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Senator Lawrence, Representatlve Zelgler, and Members of the Jomt Standmg Commlttee on Energy, 
Ut|l|t|es and Technology (EUT) My name IS Carollne Colan, and I am the Leglslatlve L|a|son for the 
Governor's Energy Office (GEO) 

The GEO testlfies |n support of L D 1850 

In 2021, the Mame Leglslature passed L D 528, blpartnsan Ieg|sIat|on that d|rected the assessment of 
Ma|ne's energy storage market and establlshed energy storage goals of 300 megawatts of mstalled 
capaclty w|th|n the state by the end of 2025 and 400 megawatts by the close of 2030 The results of the 
assessmentl completed by the GEO underlme energy storage as a v|tal complement to the state's 
broader cllmate and clean energy targets, partlcularly as Mame |ncreases |ts use of renewable energy 
generatnon and electrlfies transportatlon and bu|ld|ngs to support |ts decarbomzatnon goals 

Cost-benef|t analysls conducted as part of the assessment shows that gnd-connected storage has the 
potentnal to provlde many benefits to Ma|ne's electrlc grld and customers, partlcularly through the 
ablllty to sh|ft electr|c|ty from when It IS generated to when customers need It most Storage can help 
lower wholesale electrlclty costs, lower ut|l|ty |nfrastructure costs, and lower electr|c|ty blIIS wh|le 
mcreaslng res|l|ency and help|ng mtegrate more renewable energy As the assessment demonstrates, 
energy storage IS benef|c|al for Malne customers 

However, the market assessment also recogn|zes that several barrlers exlst to storage deployment today 
|nclud|ng supply cha|n constramts and maternal pr|ce mcreases, uncertamty over mterconnectnon 
t|mel|nes and costs, challenges m ldentlfymg the best s|tes for locatmg storage to maxlmlze system 
benefits, and s|gn|ficant market pressures as well as general uncertalnty regardmg access to revenue 
streams as markets for energy storage evolve rap|d|y 

Th|s Ieg|sIat|on would address many of these barrlers by dlrectmg the GEO to evaluate program deslgns 
for the procurement of commerclally avallable ut|l|ty-scale energy storage systems connected to the 
transmusslon and dlstrlbutlon systems to fac|l|tate achlevement of Ma|ne's energy storage pollcy goals 
wh|le prov|d|ng long-term market certalnty and max|m|z|ng value to ratepayers and the gr|d Enablmg 
compet|t|ve deployment of energy storage wh|le max|m|z|ng benefits w|ll requlre mnovatlve polncy 

1 Mame Energy Storage Market Assessment March 2022 
https [/www mame gov/energy/s|tes/mame gov energflf|les/|nl|ne- 
files/GEO State%20of%20Ma|ne%2OEnergy%2OStorage%2OMarket%20Assessment March%202022 pdf
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approaches and robust stakeholder engagement, functlons the GEO |s well-pos|t|oned to fulfill 
Add|t|onal|y, the b|lI seeks to further explore the opportumtues for long-durat|on energy storage 
technologles to support Ma|ne's need for clean, firm power generatlon to meet the state's 
decarbonlzatlon goals through the completlon of a long-durat|on energy storage report And fmally, |t 
directs the Commlssnon to conduct a proceedmg to determme the condltnons under WhlCh a ut|||ty may 
own or operate energy storage, provldmg nmporta nt clar|ty for stakeholders 

Energy storage resources, partlcularly battery energy storage, w|ll play an Important role |n Mame and 
New England's trans|t|on Already, there are more than 63 megawatts of gnd-connected energy storage 
projects operatmg |n the state helpmg to balance |nterm|ttent renewables And In 2022, about 20 
percent of proposed generators |n the ISO-NE lnterconnectlon Queue were battery storage pf'OjECtS 2 

These projects demonstrate that storage |s vlable, but we st|l| have s|gn|f|cant progress to make |n order 
to meet our 2025 and 2030 goals As we draw closer to our em|ss|ons reductlon and renewable energy 
requlrements, long-durat|on storage w||l become |ncreas|ngly Important as well Several New England 
states are takmg steps to support the development of battery technolognes Thls |eg|slat|on w|ll prov|de 
the state w|th addltlonal resources to support a robust storage market |n Mame 

Thank you for your conslderatnon 

CIM-Jaw-Cue:-v\ 
Carollne Colan, Leg|slat|ve Llalson 

Governor's Energy Office 
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https //www 1s0-ne com/about/what-we-do/m-depth/battenes-as-energy-st0rage-m-new-england 

Page 2 of2


