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Neither for Nor Against LD 1916 

An Act to Classgfil Meat and Poultry Products Inspectzons as Essentzal S€l"VlC€S 

F May 15, 2023 ' 

Senator Ingvversen, Representatrve Pluecker, and members of the J o1nt Standlng Commlttee on 
Agnculture, Conservatlon and Foresny, I am Crarg Lapme, Dlrector of the Bureau of

\ 

Agnculture, Food and Rural Resources In the Department of Agrlculture, Conservatlon, and 
Forestry I am here today to speak nelther for nor agamst LD 1916, “An Act to Classzfjz Meat and 
Poultry Products Inspecaons as Essentzal Servzces

” 

DACF fully agrees that we need robust meat process1ng Infrastructure and an adequate 
workforce to meet the demands that Mame farmers and food producers requrre 

As wntten, the b1ll amends the State statute pertalmng to emergency proclamatlons It would 
ensure that when the Governor declares a state of emergency, the servlces prov1ded by the 
State’s meat and poultry 1nspectors would be treated as essentral, and they would provlde 
sen/1ces dunng the emergency tlmeframe 

Currently, Mame governors have broad dlscretron regardmg the shaplng and Implementatlon of 
emergency plans Nothlng prevents govemors from declarmg the servlces meat and poultry 
Inspectors provlde as essentlal In fact, for the emergenc1es declared for the COVID-19 
pandemlc, meat and poultry lI1Sp6ClZlOIlS Q deemed essentral, as were Inspectors for dany, 
potatoes, and other consumer products The work of all these Inspectors contmued 

LD 1916 would remove the Governor’s d1scret1on regardmg meat and poultry Inspectlon and 
requlre that they be deemed essentlal The only other servlces prov1ded or regulated by the State 
named expl1c1tly 1n th1s sectron of statute are health care servlces and surgenes

l 

We’d l1ke to note that dunng prevrous budget d1scuss1ons w1th th1s commlttee, members 1nqu1red 
about meat and poultry mspectors bemg deemed essentlal dunng snowstorms A snowstorm 1s 
not typwally, a state of emergency You may recall that, dunng those budget d1SCl1SS1OI1S, we 
agreed to work on th1s Issue over the summer as It requlres some coord1nat1on wlth the relevant 
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umon That remams our plan, and we hope to have a better assessment of the pros and cons after 
the leglslatlve sesslon 

Thanks for the opportunlty to test1fy I’m happy to answer questlons now and at the work 
sesslon
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