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It is a wonderful idea to address the issue af eminent domain in the
wake of the recent attempt of LS Pawer to take over fwao thousand
acres of beautiful central and narthern Maine land for high voltage
fransmission lines. Maine presently has same of the weakest
eminent domain laws in the country - from the point of view of
pratection of the landowner.

Unfortunately, this bill, as written, probably cannat stand up to any
real legal oppaosition. In arder far this bill to pass, it needs ta be
amended and strengthened, but still allow eminent domain as an
gptian.

Minnesata has some strong eminent domain laws in which the
entire property must be purchased at the best real estate prices.
Relacation costs could be included as well. Or how about what
lowa has done - requiring the utility to secure 75% of the easement
before eminent domain wauld kick in¢

My personal property was not affected by the LS Power threat, but
| was shacked and harrified that such a proposal could even
become a reality -affecting many friends and neighbars and
destroying the beauty of central Maine,

Thank you in advance for your sincere effarts to protect Aaine
property owners with a stronger eminent damain bill.

Cordelia Lane
Palermo, Maine




