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Test1m0ny of Representatrve Tracl Gere Introducmg LD 1895, 
An Act Regardmg the Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wlnd Resources 

May 18, 2023 

Good afternoon Senator Lawrence and members of the J o1nt Stand1ng Com1n1ttee on Energy, 
Ut111t1es, and Technology I am Representatlve Trac1 Gere, and I represent House Dlstnct 134, 
whlch encompasses Kennebunkport and coastal Blddeford and Kennebunk I am before you 
today as a cosponsor to test1fy m support of LD 1895, wlnch proposes law a11d process to govern 
Ma1ne’s purchase of energy fiom offshore w1nd fac1l1t1es and our part1c1pat1on 1n then 
development 

It 1s rare to have the chance to pass laws that create long-term opportumty for Mame people and 
economlc benefit for Ma1ne commun1t1es, whlle at the same t1me m0v1ng us to renewable energy 
sources and help1ng the cl1mate Th1s b1ll 1s one of those chances As the federal Bureau of 
Energy Management moves forward wlth awardlng leases to offshore developers, we have a — 

moment 1n t1me when we can 1nfluence the outcomes of that process by requ1r1ng an agreement 
that W111 govern how Ma1ne W111 purchase the electr1c1ty generated by the result1ng offshore wmd 
fac1l1t1es 

The development of offshore w1nd generat1on through BOEM’s process 1s mov1ng forward, and 
passmg LD 1895 W111 help to assure that we max1m1ze 1ts benefits to Ma1ne by requmng the 
respons1ble ent1ty to 1nvest 1n our coastal fish1ng commumtles wlth a stated annual target rate of 
1nvestment Th1s mvestment 1s essentral to help coastal comm1.u'nt1es adapt to env11 omnental 

change, help our fisherles and work1ng waterfronts adopt new practlces and technologles, and 
enable local bus1nesses to have pnonty 1n prov1d1ng serv1ces to the selected offshore wmd 
prov1der 

Our fish1ng com1nun1t1es need th1s asslstance to finance the solutlons to the challenges that they 
face, and they deserve the r1 g11t to have a clear and powerful role 1n declslons that affect them 
and an on-go1ng ab1l1ty to make sure that ag1ee1nents are be1ng 1mplemented and followed as 
contracted 

These k1nds of agreements have been and are be1ng used 1n other parts of the U S and 1n other 
countr1es to assure that fishmg commun1t1es benefit from the sh1ft to renewable energy sources 
Technolog1es that enable safe fishmg around offshore wmd platforms are w0rk1ng 111 other 
places They can work here W0rk1ng waterfronts w1th sen/1ces and busmesses that support 
offshore w1nd operat1ons are emergmg to take advantage of the econo1n1c opportumtles 
p1 esented by offshore wlnd They can be bu1lt here And people 1n coastal commun1t1es all over 
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the world are access1ng new careers, growlng thelr economles, and taklng ownershlp of the1r 

futures Mame people must have th1s chance to do the same 

We have a once-1n-a-l1fet1me opportumty to brlng the economlc benefits of offshore w1nd 

development to Mame people 1n an enforceable and sustamable way The opportumty to 
mfluence the tenhs of offshore wmd development and access the &SSOCl8.t€Cl financral resources 1s 

now, and w1l1 not come agam soon I urge the comnnttee to support the passage ofLD 1895
/ 

I am avadable to answer any questlons I thank the Commlttee for y0u1 t1n1e and conslderatlon 

Respectfully, 

$0 G!/|,<___ 
Tracl Gere 
State Representatwe 
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