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Senator Hickman, Representative Lupica, and Members of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Veterans and Legal Affairs, my name is Matt Gallagher, and I am General Manager of Oxford 
Casino Hotel in Oxford, Maine. I testify today in opposition to each of these bills today that will 

historically expand gaming in the State of Maine, but this testimony will focus on LD 1944, An 
Act Regarding Tribal Gaming. 

Oxford Casino & Hotel opened for business June 6, 2012 on a 100-acre property along Route 26 
in Oxford. Over the past 12 years, the Casino has expanded three times, including a $25 million 
investment in a 107-room hotel, a new restaurant, and an expanded gaming floor. Currently, 980 
slot machines and 23 table games are housed at the Casino, and two restaurants and two full bars 
operate on the property. Importantly, Oxford Casino employs over 400 Mainers — the vast 

majority with full benefits — bringing economic vitality to a region that sorely needs it. Attached 
to my testimony is a detailed description of the beneficiaries of the Oxford Casino, which extend 
both locally, regionally, and statewide. 

LD 1944 attempts to create a structure to allow the Tribes to operate casinos on each of their four 
reservations, as well as to operate a casino off the reservations, through negotiation with the 

State, thereby allowing for at least 5 more casinos in Maine. This would be the most 
comprehensive expansion of gaming in Maine history, especially when combined with the other 
bills offered today. 

1. Oxford Casino is a successful economic engine that will be hurt by these bills. 

Since Oxford Casino opened its doors in 2012, we have clearly seen the incredible economic 
benefits brought to the Town of Oxford, the region, and the State. A few facts worth noting for 
2023: 

' Employees: 400 (but, 500+ pre-pandemic) 
~ Gaming taxes paid (state and local): Over $40.0M 
~ Estimated sales, hotel, beverage, and meal taxes paid: $709,000. 

The success of Oxford Casino created an economic foundation, has lifted a poor region of 
Maine, and spurred additional business growth in Oxford, Western Maine, and beyond. 
Unemployment was nearly 1 1 percent in Oxford County back in 2012 but has dropped to 3.1 
percent. Specifically, the Casino employs well over 200 Oxford County residents and over 100 
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Androscoggin County residents, as well as residents of Cumberland, Franklin, Penobscot, York, 
and Kennebec Counties. Employees have earned millions of dollars in wages and benefits, and 

well over $50 million in taxes have been generated — boosting funding for essential services in 

the region. A new hotel opened across Route 26, dining establishments continue to develop in 
the surrounding area, and needed business and public health infrastructure projects have come to 
fruition. Oxford Casino helped saved this part of Maine and gave these folks hope for financial 
stability. 

A bill allowing the expansion of at least 5 new casinos in the State will ultimately cost the State 
jobs in areas that need thesejobs and this economic activity the most. Oxford County has come 
a long way since the Casino opened. 

2. 'Current laws are working. 

In order for Maine to best compete with the Massachusetts gaming facilities and the New 
Hampshire charitable casinos, the Oxford Casino needs stability in the Maine gaming market and 
predictability in the regulatory environment. Maine will receive no further benefit from an 
expansion of gaming facilities, which will saturate the market for our small population. 
Enforcement of the existing laws will bring such stability, i.e. 100 mile market areas and the 

requirement of a statewide vote for casino/racino facilities. 

a. The existing market areas are good for Maine. 

Maine’s existing market areas are working. After a long period of study, Massachusetts 

determined that three casino zones were sufficient for its nearly 7 million people. In comparison, 

Maine has developed two regions separated by l00 mile market areas, which are sufficient for 
our rural nature and only 1.3 million people. It is important that Maine continues to enforce 
these current 100 mile market areas, which have been supported three times in statewide ‘ 

referenda. Oxford Casino already serves the southern Maine market area and is the “Southern 
Maine Casino,”' and Hollywood Casino already serves the Northern and Central Maine market 
area. 

b. Mainers want the ability to approve of gaming expansion by a statewide vote. 

Importantly, Mainers have demonstrated time and time again that they do not want an expansion 
of gaming, but do want the ability to decide whether gaming is expanded in the State. This 
massive effort this session to expand gaming in Maine is coming after solid defeats of efforts to 
expand casinos in Maine both at the Legislature and on statewide ballots. Additionally, polling 
has determined that 87% of the State supports a statewide vote for approval of casino facilities, 
rather than approval by the Legislature. 

1 84% of Oxford Casino’s revenue comes from within a 120 minute drive, with 65% of the revenue coming from 
within 31-120 minutes. 
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3. Oxford Casino created jobs in a region that needs them. 

As previously noted, Oxford Casino employs about 400 Mainers in an area that desperately 
needs economic development and jobs. Development of more casinos in Maine, including a 

southern Maine casino, will simply cannibalize much of Oxford’s revenue and take jobs from a 

rural, poor county. Thus, more casinos in Maine, including a southern Maine casino would 
produce almost no net new revenue or employment for the state. 

4. Maintain stability and predictability to allow Oxford Casino to best compete. 

The Northeast is saturated with casinos. In this environment, Oxford Casino wants to be a great 
success for its host community and region and its partner, the State of Maine. In order to 

continue to be the successful economic driver for its host region and to best compete with the 
large resort casinos of our neighbors to the South, Oxford needs stability at least. in Maine’s 
gaming market and predictability in the regulatory and tax environment. 
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Revenue Distribution - Oxford Casino 
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OXFORD CASINO 
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