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Senator Bailey, Representative Perry, and Members of the Jomt Standing Commuttee on Health
Coverage, Insurance, and Financial Services

My name 1s Dan Dementt, the Executive Director of the Mame Association of Health Plans
(MeAHP) Our plans include Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Cigna, CVS / Aetna,
Community Health Options, Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, and United Health Care Our member
health msurance carmiers provide or admmuster health msurance coverage to about 600,000
Maine people Our nussion as an association 1s to improve the health of Mame people by
promoting affordable, safe, and coordinated healthcare

The Mane Association of Health Plans and some of our member plans have participated mn the
conversations about the fimancial health of Emergency Medical Services and the importance of
mamtaming access to ambulance services

We appreciate the concems of the bill sponsor and appreciate the time the commuittee has already
spent on these 1ssues

We believe the bill heard previously by the commuttee, LD 1602, An Act to Implement the
Recommendations of the Stakeholder Group Convened by the Emergency Medical Services'
Board on Financial Health of Ambulance Services, also addresses this 1ssue, and presents an
opportunity to address this 1ssue m a more comprehensive manner

We are concemed with the provision m LD 1832 that permits ambulance services to charge the
same amount as a hospital would charge to treat a person m the emergency department Care
delivered at a response location 1s not equivalent to care delivered m a hospital setting under the
direction of a more highly trained medical provider

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to the work session on these bills later in
the week

P O Box 193, Orono, Mame 04473 207-852-2087



