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Senator Lawrence, Representatrve Zergler, and members of the J o1nt Standmg Commrttee on 

Energy, Ut1l1t1es, and Technology 

I am Representatrve B1lly Bob Faulkmgham and I a1n here today to speak on the off-shore wmd 
power b1lls before the cormmttee 

In 2017 offshore wmd generatron appeared to be a dead Issue m Mame The PUC had 
completed a years-long study that deemed It too expensrve for ratepayers But now It 1S movmg 
agam, and at the speed of lrght 

In 2019 80% of Mame’s electr1c1ty generatlon came from renewable energy sources Mame 
' 

leads New England m wmd power generatlon We rank srxth 1n the natlon and wmd provrdes 
' 
24% of our net generatron I pomt th1s out to'say that Mame 1s a leader I see many people 
advocatmg offshore wmd development portraymg Mame as bemg m the back of the pack on 
renewables Wh1Cl’1 1s far fiom the truth 

What I’d hke to know 1s why haven’t we started an mdependent study on the envrronmental 
impacts of offshore wmd development‘? We have been told that we need to move qurckly grven 
the Govemor’s ambrtrous goals I’ve heard tlns over and over and over agam from many people 
m the legrslature, 1n the bureaucracy, m the specral mterest groups, and the hrgh pard lobbyrsts 
workmg for forergn corporatrons Where d1d these goals come from and why are we usmg these 
goals as a target‘? 

We are bemg told that we need to hurry so we may be a leader, but what does that really mean‘? I 

Does that really mean that M1tsub1sh1 and other forelgn corporatlons could be a leader‘? How does 
thts really benefit the Mame taxpayers and ratepayers‘? 

We’ve been told there 1S no contract pnce on the 11m1t the power dellvery Wlll cost We need to 
make sure that whatever happens that the PUC has the final say on the cost of electncrty pnces 

The fishmg Industry has been gettmg thrown under the bus on th1s 1ssue We contmue to hear 
that the Gulf of Mame has 36,000 m1 2 of water and the fishmg mdustry needs to share Well m 
that regard state waters are only 3,000 square mrles So why 1sn’t 1t easy to take that 3,000 mlles 

nnmedtately off the table’? Federal Area 1 of wh1ch 1s the nearest federal area where all 100% of



Ma1ne’s lobster mdustry fishes 1n federal waters 1s only 11,098 m1 2 1n 1ts enttrety from the New 
H8.II1pSl1lI6 border to Canada That leaves 2/3 of the Gulf of Marne that 1s un-fished by Mame‘s 
fish1ng fleet So why 1s the fishmg mdustry branded as selfish, when we’re only talkmg about 
1/3 of the water m the GOM‘? We can’t even get that 1/3 excluded from th1s conversat1on'? It 
seems to be a contradlctory statement to call the fish1ng mdustry the selfish one, when more than 
2/3 of the GOM 1s not fished by the mdustry and we can’t even move the conversatron mto that 
2/3 of water 

We have posed many and by we, I mean the fishmg mdustry, many questrons on the 
envtronmental repercussrons that have not been answered Everytlung fiom ocean currents and 
surface temperature wanmng (cold-poolmg) to whales, sea mammals, sea btrds, and sea l1fe too 
numerous to l1st 1t all could be negatrvely nnpacted w1th devastatmg consequences It’s not good 

enough to srmply state that we need to address global clnnate change and rgnore all the posslble 
negatrve envlromnental nnpacts We need an mdependent study and then a roadmap that focuses 
on the 2/3 of the GOM that doesn’t lmpact the ma] onty of Mame’s fishenes It 1s 1rrespons1ble 

and dangerous to conslder s1tt1ng wmdmrlls before studles and a roadmap are 
done Th1s 1s the current course we are on If there 1s to be a research array 1t needs to be done 
beyond 40 m1les and Mame should be guaranteed substantral retums from the corporatrons who 
stand profit 

I encotuage you to support LD 1884 An Act to Proh1b1t Offshore Wmd Energy 
Development, w1th an OTP report 

I would urge you to vote ONTP on 1895 An Act Regard1ng the Procurement of Energy from 
Offshore Wmd Resources If you pass LD 1895, please make sure that 1t proh1b1ts 
development ms1de of federal area 1, as 1t would devastate Ma1ne’s fishmg mdustry and would 
fill the mght honzon wrth blmkmg red hghts 

Thank you for your cons1derat1on I’ll answer any questlons you may have 

Respectfully, 

B1lly Bob Faulkmgham 
State Representatrve


