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Testimony of Rep. Aaron Dana opposing 
LD 1895, An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wind Resources 

Before the Joint Standing Committee Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee 

Senator Lawrence, Representatlve Zelgler and dlstmgulshed members of the Energy, Ut1l1t1es 
and Technology Commlttee, my name 1s Aaron Dana, Tnbal Representatlve for the 
Passamaquoddy Natron, and I stand here today to vo1ce the Passamaquoddy Tr1be’s slgmficant 
concerns w1th the development of off shore w1nd energy and the leg1slat1on LD 1895, An Act 
Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wlnd Resources Our commumty at 
Indlan Townshlp formally opposes these developments wh1le Pleasant Po1nt plans to meet very 
soon to take a pubhc pos1t1on Regardless, the entlre Tnbe has grave concems, partlcularly 1f 
Eastport 1s used as a place to launch w1nd turbmes from 

Whlle I understand the need for renewable energy sources, I bel1eve that th1s partlcular type of 
energy development would have a profound and negat1ve 1mpact on our cultural hentage and 
way of l1fe I also want emphaslze that our tr1bal commun1t1es were never consulted w1th by the 
state untll the past few days We were never lncluded 1n the Govemor’s offshore wmd group 
even though they were plottmg to use our lands and resources as a potent1al launchlng ground for 
the state clean energy goals 

There should have been consultatlon under LD 5 85 but there was not Th1s plays a huge 1mpact 
on tnbal and state relat1ons Our tr1bal commun1t1es have long-standmg relatlonshlps w1th the 
ocean, whlch 1s an essentlal part of our cultural and sp1r1tual 1dent1ty We are Peskotomuhkatl 
wh1ch means people who spear Pollock, a fish that only 11ves 1n the saltwater 

As th1s lllustrates, our ancestors have fished, hunted, and gathered along the coast for thousands 
of years, and these act1v1t1es contmue to be an essentlal part of our l1vel1hoods and cultural 
pract1ces These plans w1ll 1mpact our trad1t1onal fish1ng grounds and access to our sources of 
sustenance and w1ll 1mpose on our unceded tnbal salt water nghts 

It 1s undemable that the development of off shore w1nd energy would threaten these trad1t1ons 
and our way of l1fe 

Tnbal Representatlve (Passamaquoddy Tnbe)

��



If Eastport 1s used, then a 35 MPH hrghway rurm1ng through S1pay1k Wlll be used for traffic to 
the hub Our famrhes walk that road to v1s1t famlly, on the1r way to work, and on the1r way to 
fish and collect 1n the salt water all around our commun1ty The rrsk of vehrcular coll1s1ons, a1r 
pollutron and nolse pollutron on th1s densely populated commmnty are srgnrficant from a health 
perspectlve 

The constmctlon of turbrnes and transmlsslon llnes 1n the ocean would dlsrupt cntlcal habrtats 
and mrgratron patterns of manne specres, on Whrch our communltres rely for subsrstence and 
cultural practlces The norse and v1brat1on from these turblnes would also have a negatlve 1mpact 
on manne hfe, whrch 1s an essentral part of our cultural and sprntual 1dent1ty 

Moreover, the placement of these turbmes on the ocean floor would also potentlally drsturb 
ancestral burral sltes and other culturally srgnrficant areas, Whlch would be a severe v1olat10n of 
our soverergnty and cultural rrghts 

F1nally, I am concerned about the potentlal for negatlve rmpacts on our sacred srtes and cultural 
resources on land Many of our sacred srtes are located near the coast, and the constmctron of 
transmrssron hnes and other rnfrastructure assocrated wrth off shore wmd energy would llkely 
drsturb these srtes and negat1vely 1mpact our ab1l1ty to practrce our cultural and sp1r1tual 
tradrtlons 

In conclusron, I urge you to consrder the lmpacts of off shore Wlnd energy development on our 
tnbal cornrnunrtres and to demand a more equ1table process We must balance the need for 
renewable energy wrth the protectlon of our cultural herrtage and way of l1fe I ask that you work 
wlth our tnbal cormnunrtres to 1dent1fy alternatrve locatrons and techno1og1es that do not threaten 
our cultural practrces and rlghts 

Thank you for your tlme and consrderatron 
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