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Senator Mark Lawrence, Senate Chair 
Representative Paige Zeigler, House Chair 
Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Technology 
100 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

RE: MSCC testimony in opposition to L.D. 1895, An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from 
Offshore Wind Resources 

Senator Lawrence, Representative Zeigler, and members of the Energy, Utilities, and Technology Committee 

My name 1S Ben Lucas, I live in Portland, and I represent the Maine State Chamber of Commerce The 
Chamber 1S the voice of Maine business, speaking for approximately 5,000 Maine businesses of all sizes 
throughout the State The Maine State Chamber of Commerce is testifying in opposition to L D 1895 

First, over the last two years, the Chamber has been very active in policy conversations as it pertains to offshore 
wind development in Maine We have been pleased to serve on Governor Mills’ Offshore Wind Advisory 
Cormriittee and appreciate the Governor for convening a group of diverse stakeholders The Chamber supports 
responsible and cost-effective offshore wind development in the Gulf of Maine for the economic, 
environmental, and energy benefits it will provide to our state This is why we were disappointed to not be 
involved in the drafting of the legislation before you today The Chamber’s membership can provide a valuable 
set of perspectives to help shape the creation of a brand-new industry that will ideally allow us to build more 
clean energy and help reduce ratepayers’ exposure to price swings 

As it pertains to L D 1895 — I want to be clear, the Chamber does support a procurement for offshore wind, and 
we believe this legislation offers a critical first step to develop a strong procurement process that sends a strong 
signal to investors that Maine is committed to developing offshore wind off our coasts We are very fortunate 
to have a world class wind resource and through this natural resource advantage we can turn it into an economic 
engine by generating Maine-made clean energy Our biggest areas of concern and opposition can be found in 
other aspects of the legislation and most notably the effective mandate of pI‘0]6Ct labor agreements 

L D 1895 requires any offshore wind procurement to have a pI'O_]6Ct labor agreement to construct the turbines 
and for continued operation a peace agreement must be in place This would have an extremely negative impact 
on our economy and will not help us cost effectively achieve our offshore wind goals If this legislation were to 

pass, it would intentionally exclude many Maine-based contractors Right now, we have Maine-based open 
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shop contractors who are engaged 1n offshore wrnd Work across the entrre country If Mame 1s sh1ft1ng to 
develop offshore wmd, We beheve 1t Would be 1n the best rnterest of the state to make sure that work 1s avallable 
to be b1d upon by all compan1es — un1on and non-unron — and that ult1mately the work 1s go1ng to Marne-based 
compames and Marne based jobs We have seen the tremendous mvestment and employment potentral of 
onshore Wrnd realrzed 1n Mame, and 1t 1s 1mportant to remember that 100% of onshore Wrnd Work has been 
done by Marne-based compan1es, and that un1on and non-unron Workers have played cr1t1cal roles 1n bu11d1ng 
these projects To maxrmrze compet1t1ve b1ds to keep costs low and to help tap 1nto the global expenence of our 
constmct1on Workforce, we bel1eve those same compan1es who have proven they can do th1s work should have 
the ab1l1ty to b1d to contmue to do so 

One of the rssues now facmg us as a state, and one that 1s common across the country, 1s the need to develop the 
workforce to meet these workforce demands of offshore w1nd Instead of lookrng at pol1c1es that W111 l1m1t Who 
can pamclpate and g1v1ng preference to out-of-state contractors - we must rmplement pol1c1es that look at 
expandrng and tryrng to attract more people 1nto th1s field The labor requ1rements 1n LD 1895 take us 1n the 
Wrong d1rect1on 1n trymg to meet the Workforce demands and W1ll have the consequence of br1ng1ng 1n out of 
state workers when Ma1ne workers don’t meet the requrrements outlrned 1n th1s legrslatron 

Furthermore, 1n add1t1on to the workforce requrrements - there are add1t1onal requrrements 1n L D 1895 - that 
w1ll dr1ve up the pr1ce of these projects, wh1ch w1ll eventually be borne by our ratepayers As often happens 
w1th nascent technolog1es, 1t 1s reasonable to conclude the f1rst offshore WlI1Cl projects W111 lrkely be above 

market pr1ce Whrle there are long term benefits from offshore Wrnd, the cost 1n the short term for constructron, 
bu1ld1ng, transn11ss1on, grld updates, etc w1ll be lngh We fear that 1f the costs assocrated W1th burldrng these 
projects are too hrgh, we Wlll prrce ourselves out of the marketplace and m1ss out on the potentral job 
opportunltres offshore wmd creates For a regronal perspectrve, Massachusetts 1s look1ng at about 7 cent a 

k1lowatt-hour for the1r offshore w1nd projects, whrch are qu1te d1fferent than what we env1s1on here regardrng 
float1ng turbmes So, 1f we want to be compet1t1ve wrth the regron, we need to be smart about how We are 
enact1ng offshore w1nd pol1cy othervvrse mvestors mrght look elsewhere, and We W111 m1ss out on s1gn1f1cant 
economrc development and job creatron 

In closmg, the Chamber remams comrmtted to supportrng responsrble offshore wrnd 1n Marne I have attached 

to my test1mony a copy of an op-ed from former Marne State Chamber of Commerce Pres1dent and CEO Wh1Ch 
hrghhghts the benefits we beheve come from offshore w1nd 1f 1t 1s done 1n the r1ght way We would ask the 
comnnttee to reject LD 1895 The Chamber rema1ns commrtted to workmg wrth all stakeholders to develop 
leg1s1at1on that works for everyone 

Srncerely, 

Benjamm R Lucas 
Senror Government Relatrons Speclalrst 
Marne State Chamber of Commerce 
Emarl blucas@ma1nechamber org



Commentary: Offshore wind is Maine’s opportunity of a 
century 

I3 pressherald com/2023/()3/O1/commentary-offshore-wincl-is-maines-opportunity-of-a-centuryl 

By Dana Connors March 2, 2023 

For nearly 30 years, I have had the privilege of serving as president of the Maine State 

Chamber of Commerce l’ve worked with thousands of Maine businesses and thousands of 
local industry leaders to improve prosperity for all Maine people Our common goals have 
been to strengthen and grow our economy, to build enthusiasm for Maine entrepreneurship 

and ingenuity, to collaborate and problem-solve in overcoming challenges and to create 
opportunities for our young people, veterans and all Mainers to have good-paying j0bS right 

here in the state they call home 

As l prepare to pass the torch, l want to 

highlight an incredible economic opportunity 

that uniquely combines all the goals we've 

advanced as business advocates Maine-made 

offshore wind 

Offshore wind research and development in 

Maine started more than 15 years ago as a 

response to the critical challenges of climate 

change and overreliance on fossil fuels 

burdening Maine businesses and communities 

Researchers at the University of Maine wanted 

to find a way to locally produce renewable 
energy that would preserve Maine’s 
environment and protect Mainers from the 

volatile price spil i caused by dependence on 
heating oil and natural gas 

The result of UMaine’s foresight and innovation 
is VolturnUS, patented floating offshore wind 

technology designed to be built in Maine by 
Maine workers This Maine-made technology 

presents the opportunity of a century for 

Maine, and it’s been guided by more than a 
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A lift boat, right, that serves as a work platform 
assembles a wind turbine off Block Island, R I

, 

in 2021 The Maine Research Array, an offshore 
wind initiative, will cultivate a manufacturing 

industry that is expected to bring over $375 

million in direct construction spending to Maine 

and create an estimated 3,250 good-paying j0bS 
for Maine people Michael Dwyer/Associated 

Press, File 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Dana Connors is president of the Maine State 
Chamber of Commerce 

decade of collaboration among a diverse group of stakeholders including environmental, 
labor and business groups, scientists, energy and marine experts, and local and state



government officials In my 30 years at the Maine Chamber, l’ve rarely seen as many 
different groups and interests come together in agreement on a policy or issue as much as 
they have united on Maine-made offshore wind 

The common thread in this broad, enthusiastic support for Maine-made offshore wind is a 
commitment to the state of Maine's responsible, science-based approach Maine believes 
that offshore wind must coexist with all traditional ocean users, especially our iconic lobster 
and fishing communities The Maine Research Array advances this purpose and vision It's a 

small-scale, research-focused offshore wind initiative that optimizes economic and 
environmental benefits of offshore wind while protecting the ecosystem and heritage 
industries of the Gulf of Maine 

Using UMaine’s patented V0|turnUS floating offshore wind technology, the Maine Research 
Array will commercialize local innovation and put Maine at the forefront of a $1 trillion global 

industry It will also cultivate a thriving new Maine manufacturing industry comparable to the 
shipbuilding and paper industries that put Maine in a position of prominence in the 19th and 
20th centuries Maine-made offshore wind is our answer for the 21st century 

The Maine Research Array IS expected to bring more than $375 million in direct construction 
spending to Maine and generate more than $1 billion in economic activity for the state It will 

create an estimated 3,250 direct, good-paying j0bS for Maine people, as well as workforce 
training and apprenticeship programs to build our future workforce The project will produce 
clean, renewable energy for nearly 100,000 Maine homes and businesses, and will remove 
more than 985 million pounds of harmful carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 

The large amounts of renewable power generated by the Maine Research Array Wl|| allow 

Maine to achieve its climate goals at the lowest cost — working with solar and onshore wind — 

and protect Maine people and businesses from the volatile price spikes of fossil fuels These 
economic, energy and environmental benefits are monumental, and because of the state of 
Maine's prudent, science-based approach to offshore wind development, we can achieve all 
these benefits while minimizing potential impacts to the ecosystem and wildlife and 

maximizing coexistence with our vital fishing industry 

Three principles have guided my three decades of work as Maine’s business advocate 
Listening, common sense and consensus building Throughout Maine’s 15-year history of 
offshore wind research and development, all three of these values have been front and 

center Our approach is an innovative, inspired example of Mainers coming together and 

solving problems thoughtfully and constructively Maine-made offshore wind, built by Maine 

workers, for the benefit of all Maine people, IS something we can be tremendously proud of 
It's a win-win-win for Maine 
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