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Tesumony Neither for nor Against
LD 1895, “An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wind
Resources”
Mayv 18, 2023
Senator Lawrence, Representatn e Zegler and distinguished members of the Jomnt Standing

Committee on | nergy, Utthties, and Technology,

My name 1s Willlam Harswood, here today as Public Advocate, to testifs neither for nor

against 1.1 1895, “An \ct Regarding the Procurement of Fnergy from € Mfshore Wind Resources ”

The OPA has significant resers attons about the proposed weighting of bids submitted by
compcting offshore wind (OSW) projects Lhe ratepaycr impact 1s only entitled to 60°0 weighting,
with cconomic and eny ronmental benefits rccerving the other 40% Ths suggests that ratcpayers
may be supporting projects which go well beyond the minumum requirements to build and opetate
OSW

Lhe OPA 1s prepared to support a ratepayer subsids for development of OSW Howevet,
the subsidy should be the minimum amount needed by the developer to build and operate the OSW
project and no higher Presumablv, substanual economic and cnvironmental benefits will flow from
any OSW project without mcreasing the subsidy Accordingly, the State should select the projects

that requure the smallest ratepayer subsidy

Lhank you for your time, attention, and considetation of this tesumony The Office of the
Public Advocate looks torward to working with the Committce on LD 1895 and w dl be avatlable for

the work session to assist the Committee 1n 1ts consideration of this bill

Respectfully submutted,
Sl S Hawed

Willtam S Harw ood
Public Advocatc



