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Senator Lawrence, Representatuve Zeugler, and Members of the Jount Standung Comm|ttee on Energy, 
Utulutues and Technology (EUT) My name us Carolune Colan, and I am the Leguslatuve Luauson for the 
Governor's Energy Offuce (GEO) 

The GEO testufues un opposutuon to L D 1778 

Thus leguslatuon would do three major thungs elumunate the state's net energy bullung polucy, remove the 
100-megawatt (MW) maxumum capacuty Iumut for a source of electruc generatuon to qualufy as a 

renewable resource for purposes of meetung the State's renewable resource portfoluo requurement, and 
set a ceulung on energy effucuency spendung from the Reguonal Greenhouse Gas lnutuatuve Trust Fund 

(RGGI) by the Effucuency Maune Trust Thus Comm|ttee has already duscussed proposals thus sessuon that 
would end net energy bullung and elumunate the 100 MW cap, whuch the GEO has opposed The GEO also 
strongly opposes thus leg|slatuon’s attempt to sugnufucantly lumut the umportant programmung of the Trust 
Whule the tutle of thus bull us "An Act to Ensure a Sustaunable Electruc Grud,” uts actuons would un fact have 
the opposute effect 

Accordung to ISO-NE, the reg|on’s undependent grud operator, dustrubuted solar sugnufucantly reduced the 

demand on New England's bulk electruc system last year They estumate the reduced demand 
represented enough electrucuty to power 430,000 homes for a year 1 Whule the GEO us sensutuve the costs 
of the state's exustung net energy bullung programs, the clear benefuts to the electruc grud cannot be 

overlooked A blanket cancelung of the program as thus bull proposes, would dramatucally alter renewable 
energy polucy un the state, umpactung tens of thousands of exustung partucupatung customers and 

unvestments un Maune 

Regardung the 100 MW cap, ut's understood that the untentuon of thus proposal us to enable the entry of 
exustmg large generators located outsude the state to Ma|ne's RPS, as there are no hydroelectruc faculutues 

greater than 100 MW located In Maune Were large hydroelectruc resources allowed to enter the market 
as qualufyung Class I and Class ll resources, renewable energy certufucate (REC) values would lukely declune 

sugnufucantly and therefore substantually reduce the value that qualufyung Maune-based projects rely on to 
operate An RPS polucy that encourages un-state generatuon of duverse renewable resources offers many 
benefuts to the state, uncludung economuc development opportunutues throughout the assocuated supply 
chauns and the potentual of unnovatuve solutuons to create addutuonal products and servuces for the state, 

1 https //usonewswure com/2023/03/27/solar-power-reduced-new-england-power-grud-demand-by-3-m- 

2022/'7utm_source=1sone&utm_med1umquewsfeed

1



reguonal, and even global markets The development of local clean energy p|'Oj6CtS can also prov|de 
varuous commumty benefits, from f|nanc|al benefits |n the form of property or |ncome taxes, commumty 
benefits agreements, and workforce opportun|t|es |n good paymg jObS across a range of pos|t|ons w|th 
vary|ng educat|on and experlence requrrements 

F|nal|y, Efficlency Mame Trust's use of funds from the Regnonal Greenhouse Gas ln|t|at|ve Trust Fund 
(RGGI) are speclfically desngnated for energy efflclency programs that "reliably reduce electr|c|ty 
consumptlon or GHG em|ss|ons, glvmg pr|or|ty to measures w|th the hlghest benefit-to-cost f8tl0 "2 Thus 
fundmg supports several of the Trust's |n|t|at|ves, mcludmg heat pump and weatherlzatlon programs 
The GEO understands the cap on the Trust's use of RGGI funds proposed by th|s b||| us slgmficantly lower 
than what has been proposed and budgeted to carry out the|r Tr|enn|a| Plan for fiscal years 2023-2025, 
thus would substantlally alter the nmportant programmmg they could offer gomg forward 

The GEO strongly opposes these changes to the state's energy polncy landscape 

Thank you for your conslderatnon 

Cflullm-C04»-n\ 
Carolme Colan, Legnslatlve L|a|son 
Governor’ s Energy Office 

2 https //www efficlencvmalne com/docs/Tr1enn1al-Plan-V_FY2023-2025 pdf 
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