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Senator Grohoskl, RepresentatIve Perry, and members of the Jo1nt Standrng Cormmttee on 
Taxatlon, my name Is Patty CormIer, and I am the DIrector of the Marne Forest Servrce I am 
speakmg on behalf of the MaIne Department of Agr1culture, Conservatlon and Forestry (DACF) 
as nerther for nor agaInst LD 1648, An Act to Make Changes to the Farm and Open Space Tax 
Law 

The Department supports an approach to Incent1v1z1ng land management pract1ces that Increase 
carbon sequestratIon as a means to achreve the state’s amb1tIous cl1mate goals 

Th1s bIll IS an effort to Implement one of several recommendatlons of the Govemor’s Task Force 
on the Creat1on of a Forest Carbon Program Th1s Task Force was establlshed by Executlve 
Order In January 2021 and was charged wIth “develop [mg] Incent1ves to encourage forestland 
management pract1ces that Increase carbon storage specIfically on woodland of 10-10,000 acres 
whrle ma1nta1n1ng harvest levels overall ” The Task Force Issued Its final report In October 2021, 
and among Its recon1mendat1ons was to “recommend updates to the Open Space Current Use 
Taxatron program Includmg In a manner that 1ncentIv1zes clrmate-frIendly land management 
pract1ces

” 

The Farmland and Open Space Tax Law (36 MRSA §1101-1121) establrshes two of Ma1ne’s 
~four “current use” programs that offer property owners a reductron In assessed value (the other 
two programs beIng Tree Growth and Work1ng Waterfront) All four programs establrsh land 
valuatron at Its current use rather than at market value The Farmland, Open Space, and Tree 
Growth programs are property tax programs that are adIn1n1stered by mumcrpal assessors The 
Department provrdes Informatron and educatlon on the Farmland and Tree Growth programs but 
has less drrect Involvement In Open Space 

Th1s legrslatlon addresses only the Open Space portron of the Farmland and Open Space Tax 
Law and Includes several components 
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It would establlsh a new method and new cr1ter1a for the valuat1on of land under the farm and 
Open Space tax law that may be more efficrent for assessors to 1mplement From a property 
assessment perspect1ve, these changes are perhaps beyond the Department’s pl1I'V16W The 
proposed method of calculatmg Open Space valuat1ons 1s based upon county-w1de Tree Growth 
valuat1ons, but add1t1onal clarlficatlon and ratlonale would be needed to evaluate the lmpact of 
th1s change 

Further, the b1ll establ1shes reduct1ons 1n valuatlon for the management of enrolled land for 
carbon conservatron or w1ldl1fe hab1tat management, and broadly outlmes requ1rements for 
management plans address1ng these goals for enrolled lands The b1ll tasks both IFW and DACF 
wlth enterlng 1nto management agreements w1th landowners and approvmg these plans, wh1ch 
could result 1n multlple fiscal notes Whlle the Department apprec1ates the mtent of these 
changes, the Department currently has ne1ther the authorrty, adequate resources, nor establlshed 
cr1ter1a for revlewmg such plans, enterrng 1nto wrltten agreements w1th prlvate landowners, and 
shar1ng such revlews w1th mun1c1pal assessors 

Th1s b1ll also requ1res the State Tax Assessor to relmburse mun1c1pal1t1es for revenue lost as a 
result of lands bemg enrolled under the open space tax law program, 1n a manner s1m1lar to the 
method of relmbursement under the Mame Tree Growth Tax Law The b1ll also removes the 
prov1s1on l1m1t1ng to no more than 15,000 acres the amount of land that may be enrolled by a 

landowner under the farm and open space tax law 

In clos1ng, the Department apprec1ates the mtent of th1s b1ll to 1ncent1v1ze carbon storage and 
sequestratlon, and would welcome an opportunlty to dlscuss th1s leg1slat1on further w1th the b1ll’s 

sponsor, the comm1ttee, and advocates 

Thank you for your t1me I’d be happy to answer any questlons you may have now or at the work 
sesslon 
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