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TESTIMONY _O_F‘THE TOWN OF GORHAM 
1‘-O» THE COMMITTEE oN Hoosmje 

TESTIMONY PROVIDED‘ AGAINST LD #1 .9176“ » Act to 'Updaie the Growth VManagement Program Laws” 

DATE OF NQVEMBER 1.4, 2023' 

Honorable Senator Pierce, H0n0i’ab1e;RepIesentetiVe G_ er_e~ 
,__ 
Distingiiished Membeis of ‘the 

Committee on Ho'u’s'ing-'
: 

The Town, of 'G' orham,=Maine Community D' eve1o _pmen’t Plennixig; Division has rev.ie"v'ved_LD 1976 
“An act to Update the Growth M@negement'Progra1n Laws?’ =m.d reeommends a €<>111111ifi'=¢ vote 

. of 

Oug ht. Not to Pass H.8'thE; bill is lcurrentlyi drafted} While we I€.CQ'gI1lZQt. 1Z18t-lIIi]§1'QV§l11§IllZ$.lIl8.y be. 

needed to modernize, the Growth Management Law, this bill . 
— as drafted .— would encode several 

ptohlematid elementé into statute. 

Before -any ( _3h_3,[lg@S are made to; the Growth Management Lew, We st1':ongly "fecoiiifrieifid that-there 
he a,rohuetlstakeholderprocess to incorporate jiiipuffrom 21 diverse grouo of municipalities, State 

and regional "plamlers, _ho11.s.i41g‘ advocates, economic development interests, ¢0n$¢Weti9n’g _r0HpS, 
and othefaffeeted patties; We.jjoin others}, iooluding the Maine Associa’Li.Qn 0.f1?lan_nere, 

recoifrimending thai:'the stakeholder group» be led by Staff atihe Bureau .ofiResou4r'ce Information and 
l_.and‘USe Ylanniing

l 

T9 Suppgrtg impygvijgg’ _p_];Qc_6S _S__ 31 S4| ‘.8.'[<-3» l6V6l.. aP_p1f€Clflli6 the 

‘work that has gone into the proposed revisions to the Growph Management Legwi This effort Should 
‘be viewed as afrst. sfep in the process to review the law and determine Whioh provisionfi Sh01l1d. Ibe 

updated, whetliertlirough the rulemaking. process or by oha;nges.to sfa’t11fies' .. . 

At.thi' g time, we cannot support the .wh_o1ese;1e changes introduced in LD 1976. and urge the 
legislatiire to take‘ a~difiereri’tpa’ch_‘fliat‘incorpo:rafes.robust stakeholder i11put_before making any 
“cha1‘1ges‘ ,.We-are open to changes to the. Growth. Management Law and will do -our part to offer 
.input~to/mat process; 

_

’ 

T_ha'i1lc_'you for your fijme and consideration of our input, 

ere y, /am 
T_hor_na_S'M._PoiIier

_ 

Director of Community Development 
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