangor
HNorth Haven Sustai nuble Housing
Northeast Rental Hous)
Horway Savings Bank
0Old Town Housing Autharity
Gtis Atwell CPAs Sauth Pordand
Penobscat General Conatractors
Fenquls,
Peogte's Unitad Bank
PM Consteuction
Portland Builders
Portland Housing Authority
Preble Street, Portiand
Preservation Managerent, South Portiand
Pret Flaherty, Portl
Ralse-Op Housing Coapemuve Lewiston
Realty Resources Management
Reatol Housing Altance o Southern Maine

Rumford, Town of

Sanford Housing Authonity

Scott Simons Archutects, Portiond

Sea Coott Management Company, Topshom
Shalom House, Portiand

Silver Streat Davelopment Corporation, Fortiond
South Portiand Housing Authonty

Spachawk Group, Yarmouth

St Germain

Suncise Oppontunities, Machias

S.W, Cole Engineering, Gray

Szan lan Company

Tzd[wrd Housing, Brunswick

The Caleb Group, Saco

The Eagle Point Companies, South Portland
The Housing Foundation

The Park Danforth, Portland

Thornton Tomasetti, Portiond

Through These Doors, Portiand

Total orstraction Management, Winterport
TPD Construction Co., Sanford

United Way of Greater Portiand

Ute, inc.

Veterans inc., Lewiston

Volunteers of Amecica of Northern NE
Washington County Assoz for Ret. Citizens
Westbrook Housing Authority

Western Moine Community Action, E. Wilton
Winton Scott Architects

Wishcamper Compantes, Portlond

WNE & Associates

Wright-Ryan Construction, Portlond
Yarmouth Housing Collaborative
Year-Round Housing Corp., tang tslond
York County Community Action, Sonford
York Housing Authorty

2achau Construction, Freeport
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MAINE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COALITION

131° Legislature - Joint Committee on Taxation
Laura Mitchell, Executive Director,Maine Affordable Housing Coalition - January 24, 2024
in favor of LD2106 An Act to Accelerate the Production of Affordable Housing
and Strengthen the Historic Property Rehabilitation Tax Credit

Good afternoon, Chair Grohoski and Chair Perry, and the honorable members of the Joint
Taxation Committee. My name is Laura Mitchell, | serve as the Executive Director of the Maine
Affordable Housing Coalition, a nonprofit organization of more than 140 Maine housing
development, building, design, shelter, and housing organizations. We work to address Maine’s
housing crisis by advocating for the creation and preservation of housing for all people in Maine.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you in favor of LD2106, An Act to Accelerate the
Production of Affordable Housing sponsored by Senator Rotundo. The State Historic Tax Credit
is used to fund the rehabilitation of run-down historic sites such as unused former schools,
mills, and grange halls in communities throughout Maine. It recreates these beloved
locations into vital community assets that provide housing and catalyze economic opportunity.

Maine is in a housing crisis, and this is a straightforward housing bill. Finding affordable
housing is at the top of mind of all people in our state. Seniors trying to downsize, employers in
need of housing for workers, young families trying to get a start building assets, and people living
outside. This fall’s state housing study showed we are need 80,000 new homes in order to
maintain and grow our economy by 2030.

LD2106 is a critical piece in addressing our housing crisis. More than 2/3 of state historic tax
credit projects use it to build housing. More than 20% of all new affordable homes in Maine have
used this credit.

This bill begins to right size the state historic tax to meet inflation and current costs so it can
fulfill its intended use — of building new housing and revitalizing already developed sites. These
rehab projects are extensive, requirements for energy usage have become tighter, and the cost
of construction and materials for these projects has doubled since the credit was capped in
2008. The current credit simply doesn’t cover the level of redevelopment that it used to,
decreasing the number of towns it can help, reducing the number of housing units it builds,
and leaving historic sites to become eye sores rather than bright spots of hope and
growth in communities.

As lawmakers I’'m sure you want to focus on proven, effective strategies for addressing Maine
people’s challenges. The State Historic Tax Credit is just that. Tax credits are an extremely
efficient way for our State to help build housing, because credits bring in, and leverage further
investment from outside of Maine. An OPEGA study of the current credit showed that it has
paved the way for hundreds of new homes across the State. Its time to expand the program.

There’s no better place to build new housing in Maine than in already developed locations, that
revitalize and add decades of use to run down historic properties. Maine is decades behind
investing in housing and needs to be building thousands of new homes a year to meet this
backlog. | hope you will support this bill as it is one of the most tangible things you can do to
boost housing production in Maine this legislative session. Thank you.
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