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Judicial Branch testimony neither for nor against LD 1771, An Act Regarding 
Speedy Trials: 

Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, members of the Joint Standmg Committee on 

Judiciary, my name is Julie Finn and I represent the Judicial Branch I would like to provide testnnony 

and comments regarding this bill 

Forty other states and the federal court system have a speedy trial requirement and the Maine 

Judicial Branch does not oppose instituting one here and indeed welcomes it However, we would like 
to point out that the bill would require significant 3.d_]llSTI1’161‘1lZS in process, both formal and informal, for 

the Judicial Branch as well as some of our Justice partners 

I Felony cases often start with an arrest and first appearance upon an information as a 

charging instrument In order to proceed, however, the case must thereafter be 

presented to a grand Jury for indictment In several of Maine’s rural counties, the 
grand Jury only sits once every 90 or 120 days And, once the mdictment is 

returned, the defendant must be arraigned upon it As you can see, a 180-day limit 

can easily be reached without a trial scheduled 

0 Murder cases and other serious felomes are rarely ready for trial within 6 or 9 

months, even without any backlogs Both sides must review discovery, interview 

and retain experts, investigate, and prepare the case 

v Laboratories charged with examining drug or DNA evidence are backlogged and 
currently can take up to 18 months to issue a report Without more resources 

allocated to clear their backlog, those cases may be dismissed for failure to meet the 
deadlmes 

0 In order to comply with set tunelines, additional resources would have to be directed 

toward the crmimal docket, causing greater delays and hardship m other dockets, 
such as family, divorce and child custody matters 
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We would also lrke to pomt out that the 11st of reasons excludable per1ods of delay may be 
permrtted does not 1nclude all delays Wh1Cl1 mrght properly be excluded such as firmg the defendant’s 

attomey, defendant’s fa1l1ng to appear, unava11ab1l1ty of a wrtness, or the l1ke Indeed, any 11st of 

excludable perrods w1ll mev1tably om1t some _]11S't1fi3.blC reasons For that reason, many states allow for 

the exclusron of t1me, or for a contmuance, 1n exceptlonal clrcumstances or 1f good cause or sufficxent 

reason 1s shown The federal Speedy Tr1al Act excludes “[a]ny perrod of delay result1ng from a 

cont1nuance granted by any Judge on lns own mot1on or at the request of [a party] 1f the Judge granted 

such contmuance on the bas1s of hrs find1ngs that the ends of ]ust1ce served by tak1ng such actron 

outwe1gh the best mterest of the pubhc and the defendant 1n a speedy tr1al 
” 

18 U S C § 

316l(h)(7)(A) We would ask you to cons1der some prov1s1on for delays for reasons not expressly 
l1sted 1n the statute 

The b1ll provrdes that a case must be d1sm1ssed w1th p1‘6_]l1Cl1C6 for fa1lure to meet the tunelmes 

Although d1sm1ssal w1th p1‘6 _]lld106 1s requlred for a constrtutronal v1olat1on of the rrght to speedy tr1al 

(see Wznchester v State, 2022 ME 23, 1] 8), some states use other remedres when the v10lat1on 1s 
statutory but not constltutlonal, such as releasmg a defendant from _]3.1l or g1v1ng the Judge d1scret1on to 

cons1der 1nd1v1dual1zed ctrcumstances See also M R Cr1m P 48(b)(l) (d1sm1ssal for undue delay may 
be wrthout pre]ud1ce ) Whlle 1t 1s up to you, we pomt out that d1sm1ssal w1th p1'6_]L1d1CC 1s not mandated 

absent a constltutlonal speedy tr1al v1olat1on 

If th1s b1ll, or an amended vers1on of 1t, passes, we ask that 1t clearly spell out the effectrve date 

and transttronal procedures The Jud1c1al Branch schedules cr1m1nal cases on a “first-1n, frst-out” 

bas1s, meanmg that the oldest cases are generally pr1or1t1zed, w1th the understandmg that defendants 

who are mcarcerated before tr1al rece1ve prlonty We would urge you to account for trans1t1on by 
spec1fy1ng m the b1l1wh1ch cases 1t w1ll apply to We also note that other speedy trral acts have 
spec1fically used trans1t1onal tlme perrods For example, the federal Speedy Tr1al Act p1‘OV1(l6S as 

follows 

(g) Notwrthstandmg the prov1s1ons of subsect1on (c) of thrs sectlon, for the first 
twelve- 

calendar-month per1od followmg the effectrve date of th1s sectlon as set forth 1n sectron 

3 1 63 (b) of tlns chapter the trme l1m1t w1th respect to the p6I‘1OCl between arra1gnrnent 

and tr1al 1mposed by subsect1on (0) of th1s sectlon shall be one hundred and elghty 

days, for the second such twelve-month perrod such tnne 11m1t shall be one hundred 

and twenty days, and for the th1rd such perlod such trme l1m1t w1th respect to the per1od 

between arra1gmnent and tr1al shall be erghty days 

18 U S C §3l61(g) If the stnct tnnelmes proposed were to be 1mposed on all new cases, our courts 

would often have to sxzhedule new cases before older ones, because the old cases have no statutory t1me 

lmnt The cr1m1nal backlog must be addressed before we can accomphsh the worthy goals of th1s 
leg1slat1on 

Glven the relat1ve lateness m the sess1on and the complex1t1es outhned today, LD 1771 may be 
partlcularly appropnate to carry over and convene a study group 

Thank you for your cons1derat1on 
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‘§:)eedy Trial Acts and Rules by State
I 

State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for Tlme Llmlt When Tlme Perlods Excluded from 
In Custody For Defendant Commences Tlme 
Defendant NOT In 

Custody 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub]ect to 
Speedy Trlal 

Alabama 

No statute, and 
Ala R Crlm P 8 

("Prlorltles 1n 

schedullng 
crlmmal cases") 
does not define 
t1me frames 

1 

Authonzed when spe c1 
reasons ]l.1Stlfy a 

contmuance Ala R 
Crlm P 8 3 

f1c 

Alaska 

By rule Alaska 
Crnn P 45 

R 

120 days 120 days 
(dlsmlssal) (d1sm1ssal] the chargmg 

document 1s 
served on 
defendant 
-If dlSIl'llSS8d 

added based 

previously 

charge 
-Date of cou

c 

mlstrlal, gra 

new trlal, or 
remandmg 
-Date of orde 
authorlzmg 

the defenda t's

d 

rt 

Generally, the date 

on
n 

motlon, the ate of 

reflled charge 
-If a new charge 1s 

O11 

new 8Vld8I'lC6 not 

obtamable 1n due 
dlhgence, the date 

of f1l1ng the new 

dec1s1on de larmg 
n tmg a 

r 

—Up to 30 days for other 
proceedmg (suppresslon, 
competency, etc ) 

-Contmuances sought or 
consented to by defendant 
-Contmuances granted for 
prosecutlon elther to 

procure evldence not 

prevlously avallable wlth 
due dll1g8I‘1C€ or to satlsfy 
demands of complex felony 
case 
-Perlod of defendant's 

unavallablhty 

-Reasonable delay due to 
co-defendant when good 
cause not to sever 
-Delay due to 1nab1l1ty to 
obtam defendant's presence 
from another state 
-Delay for good cause 

If court contlnues 1ns tead 

of dlSI‘IllSSll'lg, 1ts reasons 

must be set forth 1n full 
on the record VlCtlIl'l 

must be heard regardl 
the contmuance 

I12 

All

1
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State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmit 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from Reasons for Classes of 

Tlme Enlargement of Tlme Crlmes 
Subject to 

Speedy Trlal 

wlthdrawal of a 

plea of gu1lty or 

nolo 
-For a mmor 
offense, date of 

recelpt of request 

for tr1al 

Arlzona 

By rule Ar1z R 
Crlm P 8 2 

150 days, but 
270 days for 
murder, case 
wlth 
commumcatlon 
mterceptlon, or 

complex case 
and 24 months 
from notlce of 
mtent to seek 
death penalty 1f 

capltal case 

(d1sm1ssal) 

180 days, but 
270 days for 
murder, case 
wlth 
commumcatlon 
mterceptron, or 

complex case 
and 24 months 
from notlce of 
lntent to seek 
death penalty 1f 

capltal case 

(dlsmlssal) 

Arralgnment, 
except 
-a new tnal must 
begln wlthln 60 

days after 
mlstnal / new trlal 
order 
-a trlal must begln 
w1th1n 90 days 
after appellate 

court's reversal 

Speclfxc reasons to 

contmue [extraordmary 
clrcumstances and 
mdlspensablllty of delay, 

per AI'lZ R Crlm P 8 2 

and fii) 
Must conslder v1ct1m’s 

and defendant’ s nghts 

Arkansas 

By rule Ark R 
Crlm P 28 1, 
28 2,28 3 

9 months 1f 1n 
c1ty or county 
]a1l 

[release on 
own 
recogmzance) 
12 months 1f1n 
state prlson 

(dlsmlssal) 

12 months 
(dlsmlssal) 

Date of arrest or 
serv1ce of 

summons, except 
-If dlsmlssed upon 
defendant’s 
motlon, date of 

relnstatement 
-followlng an 
appeal, the date 

the mandate 1s 
lssued by the 
appellate court 

-If a mlstrlal or 

new trlal, the date 
of the mlstrlal or 

new trlal order 

-Delay for other proceedlng 

(suppress1on, competency, 

etc) and up to 30 days 
under advlsement 
-Congestlon of the tnal 

docket, upon explanatlon 
and fmdmg that defendant 
w1ll not suffer pre]ud1ce 

-Delay due to defendant's 

requested cont1nuance 

-Contmuances granted for 
prosecutlon elther to 

procure ev1dence not 

prevlously avallable wlth 

due dlhgence or to satlsfy 

All
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Speedy Trial Acts and Rules by State 
u> 

State and 
Statute or Rule 

Custody 

Tlme Llmlt for Tlme Llmlt When Tlme Perlods Excluded from 
In Custody For Defendant Commences Tlme 
Defendant NOT In 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tune 

Alabama 

No statute, and 
Ala R Crlm P 8 
("Prlorltles 1n 

schedullng 
cr1m1nal cases") 

does not define 
tlme frames 

Authorlzed when SpBCl 
reasons ]ust1fy a 

contmuance Ala R 
Crlm P 8 3 

Alaska 

By rule Alaska R 
Crlm P 4-5 

120 days 120 days 
(dlsmlssal) (dlsmlssal) 

Generally, the date 

the chargmg 
document 1s 
served on 
defendant 
-If dlSIIllSS6d on 
the defendant's 

monon, the date of 
reflled charge 
-lf a new charge 1s 
added based on 
new evldence not 
prevlously 
obtalnable 1n due 
d1l1gence,the date 

of f1l1ng the new 
charge 
-Date of court 
declslon declarmg 
mlstrlal, grantlng a 

new tnal, or 
remandlng 
-Date of order 
authonzlng 

-Up to 30 days for other 
proceedmg (suppresslon, 
competency, etc) 
-Contlnuances sought or 
consented to by defendant 
-Contmuances granted for 
prosecutlon elther to 
procure evldence not 
prevlously avallable Wlth 
due dlllgence or to satnsfy 
demands of complex felony 
case 
-P8l‘l0d of defendant's 

unavallablllty 

-Reasonable delay due to 
co-defendant when good 
cause not to sever 
-Delay due to 1nab1l1ty to 
obtam defendant's presence 
from another state 
-Delay for good cause 

If court contmues mste 
of dlS1’1’llSS1I1g, 1ts reaso 

must be set forth 1n ful 
on the record Vlctlm 
must be heard regardln 
the contmuance 

1 

Classes of 

Sub)ect to 
Speedy Trlal
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State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT ln 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from Reasons for Classes of 

Tlme Enlargement of Tlme Cnmes 
Sub]ect to 
Speedy Tnal 

wlthdrawal of a 
plea of guxlty or 

nolo 
-For a mlnor 
offense, date of 

recexpt of request 

for trlal 

Arlzona 

By rule AFIZ R 
Cnm P 8 2 

150 days, but 
270 days for 
murder, case 
w1th 
communlcatlon 
lnterceptlon, or 
complex case 
and 24 months 
from notlce of 
mtent to seek 
death penalty 1f 

capltal case 

(dlsmlssal) 

180 days, but 
270 days for 
murder, case 
wlth 
commun1cat1on 
lnterceptlon, or 

complex case 
and 24 months 
from notlce of 
mtent to seek 
death penalty 1f 

capltal case 

(d1sm1ssa1] 

Arralgnment, 
except 
-a new trlal must 
begln vv1th1n 60 
days after 
mlstrlal / new tnal 
order 
-a tnal must begln 
w1th1n 90 days 
after appellate 

court's reversal 

Speclfic reasons to 
contmue (extraordmary 
clrcumstances and 
lndlspensablhty of delay, 

per Arlz R Crlm P 8 2 

and Q) 
Must conslder v1ct1m's 
and defendant's nghts 

Arkansas 

By rule Ark R 
Cnm P 28 1, 
28 2,28 3 

9 months 1f xn 
c1ty or county 
]a1l 

[release on 
own 
recognlzance] 
12 months 1f 1n 
state prlson 

(dlsmlssal) 

12 months 
(d1sm1ssal] 

Date of arrest or 
servlce of 

summons, except 
-If d1Sl'I‘llSS8d upon 
defendant's 

motlon, date of 
relnstatement 
-followlng an 
appeal, the date 

the mandate 1s 
lssued by the 
appellate court 
-If a mlstrlal or 
new trlal, the date 
of the m1str1al or 

new trlal order 

-Delay for other proceedmg 
(suppresslon, competency, 

etc) and up to 30 days 
under advlsement 
-Congestlon of the tnal 

docket, upon explanatlon 
and f1nd1ng that defendant 
w1ll not suffer pre]ud1ce 
-Delay due to defendant's 
requested contmuance 
-Contmuances granted for 
prosecutlon elther to 

procure evxdence not 
prevlously avallable w1th 
due dlhgence or to satlsfy 

All



State and Tlme Lxmlt for 
Statute or Rule In Custody 

Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

P8I‘lOdS Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

-If collateral attack 

OII COl'lVlCtlOIl 

succeeds, date of 

order, but 1f 
appealed, date of 

mandate 

demands of a complex 
felony case 

-Delays from unavallablllty 
of defendant 
-Tlme between 
prosecut1on's nolle 

prosequl or dlsmlssal for 

good cause shown and new 
flllng 

-Reasonable delay caused 

by ]o1nder wlth co- 
defendant 1f good cause not 
to sever 
-Delay for good cause 

Cahfornla 

Cal Penal Code § 
1382 

60 days for 
felony 

(dlsmlssal) 

30 days for 
mlsdemeanor‘ 
(dlsmlssal) 

60 days for 
felony 

[d1sm1ssal) 

45 days for 
mlsdemeanor 
[d1sm1ssal) 

Arralgnment or 
date of 

relnstatement or 

date of mlstrlal or 

grant of a new tr1al 
-If the defendant 
walves trlal, 
measured from 
request for tnal 
-Defendant may 
consent to 1 er at 

tlme 

For a felony, the clock 1s 

reset 1f defendant falls to 
appear—t1me runs from 
next appearance 

Cal Penal Code § 1383 
generally allows a 

contlnuance 1f "suff1c1ent 

reason" 1s shown 

All 

Colorado 

Colo Rev Stat 
Ann § 18-1-405 

6 months 
(release and 
dlsmlssal) 

Must move to 
d1sm1ss or 
walved 

6 months 
(dlsmlssal) 

Must move to 
dlSl'IllSS or 
walved 

Date of entry of 
plea of not gullty, 
OI‘ 

-Date of mandate 
after appeal 
-Date of 
contmuance 
granted at 
defendant's 

request 

-Perlod of lncompetency 
-Penod when mterlocutory 
appeal 1s pendmg 
-Delay from ]o1nder of co- 

defendant when not good 
cause to sever 
-Perlod of defendant's 

voluntary unavallablllty 
-Up to 3 months for mlstrlal 
-Delay caused by defendant 

All
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State and Tlme Llmlt for Tlme Llmlt 
Statute or Rule In Custody For Defendant 

Defendant NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

P6l‘l0dS Excluded from 
Time 

Reasons for Classes of 

Enlargement of Tlme Crlmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

-If defendant falls 
to appear; from 
date of next 
appearance 

-Up to 6 months for 
prosecutlon to obtam 
evldence not prevrously 
obtamable w1th due 
dlllgence or 1n exceptlonal 

clrcumstances 1n felony 
cases 
-Up to 3 addltlonal months 
when new tr1a1 ordered 
-Delay OCC3Sl0l'l8d by 
certam motlons 
-Up to 6 months for 
defendant 1n custody and 3 

months for defendant not 1n 
custody due to COVID 
backlog, upon speclflc 
flndmgs related to ]ud1c1al 

ava1lab1l1ty, lack of prevlous 

contlnuances, and the 
mterests of ]ust1ce 
-Up to 3 months 1f 
transferred to another court 

Connectlcut 

Ann § 54-82m, 
Conn Practlce 
Book §§ 43-39, 
43-40, 43-40A 
43-41 

Conn Gen Stat 

8 months 12 months 
(dlsmlssal) (dlsmlssal) 

Fllmg date of 
mdlctment or 
mformatlon, or 
arrest, whlchever 
1s later 

-If on appeal, date 
of final declslon on 
appeal 
-If mxstrlal, date 

order becomes 
final 

-Up to 30 days after motlon 
for speedy trlal 
-Defendant-caused delays 
-P€I‘lOd when defendant 
unable to stand trlal 
-Comp etency evaluatlon 
penod 
-Trlal of other charges 
-Perlod of lnterlocutory 

appeal 
-Tlme from hearlng to rullng 
on pretnal motlon 
-Up to 30 days for an lSSLl€ 

to be under advlsement 

Good cause for delay-) All 

trlal must be held “as 

soon as 1s reasonably 
posslble

4



-1 

State and Tlme Llmlt for Tlme L1m1t When Time 
Statute or Rule In Custody For Defendant Commences 

Defendant NOT In 
Custody 

Penods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for Classes of 

Enlargement of Tlme Crlmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

-Delay from pretrlal 
d1V8I'Sl0I1 program 
-Absence or unava1lab1l1ty 
of defendant 
-Pernod of lncompetency 
-Iomder of co-defendant 
when not severed 
-Delay between consent to 
nolo/gu1lty plea and court's 
acceptance or re]ect1on 
-D elay between acceptance 
of nolo/gullty plea and 
wlthdrawal of 1t 
-Defendant-requested 

contmuance (except 1f 
prosecutlon wlllfully 

wlthheld evldence) 
-Delay for pI‘OS€C11lZl0Il to 

get evxdence 1t could not 
prevlously obtaln wlth due 
dlllgence 

-Delay for pI'0S8CLltlOI‘l 1n 

8XC8plIl0l13l clrcumstances 

-Tlme for out-of-state 

defendant to be avallable 
for tnal 1n state 

-P€I‘lOdS of delay caused by 
exceptlonal clrcumstances 

Delaware 

No Statute—@ 
Super Ct Cnm R 
51- _§ does not 
provlde tlme 
llmlts



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 

Crlmes 
Sub] ect to 

Speedy Trlal 

Flonda 
By rule 
Fla R Crlm P 
3 191 

1 

60 days 1f 
speedy tr1a1 
demanded 

175 days for 
felony and any 
]o1ned 
mlsdemeanors 
(dlsmlssal 1f 

not tned 1n 10 
days after 
notlce of 

exp1rat1on) 

90 days for 
mlsdemeanor 
[dlsmlssal 1f 

not trled 1n 10 
days after 
notlce of 

explratlon) 

60 days 1f 
speedy trxal 
demanded 

175 days for 
felony and any 
]o1ned 
mlsdemeanors 
(d1sm1ssa1 1f 

not tned 1n 10 
days after 
notlce of 

explratlon) 

90 days for 
mlsdemeanor 
(dlsmlssal 1f 

not trled 1n 10 
days after 
notlce of 

explratlon] 

If person 1s 
lncarcerated out- 

of-state, whe 
returns to state 

-W1th1n 90 days 
after date of order 

of new trlal 

Arrest, or 

n 

-10 days after motlon for 
speedy trlal 

-By stlpulatlon 

-By court order 1n 
exceptlonal 

c1rcumstances (many of 
whlch are speclflcally 
enumerated) or upon 
good cause shown by 
accused 
-By court order for 

necessary delay to, e g , 

determme competency, 
dECld€ pretrlal motlons, 
get DNA testmg 
-By admmlstratlve order 

suspendlng speedy trlal 
procedures 
-Defendant unavallable 
for tr1al 

All 

Georgla 

Ga Code Ann §§ 
17-7-170 to 12 
do not provlde 
tlmeframes other 
than measunng 
by “court term

" 

Hawan 

By rule 
Hawan R Penal P 

£5 

6 months 
(dlsmlssal) 

except for 
trafflc offenses 

not pun1shable 

by 
lmpnsonment 

6 months 
[d1sm1ssal) 

except for 
trafflc offenses 

not punlshable 

by 
lITlpI'lSOI1I1'l8Ilt 

Date of arrest or 
f1l1ng of charge, 
whlchever 1s flrst, 
but 
-date of rearrest or 

recharge 1f 
dlsmlssed on 

-Collateral or other All except for 

proceedlngs regardmg trafflc 

defendant [e g , offenses not 

suppresslon, mcomp etency, pumshable by 
etc ) 

lmprlsonment

6



State and Tlme Llmlt for Tlme L1m1t When Tlme 
Statute or Rule In Custody For Defendant Commences 

Defendant NOT In 
Custody 

Reasons for Classes of 

Enlargement of Time Cnmes 
Sub]ect to 

Speedy Trlal 

Periods Excluded from 
Tlme 

defendant's 

mouon 
-date of m1str1al or 

order of new tnal 

-VVhen docket 1s congested 
for exceptlonal 

clrcumstances 

-Delay from defendant's 
requested or consented-to 

contmuance 
-Delay from prosecutor's 
request to delay for 

evldence not obtamable 
through due dlhgence 
before or 1n exceptlonal 
clrcumstances 
-Delay from absence or 
unavallablllty of defendant 
-Tlme between prosecutor's 
d1sm1ssal and rearrest 
-Reasonable penod of delay 
for ]o1ned co-defendant 

when no severance
“ 

-Delays for good cause 

Idaho 

Idaho Code § 19- 
3501 

6 months 6 months 
[d1sm1ssa1) (d1sm1ssal] 

Date of 
arralgnment for 
felony 

Date of plea of not 

gullty for 

mlsdemeanor 
Date of flhng of 
mformatlon for 
felony and 
mlsdemeanor 
charges together 

-Postponement occasloned There must be “sufficlent All 

by defendant's apphcatlon reason" for contlnuance 

per Idaho Code § 19- 
3502 

Illlnols 

lll Comp Sta 
ch , § Z

- 725 5 

5 

120 days of 160 days 
contlnuous (dlsmlssal) 

t Ann 1ncarcerat1on— 

103 new arrest
' 

resets clock 

Date taken mto 
custody for 1n- 

custody defendant 

-Delay occasloned by, or All 

unob]ected to by, defendant 

(and 1f wlthm 21 days of 
explratlon, State gets up to 
2 1 addltlonal days)



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

P8I‘l0dS Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for Classes of 

Enlargement of Tlme Crlmes 
Sub]ect to 

Speedy Trlal 

l 

(dlsmlssal) Date of request for 
tr1a1 for defe 

not 1n custod 
If 2:lddllI1OI‘lHl 

charges after 
judgment on 
charge, 160 d 
from date of 
Judgment for 
addltlonal ch 

-Competency proceedlngs 
-Perlod of lnterlocutory 

appeal 
-Up to 60 days to obtaln 
evldence not prevlously 
obtalnablé 1n due Ellllgeilce 
-Up to 120 addltlonal days 1f 
awa1t1ng DNA results 

Indlana 

By rule lnd R 
Crlm P 4 

6 months 
(release on 
recogmzance) 

If mcarcerated 
defendant 
moves for early 
trlal, 70 days 
from motlon 

1 year 
(dlsmlssal) 

1 year 
(dlsmlssal) 

Date charge f 

or date of arr 

whlchever 1s 

-Contlnuance on 
defendant's motlon 
-Delay by defendant's act 
-Congestlon of court 

calendar and not fault of 
prosecutor 
-Up to 90 days to get 
6Vld8l'lC€ 1f reasonable 

efforts were made 
-Delay by defendant 1n last 
30 days-§ up to 30 more 
days allowed 

-Fmdmg of calendar 
congestlon or emergency 
(mcarcerated defendant 
released on own 
recogmzance) 

Iowa 

By rule 
Iowa R Crlm P 
2 33 

90 days 1f 
speedy trlal not 
walved 
(d1sm1ssal] 

1 year for all 
cr1m1nal cases 

[d1sm1ssal) 

90 days 1f 
speedy trlal not 
Walved 
(d1sm1ssal] 

1 year for all 

cr1m1na1 cases 

[d1sm1ssal) 

Date of 1nd1ctm 

Date of 
8I'l"E1lgl'llTl ent 

If good cause shown 

Kansas 

Kan Stat Ann § 
22-3402 

150 days 
(dlsmlssal) 

(Suspended 
through March 

180 days 
(d1sm1ssal) 

(Suspended 
through March 

Date of 
arralgnment 
-If defendant 
to appear, 90

n from date of 

-Delay from defendant's 
requested contmuance or 
other request 
-Delay due to lncompetency 
or competency proceedmgs



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tnme 
Commences 

Penods Excluded from Reasons for 
Tlme 

Classes of 

Enlargement of Tlme Cnmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

2024-Anyone 
arrested 

between March 
20, 2020, and 
March 1, 2024, 
IS deemed 
arralgned on 
March 1, 2024] 

2024—Anyone 
arrested 
between March 
20, 2020, and 
March 1, 2024, 
1s deemed 
arralgned on 
March 1, 2024) 

appearance (or 
remalnlng d ys 1fa 

greater) 
-If mlstrlal, date of 

declaratlon of 

mlstrlal 

-If after appeal, 

date of mandate 

-Up to 2 delays of up to 90 
days for obtammg evldence 
not obtalnable wlth due 
dlhgence 
-up to 30 days due to court 
congestlon or court's 

conslderatlon of late 

request 

Kentucky 

Ky Rev Stat § 
500 110 

180 days 
(consequence 
not Sp8Clfl€d) 

Request for f1 
d1spos1t1on 

nal For good cause shown All 

Loulslana 

La Code Cnm 
Proc art 578, 

Q2 

3 years for 
capltal offense 

2 years for 

other felony 

1 year for 
mlsdemeanor 
(dlsmlssal) 

3 years for 

capltal offense 

2 years for 

other felony 

1 year for 
mlsdemeanor 
(dlsmlssal) 

prosecutlon 
-If mlstnal, next 

trlal wlthln 1 

or remamlng 
l1m1t, whlche 
longer See La 
Code Cnm P 

Instltutlon of the 

v 

year 
tlme 
er 1s 

0Cr 

Ann art 582 

-TIIIIE perlod renews for 1 

year, unless court recelved 

notlce of defendant’ s 
locatlon, 1f defendant fled, 
was absent, was 
lncompetent, or falled to 

appear, or there was 
another reason outslde the 
State's control, see La Code 
Crlm Proc Ann art 583 
-defendant's f1l1ng of motlon 
to quash or other 
prehmlnary plea, see L_a_ 
Code Crlm Proc Ann § art 
iiiil 

-contlnuance granted due to 
absence of wltness, see 1d 

All 

Maryland 

Md Code Ann 
Crlm Proc § 6- 

103, Md Rule 4- 
LE 

180 days 
(consequence 
not speclfled] 

180 days 
(consequence 
not speclfled) 

Earher of 
-appearance of 
counsel 
-first appeara 
of defendant 

IICG 

For good cause shown All



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for Classes of 

Enlargement of Tlme Cnmes 
Sub] ect to 
Speedy Tnal 

Massachusetts 

By rule 
Mass R CI‘lII‘l P 
& 

12 months 
[dxsmlssal 

upon lT1O'ClOl"l) 

I 
1 

12 months 
(dlsmlssal 

upon mouon) 

Return day 
-If retnal, 1 year 
after final actlon 
requlnng retnal 

-Delay due to proceedlngs 
regardmg defendant (e g, 
capaclty or competency 
exammatlon, tr1al of other 
charges, mterlocutory 

appeal, pretrlal lTlOtl0l'lS, 

transfer of venue) 
-Delay from unava1lab1l1ty 
of defendant or essentlal 
wltness 
-Incompetency or 
mcapaclty 
-Reasonable delay due to 
co-defendant not severed 

-Delay from defendants 
motlon to contlnue 
-Delay from State's motlon 
to contlnue 1f outwelghs 

speedy trlal concerns 
-Perlod between 
defendant's agreement to 
plead nolo or gullty and 
court’s acceptance or 
re]ect10n 

-Tlme between plea of gullty 
and wlthdrawal of that plea 

All 

Mlchlgan 

By rule 
Mlch Ct R 6004- 

180 days for 
felony (release 

on 
recognlzance) 

28 days for 
mlsdemeanor 
(release on 
recogmzance) 

N/A Date of 
lncarceratlon 

-Delay from proceedmgs 
regardmg the defendant 
(competency, pretrlal 
l'IlOlIl0I1S, etc) 
-Incompetency 
-Delay from adjournment 
1n1t1ated or consented to by 
defendant 
-Delay from 8d]Olll‘I1I1’l8I‘lt 

sought by prosecutlon 

All



State and Tlme Llmlt for 
Statute or Rule In Custody 

Defenda nt 

Tlme Llmlt When Tlme 
For Defendant Commences 
NOT In 
Custody 

Penods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Time 

Classes of 

Crlmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

because ev1dence 
prevlously unavallable 1n 

due dlhgence or exceptlonal 
clrcumstances 
-Delay due to ]o1ned co- 

defendant when not 
severed 
-Delay due to good cause or 
docket congest1on 

Mmnesota 

By rule 
Mmn R Cnm __l__P_ 
11 09 

120 days 
(release) 

60 days 
(release) 

N /A Plea other than 

gullty 

Speedy trlal 
demand 

Good cause fmdmg 

M1ss1ss1pp1 

MISS Code Ann § 
99-17-1 

270 days 
(consequence 
not spec! fled) 

270 days 
(consequence 
not speclfied) 

Arralgnment 

Mlssourl 

Mo Rev Stat § 
545 780 does not 
speclfy tlme l1m1t 

Montana 

Mont Code H _ii_i__-i An 
§ 46-13-401 

6 months for 
mlsdemeanor 
(dlsmlssal) 

6 months for 
mlsdemeanor 
(dlsmlssal) 

Entry of plea 

Matter contlnued from 
term to term 1f defendant 
cannot be located for 
servlce or has fled, see 
Mo Rev Stat § 545 790 
Good cause shown Mlsdemeanor 

Nebraska 

Neb Rev Stat § 
29-1207 

6 months 
pI‘lOI‘llIy glven 

to 1n custody 0 

nts defenda at 

nsk of pretrlal 
loss of hberty 

(consequence 
not specl fled) 

I‘ 

6 months 
(consequence 
not speclfied) 

-Date 1nd1ctment1s 

returned or 
lnformatlon filed, 
-Mlsdemeanor 
offenses agalnst 

lntlmate partners 

beg1n the date of 
arrest on a 

complalnt filed 

Defendant 
- hearmg and exammatlon 
for competency 
-tlme defendant 1s 
mcompetent to stand trlal, 
unavallable, or absent 
-fihng to d1spos1t1on of 
pretrlal motlons filed by 
defendant 

Upon a showlng of good 
cause and only for so 
long as 1t 1s necessary 

All

11



State and 
Statute or Rule 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Tlme Llmlt for Tlme Llmlt 
In Custody For Defendant 
Defendant NOT In 

Custody 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

-F or retnal 

followm g mlstrlal, 
order for new trlal, 
an appeal or 
collateral attack, 

date of mlstnal, 

order or mandate 
on remand 

-motlons to quash the 
lndlctment or lnformatlon, 
demurrers and pleas 1n 
abatement, motlons for 
change of venue, tlme 
consumed 1n the trlal of 
other charges 

Prosecutor --granted 

contlnuance 1f unavallablhty 
of evldence materlal to 
state's case, prosecutor has 
exerclsed due dlllgence to 
get that evldence at a later 
date, 

-tune to prepare the state's 

case 1f]ust1f1ed by 
8XC8ptlOl'l81 ClI'Cl.lII'lStal'lC€S 

of the case 

-1f defendant 1s ]o1ned for 
trlal wlth codefendant and 
there 1s good cause for no 
grantlng a severance

t 

-other perlods 1f court finds 
that they are for good cau S6 

Nevada 

Nev Rev Stat § 
178 556 find good cause for delay 

60 days 60 days Arralgnment on 
(dlsmlssal) [d1sm1ssal) the complalnt 

-defendant's appllcatlon 

for a contlnuance 
-court has dlscretlon to 

New Hampshlre 

No statute or rule

12



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 

Crlmes 
SLlb]8Ct to 

Speedy Trlal 

New Iersey 

N 
I 
Sta § ZA 162- 

2_2_ 

90 days untll 
lIldlCtI1’l€l’lt 

(release) 

180 days untll 
trlal 

(release) 

N/A Return or 
unseahng of 
lndlctment 

-examlnatlon and hearmg 
on competency, 
lncompetency 
-apphcatlon to supervlsory 

treatment, speclal 

probatlon, drug or alcohol 
treatment as a COI1dl'ClOI‘1 

probatxon, other pretrlal 

of 

treatment or supervlsory 
program 
-pre-trlal motlon 
-detentlon 1n another 
]ur1sd1ct1on 1f dlhgent 

efforts to obtaln defendant's 

presence have been made 
-exceptlonal clrcumstances

e lncludmg natural dlsast I‘
, 

unavoldable unava11ab1l1ty 

of defendant, matenal 
wltness, other evldence 
-on IIIOUOII of the 
prosecutor because of 
complexlty 
-severance of codefendants 

-fallure to appear 
-d1squal1f1cat1on or recusal 

of a judge 
-defendant's fallure to 

pI‘OVld8 tlmely and 
complete dlscovery 
-other perlods of delay n Ot 
Sp6ClflC8l1y enumerated 1f 
the court finds good cause 
-any other tlme requlred 
statute 

by 

-at court's dlscretnon at 

defendant's request or at 

the request of both 
defendant and 
prosecutor 

All



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub]ect to 
Speedy Trlal 

New Mexlco 

By rule 
N M Dlst Ct R 
Crlm P 5-604 

\ 

6 months 
By lower court 
rules 

maglstrate 

court rulesQ 
506 NMRA 
metropol1tan 
court rulesL 
506 NMRA and 
munlclpal 
court rules& 
506 NMRA) 
(on motlon, 
dlsmlssal w1th 

pre]ud1ce] 

6 months 
By lower court 
rules 

maglstrate 

court rulesQ 
506 NMRA 
metropol1tan 
court rules 1; 
506 NMRA and 
munlclpal 
court rules& 
506 N MRA) 
(on motlon, 
dlsmlssal w1th 
pre]ud1ce] 

Date of 1n1t1a1 f1l1ng Appeal 
1n lower court 

On defendant's motlon, 
court COIlSld6l‘S 

-complexlty of the case 

-length of delay 
-reason for delay 
-whether defendant 
asserted the rlght to a 

speedy tnal or 
acqulesced 
-extent of preyudlce 

Only Dlstrlct 
Court cases 
that were 
reflled from a 

concurrent 
]ur1sd1ct1on 

(maglstrate 

metropohtan, 
or mumclpal 
court) 

Does not 
apply to cases 

onglnally 
filed 1n the 
D1str1ct Court 
or w1th 
excluslve 

]ur1sd1ct1on of 

the trlal court 

(felonles) 

New York 

N Y Crlm Proc 
Law § 30 30 

Must be 
released on PR 
ball 1f no tr1a1 
for crlmmal 
actlon w1th1n 
-90 days 1f at 

least on offense 
1s a felony 

-30 days 1f at 
least one 
offense 1s a 

mlsdemeanor 
punlshable by 

On defendant's 
motlon 
-S1x months for 
one or more 
felony 

-90 days 1f at 
least one 
offense 1s a 

mlsdemeanor 
pumshable by 
lmprlsonment 
of 3+ months 

Commencement of 
actlon or 

commltment 1nto 
custody of 
sherlff/OCFS 
- defendant's 

actual appearance 
for arralgnment 
-1f pendmg trlal for 
a famlly offense 1n 

a famlly court, 
when lndlctment 
filed 
-followmg 
wlthdrawal of a 

-Defendant 1s servmg a term 
of lmpnsonment for 
another offense 
-If defendant held 1n 

custody pendmg trlal of 
another charge and the 
apphcable penod has not 
yet elapsed 
-Reasonable penod of delay 
resultmg from other 
proceedlngs 
-Penod of delay resultmg 
from a contmuance granted 

by the court at the request 

If people show some 
exceptlonal fact or 

clrcumstance, mcludmg 
the sudden unavallablhty 
of evldence matenal to 
the people's case 

Does not 
apply to 
offenses 

defined 1n 
- § 125 10, 
crxmmally 
neghgent 
hom1c1de 
- § 125 15, 2d 
degree 
manslaughter 
- § 125 20, 1st 
degree 
manslaughter, 

14-



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t 
For Defendant 
NOT ln 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub]ect to 
Speedy Trlal 

lI1'lpI‘lSOIlI'Il8l’lt 

of 3+ months 

-15 days 1f at 
least one 
offense 1s a 
mlsdemeanor 
punlshable by 
lmprlsonment 
of fewer than 
three months 

-5 days for c1v1l 

[release on PR 
ball] 

On defendant's 
motlon 
-SIX months for 
one or more 
felony 

-90 days 1f at 
least one 
offense 1s a 

mlsdemeanor 
punlshable by 
lmprlsonment 
of 3+ months 

-60 days 1f at 
least one 
offense 1s a 

mlsdemeanor 
pumshable by 

-60 days xf at 

least one 
offense 1s a 

mlsdemeanor 
pumshable by 
lmprlsonment 
of fewer than 3 

months 

-30 days 1f at 

least one 
offense 1s a 

vlolatlon and 
none 1s a cr1me 
(lncludes 

V8hlC1€ & trafflc 
law 
mfractlons) 

(dlsmlssal or 
reductlon of 

lndlctment) 

gullty plea, date of 

wlthdrawal 
-retrlal follow 
m1str1a1, 

1ng a 

order for a new 
tnal, or appeal or 
collateral atta 

date of order 
ck, 

of or wlth the consent of the 
defendant 
-Absence or unava1lab1l1ty 
of defendant 
-Escape from custody or 
fallure to appear 
-Reasonable penod of delay 
when defendant 1s ]OlI18d 
for tr1al w1th a codefendant 
-Perlod of delay resultlng 

from detentlon In another 
]ur1sd1ct1on 

-per1od durmg WhlCh the 
defendant 1s wlthout 
counsel through no fault of 
the court 
-other penods of delay 
occasloned by exceptlonal 
clrcumstances 
-penod durmg WhlC1'l an 
actlon has been ad]ourned 
1n conternplatlon of 

dlSlT11SSE11 

-penod pr1or to defendant's 
actual appearance for 
arralgnment 
-perlod durmg wh1ch a 

farmly offense 1s before a 

famlly court, untll 

mdlctment filed 

- § 125 25, 2d 
degree 
murder 
- § 125 26, 
aggravated 
murder 
- § 125 27, 1st 
degree 
murder 

-N/A to a 

defendant 
bemg held 1n 
custody 
pendlng 
another 
charge 

-Does not 
prevent 
lmprlsonment 
of defendant 
charged w1th 
another cnme 
or v1o1at1on of 

condltlons 

after release 

fa111ng to 

appear at a 
]ud1c1al 

proceedlng

15



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t When Tlme Periods Excluded from Reasons for Classes of 

For Defendant Commences Tlme Enlargement of Tlme Crlmes 
NOT In SLlb]6ClI to 

Custody Speedy Trlal 
lmprlsonment 
of fewer than 3 

months 

(dlsmlssal or 
reduct1on of 

mdlctment] 
North Carolma 

N C Gen Stat § 
15-10 sets tlme 
penods by term 

NC R Super & 
D1st Cts Rule 3 1 

sets pnorlty of 
cases 

If request made before 
end of term and tlme 
between terms 1s less 
than 4- months 

North Dakota 

N D Cent Code § 
29-19-02 
Both defendant 
and state have 
rlght to a speedy 
tnal 

90 days for a 

felony 

[consequence 
not speclfled) 

90 days for a 
felony 

(consequence 
not spec1f1ed) 

Date elther party 
elects nght of a 
speedy trlal, must 
be wlthln 14 days 
of arralgnment 

May be later than 90 
days for good cause 

-Appllcatlon for 

contmuance for same 
reasons as a c1v1ltr1al, 

absent w1tness, 
defendant or attorney 1s 
member of assembly 

Felonles 

Ohlo 

01110 Rev Code 
Ann § 2945 71 

\ 

-270 days for 

felony charge 
(dlsmlssal and 
release) 

-each day 
defendant 1s 
held 1n ]a1l 1n 
l1eu of ball shall 

-30 days for 
mlnor 
mlsdemeanor 
or court not of 
record 
(dlsmlssal) 

Arrest or S€I‘VlC8 of -defendant unavallable 

summons -mentally lncompetent to 
stand trlal 
-defendant's lack of counsel, 

1f not occasloned by any 
lack of dlllgence 1n 

provldlng counsel 
-neglect or 1mproper act of 
the accused 

-cont1nuance on 
defendant's own motion 
-requlres affirmatnve 
proof the ends of ]ust1ce 
requlre 

-reasons must be entere 
on the “]ournal" 

d 

All



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Penods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub] ect to 
Speedy Trlal 

be counted as 
three days 

-45 days for 3d 
or 4th degree 
mlsdemeanor 
[d1sm|ssal) 

-90 days for 
1st or 2d 
degree 
mlsdemeanor 
(dlsmlssal) 

-270 days for 
felony charge 

(felony) 

-plea 1n bar or abatement, 
monon, proceedmg, or 
action made by defendant 
-removal or change of venu 
-stay 

-appeal

8 

Oklahoma 

22 Okl St § 
812 1 

1 year 
(hearmg to 
determlne 
defendant's 

nghts, posslble 

dlsmlssal, 

wlthout 
pre]ud1ce] 

18 months for 
felony charge 1f 
defendant 1s on 
bond 
(heanng to 
determlne 
defendant's 

nghts, posslble 

dlsmlssal, 

wlthout 
pre]ud1ce) 

Arrest or date of 
mlstrlal 

The court determlnes 
appropnateness for 
delay pursuant to 22 Okl 
St § 812 2,bya 
preponderance of the 
evldence, conslderlng 

-delay caused by 
defendant's appllcatlon 

-delay 1s defendant's 

fault 

-lncompetence to stand 
trlal 

-competency 
proceedlngs 
-materlal evldence 
unavailable 
-defendant 1s charged as 
a codefendant or 
coconsplrator that must 
be tned separately 
-court has other cases 
lzendlng for trlal wlth a



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t When Tlme 
For Defendant Commences 
NOT In 
Custody 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Cl‘lI1’l6S 

Subject to 

Speedy Trlal 
defendant who has been 
mcarcerated longer 
-11111858 or 
reasonableness of 

reasslgnmg the case 
-other reasonable 

grounds the court does 
not have sufflclent tlme 
to commence the trlal 

Oregon 

ORS § 135 763 

90 days unless 
contlnuance 
granted 
(dlsmlssal) 

N/A State's recelpt of 

notlce requestlng 
trlal

\ 

\ 

-tlrne result of motlons filed 
on behalf of defendant 

-any reasonable 

contlnuance wlth 
defendant’ s consent 
-on motlon of the d1str1ct 
attorney or on the court's 
own motlon, for good 
cause shown 
-1f defendant lS 
unavallable for trlal 

-1f defendant 1s 
unavallable because of 
other pendmg cnmlnal 
proceedmgs 

In custody 
defendants 

only 

Pennsylvanla 

By rule 
Pa R Crlm P 600 

-180 days 1f 
defendant 1s 
not entltled to 
release on ball 
(release on ball 
or dlsmlssal) 

-120 days for a 
new tr1al or 
notlce of 

remand from 
appellate court, 

1f defendant 1s 

365 days 
(dlsmlssal) 

Date complalnt 1s 
filed 
-date of order 1f a 

]uven1le case 

transferred to 

crlmmal d1v1s1on 
-date of order 
termlnatlng 
defendant's 

partlclpatlon 1n 

ARD 
-date of trnal 
court's order 
grantmg new tr1al 

Hearmg on defendant's 
motlon to determlne 
-perlods of delay caused by 
the Commonwealth, unless 
for fanlure to exerclse due 
dlllgence 

-penods of delay caused by 
defendant 

l 

1 

All



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Penods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub] ect to 
Speedy Trlal 

not entltled to 
release on ball 
(release on ball 
or d1sm1ssal] 

-date of IIOUCB of 

remand from 
appellate court 

Rhode Island 

RI Gen Laws§ 
12-13-7 

6 months 
(release on 
ball) 

N/A THI16 plead to 

lndlctment or 
lnformanon 

If 1t appears to the court 

some matenal wltness on 
behalf of the state 1s 

unavallable 

“Serlous 
crlmes" - 

offenses for 

whlch ball 
may be 
demed 

South Carollna 

S C Code Ann §§ 
17-23-90 17-23- 

_1_ZQ does not 
speclfy tlme l1m1t 

by days or 
months, rather 
uses terms, 
whlch IS not 
defined 

lndlctment or 
commltment 

If 1t appears, on oath, that 
state wltness could not be 
produced that term 

Upon appllcatlon, defendant 
may have lmmedlate 
d1spos1t1on of certam 
mlsdemeanors or felomes 

because no tlme p8I‘lOd 
speclfled for a "term" the 

t1mel1m1ts are as 

follows 

For treason or felony, on 
defendant's petltlon, the 

last day of end of f1rst 
term 
(release on ball) 

Upon pet1t1on durmg the 
first week of term, 
After second terms of 
confinement 
(acqulttal) 

Treason or 
felony 

South Dakota 

S D Codlfled 
Laws Ann § 23A- 
44-5 1 

180 days 
(dlsmlssal w1th 

180 days 
(dlsmlssal wlth 

pre]ud1ce] pI‘8]L1d1C€] 

-Date defendant 
first appeared 
before a ]ud1c1al 

offlcer on an 
mdlctment, 
mformatlon or 
complalnt 
-For m1str1a1, order 

for new tnal, or 
appeal or collateral 

-per1ods of other 
proceedlngs concernlng the 

defendant 
-absence or unava1lab1l1ty 
-per 10d defendant 1s ]o1ned 
for trlal wlth a codefendant 
-p8I'lOd of tlme resultlng 
from a change of Judge or 
maglstrate 

-contlnuance granted at 

request of or wlth 
consent of defendant 
-contlnuance granted at 

prosecutlng attorney's 

request for unavallablhty 

of ev1dence 

All



State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for Tlme L1m1t 
In Custody 
Defendant 

When Tlme 
For Defendant Commences 
NOT ln 
Custody 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub] ect to 

Speedy Trlal 
attack, date of 

mlstrlal or f111ng of 

order grantlng new 
tnal, or fllmg of 

mandate 

-perlod of ]ud1c1al 

emergency 
-other perlods for “good 
cause" and motlon for good 
cause can be made outslde 
of the 180 day perlod 

Tennessee 

Tenn Code Ann 
§40-14-101 does 
not mclude tlme 
perlods 

Tenn Code Ann § 4-0-14»- 
@_ entltles defendants at 
least 14 full days after 
arrest and return of 
lndlctment before belng 
trled for a noncapltal 

offense 

Tenn Code Ann § 40-14- 
_10 _6 entltles defendants at 
least 21 full days after 
arrest and return of 
lndlctment before bemg 
trled for a capltal offense 

Texas 

Tex Code Cnm 
Proc Art 32A 01 
pr1or1t1es for tr1al 

does not mclude 
tlme perlods 

Utah 

Utah Code Ann § 
77-1-6 does not 
lnclude tlme 
perlods (except 

when no ab1l1ty 
to post ball) 

30 days 1f 
defendant 1s 
unable to post 
ball and 1f the 
busmess of the 
court permlts 

(no remedy 
speclfled) 

No speclflc lnformatlon or 

ume mdlctment 
Utah Code Ann § 77-38- 
Z requ1res an mqulry 
mto clrcumstances 
requlrlng the delay and 
conslderatlon of the 

mterests of the v1ct1m of 

a CI‘lI1'l€ to a speedy 
dlsposltlon of the case 

All 
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State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme Llmlt for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme L1m1t When Tlme 
For Defendant Commences 
NOT In 
Custody 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sl1b]8Cl' . to 

Speedy Trlal 

Utah R Crlm P 
1.1 calendar 
pr1or1t1es do not 
Sp6Clfy tlme 

_per1ods 

0therw1se, no 
Sp8ClflC tlme 

Vermont 

Vt Stat Ann t1t 
13, § 7553b 

60 days 1f held 
1n custody 
wlthout ball 
(court shall 

schedule ball 
hearmg and set 
ball) 

N/A Denlal of ball Delay attrlbutable to the 
defense 

-applles when 
person 1s held 
wlthout ball 
pl‘lOI‘ to tr1a1 

-does not 

apply to death 

penalty or llfe 
1mpr1sonment 
cases 

Vlrglma 

Va Code Ann § 
19 2-243 

l 

5 months for 
felony 

[d1srn1ssal) 

9 months 
[d1sm1ssa1) 

-date probable 
cause was found 
-date of 

appearance 
-If no prehmlnary 
hearmg, date of 
mdlctment or 
presentment 
-date of arrest 

-lnsanlty or confinement 
-unava1lab1l1ty of 

Commonwealth wltness 
-1nab1l1ty of jury to agree 1n 

th€1I' verdlct 

-natural dlsaster, c1v1l 

dlsorder, or act of God 
-tlme durlng appeal 

-unavallablhty of 

commonwealth wltness 
-s eparate trlal for 

defendant mdlcted 

]o1nt1y wlth others for a 

felony 

-contmuance granted on 
the motlon of the 
accused or hls counsel 1n 

such a ITIOUOII by the 
attorney for the 

Commonwealth 
-escape from ]a1l 
-fallure to appear 
-contmuance for record 
custodlan unavallablllty 

or ob]ect1on by 
defendant 

All



I

\Q 

State and 
Statute or Rule 

Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

Tlme Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
CTIITIBS 

Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

Washlngton 

Wash Super Ct 
Crlm R 3 3 

Longer of 60 
days or 30 days 
after last day of 
excluded 
perlod 

(dlsmlssal wlth 
prejudlce) 

Longer of 90 
days or 30 days 
after last day of 
excluded 
penod 
(dlsmlssal wlth 
prejudlce] 

Date of 
arralgnm ent or 
"resett1ng” date for 
walver, date 

spec1fied 1n walver, 
fallure to appear 
-for defendant's 

next appearance, 
new trlal, date 
order 1s entered, 
-for appellate 

revlew or st y,a 

defendant's 

appearance after 
order 
for collatera - l 

proceedmg, next 
appearance, 
change of venue, 
date of order 
-for 

d1squal1f1cat1on of 

counsel, date of 

dlsquallflcatlon 

-competency proceedmgs 
-proceedmgs on unrelated 
charges 
-contmuances 
-perlod between dlsmlssal 
and refihng 
-dlsposltlon of related 
charge 
-defendant subject to 
forelgn or federal custody 
or cond1t1ons 
-unavoldable or unforeseen 
clrcumstances beyond 
control of the court or 
partles 

-dlsquallflcatlon of ]udge 

Court must state on the 
record the reasons for 
contlnuance 
-any reason, lncludmg a 

new commencement 
date, a perlod of 
excluslon 
-upon wntten agreement 
of partles 

-motlon by the court or a 

party 

All, as long as 
defendant 
does not lose 
rlght to object 

for fallure to 

make motion 
wlthm 10 
days of t1me 
hmlt 

Does not 
apply to 
]uven1le 

proceedmgs 

West V1rg1n1a 

W Va Code § 62- 
(by term) 
W Va TC R , 

[by term] 
W Va TC R , 

Rule 16 04 Rule 16 O4 
3-21 

By rule 
WVa TCR Chl 

does not 
supersede 
statutory 

prov1s1ons 

(terms of 
court) but 
states an order 
shall be 

does not 
supersede 
statutory 
pI‘0VlSl0l'1S 

(terms of 
court) but 
states an order 
shall be 

Presentment or 
lndlctment 

If orlgmally 
charged w1th a 

mlsdemeano r 

before a ]ust1ce of 
the peace, clty 
pol1ce judge, or 

any other lnfe FIOI‘ 

tnbunal, on appeal 

Three regular terms of 
court after presentment 
or mdlctment 
(dlsmlssal) 

Terms of court vary by 
C1rcu1t and commence 
each year W Va TC R 
Ch 1 

Reasons for enlargement 
of tlme 

All
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Tlme L1m1t for 
In Custody 
Defendant 

State and 
Statute or Rule 

Time Llmlt 
For Defendant 
NOT In 
Custody 

When Tlme 
Commences 

Perlods Excluded from 
Tlme 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Subject to 
Speedy Trlal 

entered w1th1n 
8 months 

entered w1th1n 
8 months 

to the court of 

record 

For mlsdemeanors, 
W Va TC R Rule 
16 04 conslders 
date of lndlctment

n or lnformatlo 
date of arrest, or 
date of S€I'VlC8 of 

Sl1l'IlI1'lOIlS 

-fallure to try caused by 
hls msanlty 
-wltness for the State 

belng entlced or kept 

away 
-contmuance granted on 
defendants mouon 
-defendants escape from 
]a1l 

-fallure to appear 
-1nab1l1ty of ]ury to agree 
1n thelr verdlct 

-pursuant to § 62-1-9, 
elther party w1ll be 
granted one 10-day 
contmuance and no 
other contmuance shall 
be granted except for 
good cause or by mutual 
consent 

Wlsconsm -60 days for 
mlsdemeanor 
actlons 

(release from 
custody, 

asslgnment to 
another judge] 

W15 Stat Ann § 
971 10 

-90 days for 
felony actlons 

(release from 
custody) 

-60 days for 
mlsdemeanor 
actlons 

(asslgnment to 
another Judge) 

For mlsdemeanor, 
date of defenda nt’s 

1n1t1al appearance 

tnal 1s demanded 
by any party 1n 
wr1t1ng or on t 

For felony, date 

hE 
record but must be 
after f1l1ng of th 

mformatlon of 
lndlctment 

6 

On court's own motlon 
or motlon of a party, 1f 
the ends of ]ust1ce served 

by taklng actlon 
outwelgh the best 
Interest of the publ1c and 
the defendant 1n a 

speedy trlal based on 
factors 

-whether fallure to grant 
contmuance 1n the 
proceedmg would be 
llkely to make a 
contmuatlon of the 
proceedmg lmpOSSlbl6 or 

All
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State and Tlme Llmlt for Tlme L1m1t When Tlme Perlods Excluded from 
Statute or Rule In Custody For Defendant Commences Tlme 

Defendant NOT In 
Custody 

Reasons for 
Enlargement of Tlme 

Classes of 
Crlmes 
Sub] ect to 
Speedy Trlal

v 

\ 

result 1n a mlscarnage of 
]ust1ce 

-whether the case taken 
as a whole IS so unusual 
and so complex, that 1t 

1s unreasonable to expect 
adequate preparatlon 
w1th1n the perlod of tlme 
- lnterests of the vlctlm 

No contlnuance may be 
granted because of 
general congestlon of the 
court's calendar or the 
lack of dlllgent 

preparatlon or State's 

fallure to obtam avallable 
wltnesses 

Wyomlng 180 days 180 days Arralgnment 
(d1sm1ssal] (d1sm1ssal) 

Wyo R Crlm P 
Q 

-proceedmgs related to 
mental lllness or defxclency 
of the defendant 
-proceedlngs on another 
charge 
-tlme between dlsmlssal 
and reflhng of the same 
charge \ 

-delay occasloned by 
defendant's change of 
counsel 

—defendant's motlon or 
l1IlElV8ll8bl1lty 

-state or court's motxon 1f 
defendant expressly 
consents, state's 

ev1dence1s unavallable 

and state exerclsed due 
dlhgence, or as requlred 
1n the due admlnlstratlon 
of ]ust1ce and the 
defendant W111 not be 
pre]ud1ced 

All


