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JANET T MILLS AMANDA]; BEAL 
GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER 

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 
CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 

NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST LD 1886 

Resolve, to Construct a New Dzstrzct Headquarters Buzldmg for the Bureau of Forestry m Fort Kent 

May 15, 2023 

Senator Ingwersen, Representatrve Pluecker, and members of the Jomt Standmg Commrttee on Agnculture, 
Conservatlon, and Forestry My name 1s Robby Gross, I am the Chlef Forest Ranger of the Mame Forest 
Serv1ce (MFS) at the Department ofAgr1cu1ture, Conservat1on and Forestry (DACF) 

We apprecrate Senator Jackson advocatmg for support of resources for the Mame Forest Serv1ce Over the 
last few years, our Forest Protectron D1v1s1on has tmdertaken a study of fac111t1es management 1n the 
Northern Reg1on to establ1sh pr1or1t1es and effic1enc1es for our agency fac111t1es Our goal 1s to contmue to 
provrde excellent m1ss1on-onented servrces to the people of the State of Mame by ensunng that our 
fac111t1es are 1n readmess cond1t1on, are 1n strategrc locat1ons for forest protectlon response, and are open to 
the pubhc for key stakeholder and cooperator ass1stance 

MFS 1dent1fied three regronal or d1str1ct fac1ht1es wlthm 25 mrles of each other (Masardrs Drstnct Office, 
Ashland Reg1ona1 Office, and Portage D1str1ct Office) and made plans to 1dent1fy a property m the Fort 
Kent area to lmprove response and capab1l1ty to Northern Mame A property was located for thrs purpose 1n 
Fort Kent, and 10 acres were purchased m 2018 adjacent to the anstrrp 1n Fort Kent off of A1rport Road In 
2021, we began development of the s1te wrth constructron of a 60x40 cold storage bulldmg for housmg 
heavy and 11ght wrldfire response equrpment 

In 2022, MFS 1ssued an RFQ and selected the firm Oak Pomt Assoc1ates to complete pre11m1nary des1gn 
work to 1dent1fy several des1gn optlons and features for a low-carbon emrttmg fac1l1ty Last month, MFS 
final1zed a contract w1th Oak Pomt Assoc1ates to complete the final des1gn and provlde post-des1gn 
servrces Wlth constructlon costs escalatmg over the last several years, the estnnated budget for the 
construct1on phase 1s currently $1 6 mrlhon, however, Oak Pomt Assoc1ates w1ll need to fimsh the1r work 
on bulldmg specs before a final estrmate W111 be ava1lab1e 

The Fort Kent D1str1ct Office effort has comc1ded w1th other past and current bufldmg mfrastructure 
p1'0_]6C1IS across the State, whlch mcludes 28 regronal, d1str1ct, and umt ranger fac1ht1es w1th multlple 
bu11d1ngs Dunng the current final des1gn phase of the Fort Kent D1str1ct Office, the Department antlclpates 
worklng to 1dent1fy a fundlng strategy that would fully address the ant1c1pated costs of constructlon 

Thank you, I would be more than happy to answer any quest1ons you may have 
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