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Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and honorable members of the J o1nt Stand1ng 
Committee on Juchclary My name 1s Morgan Pottle Urquhart, I l1ve 1n Bangor, and I am the 
Pollcy and Commun1cat1ons Director of the Permanent Commission on the Status of Rac1al, 
Indigenous, and Trlbal Populations I am honored to offer testlmony 1n support of LD 1970, “An 
Act to Enact the Ma1ne Indian Ch1ld Welfare Act ” We extend deep gratltude to Senator Donna 
Bailey for her work on this b1ll and other tnbal 1SS11€S And to the Wabanakl Confederacy Tr1bal 
cltlzens and Indlgenous people across thls land, who have l1V6d on and cared for th1s land slnce 
tlme lmmemorlal we thank you and stand with you, today and onward 

The Permanent Comm1ss1on was establ1shed in 2019 as an mdependent entlty wlth a m1ss1on to 
examine rac1al d1spar1t1es across all systems and to spemfically work at improvmg the status and 
outcomes for hlstoncally dlsadvantaged rac1al, Indlgenous, and tnbal populations 1n the state 
The Permanent Comm1ss1on 1s empowered by statute to advlse and consult w1th all three 
branches of state government, as well as Sl1l)I'l'l1t leg1slat1on Occupylng a umque positlon 1n state 
government, the Permanent Comm1ss1on represents a broad cross section of people most 
lmpacted by racial harm and colomzatlon who have been excluded from pohcy makmg 
throughout Ma1ne’s history 

Llke all Mame people, Wabanakl fam1l1es look after each other and care for thelr chlldren And 
llke all Mame people, 1f a ch1ld’s home 1sn’t safe, they want that Clllld to be w1th people who can 
meet thelr physlcal and emotlonal needs But for much of the 19th and 20th centuries, federal 
and state governments targeted Wabanakl and other Indlgenous ch1ldren to be removed from 
'l'_l16lI' fam1l1es and then‘ cultures, lmplementmg a form of cultural genoclde 1 

We know that many of the chlldren taken away suffered horr1f1c abuse 1n foster homes and 
resldentral schools that led to llfelong trauma, and so many traglc deaths The numbers are 

1 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Article ll (b) (e) 
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staggerlng and hornfymg 2* 3 Blas agamst Wabanakl famllles has dnven d1spar1t1es 1n the rate of 
chtldren taken from Indlgenous homes 4 In the short t1me the Permanent Comm1ss1on has 
exlsted, we have heard first-hand accounts of th1s raclal target1ng of Ind1genous fam1l1es 
In the years _]11S’£ after the Indlan Chlld Welfare Act was passed at the federal level, Mame was 
among the 10 states who placed Natlve chlldren 1n foster care at the htghest rates 4 The lesson 
we should take from thls hlstory 1s that ICWA 1s the bare mmlmum of what 1s needed to start to 
heal th1s generatlonal trauma If ICWA 1s overturned at the federal level, Indlgenous ch1ldren 
deserve to be protected and further efforts should be made to reckon w1th the horrors of our past 
and move toward heal1ng and change 

Thank you for your ttme and conslderatton of thls testlmony and b1ll We respectfully urge you 
to support LD 1970 I am happy to answer any questlons or provlde add1t1onal1nformat10n 1f 
d8SlI'8d 
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