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Good afternoon, Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Judiciary My name i1s James Myall I'm an Economic Policy Analyst at the Maine
Center for Economic Policy I'm here before you to testify in support of LD 1735, “An Act to
Safeguard Gender-affirming Health Care ” MECEP supports LD 1735 because it would protect
Maine doctors and provide a lifeline to people living under the threat of political persecution in
states attempting to criminalize gender affirming care for youth and adults Protecting these
Americans I1s not only the right thing to do morally, but will promote the economic security and

wellbeing of all of us

)
Transgender Americans across the country have been the targets of pervasive and systemic
harassment, creating an atmosphere of terror and uncertainty According to the Human Rights
Campaign, 18 states have passed gender affirming care bans for youth, and 12 additional
states have considered gender affirming care bans this legislative session' These bans imperil
the access to evidence-based, medically necessary health care for more than 58,000
transgender youth nationally "

These laws and other administrative actions do not just target youth Three states (Florida,
Oklahoma, and Virginia) have considered extending these medical care bans to young adults "
In April, the Missouri Attorney General issued an order that would effectively deny this care for
many transgender adults by placing a senes of onerous conditions before care can be
prescribed, ignonng the best practices laid out by major medical organizations V¥ In Texas, the
governor instructed state employees to investigate the parents of transgender children for child
abuse,” and In Florida, one bill considered this year would allow parents to obtain “emergency
custody” over children If the child’s custodial parent has allowed the child to receive gender
affirming care, separating transgender youth from loving homes "' Despite much of the rhetoric
surrounding these 1ssues being based in a misguided attempt to “protect” transgender children
from the health care they need to survive, it is clear that these bills pose a threat to the lives and

livelihoods of parents, doctors, and even transgender adults

Even if these bills are not allowed to go into enforcement, these political campaigns severely
impact the mental and financial health of transgender people and their families Research has
shown that these laws are severely harming the mental health of transgender youth," and poor
mental health in adolescence can have ramifications for health and financial wellbeing for the
rest of therr lives Having a serious mental iliness can reduce annual earnings by up to $27,000
annually,"™ and experiencing depression In adolescence can reduce annual earnings In

adulthood by 24% ™

If these bills are allowed to go into effect, then the consequences will be even more dire for
those who face potential cnminalization Being charged with a felony disrupts people’s lives,
leaving them vulnerable to poor health outcomes* and significant labor market discnmination,
making it difficult for these families to provide for themselves Previously incarcerated people
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are unemployeid at a rate five times higher than the general population, receive 50% fewer
callbacks from employers, and have therr lifetme earnings cut in half ' on average

Providing a Iifeline to transgender people and therr families who are fleeing persecution in other
states would oply stand to benefit the state economy Maine’s population Is the oldest in the
nation,*" and attracting working-age families would help to bolster the state’s declining labor
force,* which has still not recovered to pre-pandemic levels Younger people in particular are
more likely to identify as transgender, indicating that the people likely to be attracted to Maine
if this bill were ito pass would be either young adults or working-age families with children
Realistically, though, providing a shield for people fleeing states criminalizing gender affirming
care would likely have a negligible impact on Maine Transgender people make up less than
one percent of1 the population,x and the states attempting to cnminalize gender affirming care
are overwhelmlingly concentrated in the Midwest, South, and Southwest The most important
benefit would be to protect Maine medical care providers from extradition as a result of treating
patients from dut of state This bill would also provide the families of transgender people another
state to con&dér when facing the difficult choice of where to relocate when home has become
hostile For instance, some people under threat in the states criminalizng care may have
friends, family,|or job prospects In Maine, making Maine an attractive choice Passing LD 1735
would also send a signal to other states and to transgender people across the country that this
sort of blatant persecution Is not acceptable and the state of Maine will not be complicit While
these laws arechurrentIy only targeted to transgender people and the people who care for us,
the seeds of authoritarianism that lead to this kind of government overreach are antithetical to

democracy and present a threat to everyone should they be allowed to take root and flounish

Protecting human nights 1s obviously a moral imperative But it's also something that provides
real benefits to|all of us as a society When Mainers’ rights are protected and their dignity
preserved, they are more secure economically, and that ultimately benefits all of us in the long
run When the '1most vulnerable among us are able to thrive, we all thrive
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